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PREFACE. 
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the Agricultural department in the district. 

Mr. Saw Toe Khut, M,L.C., Maubin for notes 
on the work of the American Baptist Mission. Mr, 
J. W. Lynam, Superintendent of Excise, Maubin for 
the paragraphs on Excise and Opium, Dr.R.S.S. 
Aiyer, L.R.C.P. &S. (Edin.) and L.M. (Dub.), Civil 
Surgeon, Maubin, for his notes on the Public Health 
of the district. 
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THE 
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VOLUME A. 





CHAPTER I. 
PuysiIcAL DESCRIPTION, 


General ; Boundaries ; General Description ; Rivers ; Floods ; 
Climate ; Rainfall ; Geology ; Fauna; Flora, 


Maubin is one of the five districts which form the 
Irrawaddy Division of Lower Burma. It has an area of 
1,¢40 square miles and lies between 16° 30’ and 17° 25’ 
north latitude and 95° 15’ and 95° 55’ east longitude. 

It is bounded on the north by the Henzada District, on 
the east by the Insein and the Hanthawaddy Districts, on 
the south by the Pyapén District, and on the west by the 
Myaungmya and the Bassein Districts, 

On the north, narrow streams known as the Aing- 
chaungyo, the Mayokha, and the Kanu separate Maubin 
from Henzada; on the east the large and navigable Bawle 
River forms the boundary with Insein ; the eastern boundary 
continues southwards along the Kattiyayegyaw and the 
Adun chaungs till the latter meets the large To River, 
which for a short distance continues as the boundary sepa- 
rating Maubin from Hanthawaddy. The southern boun- 
dary of the district leaves the Toe River just above 


Kyonmangai in the Kyaiklat Township and follows the 


course of the Tayaw cheung until it crosses over to the 
Pantabut River, which then forms the boundary for about 
four miles, It next follows a demarcated boundary across 
the country due west until it meets the Singu River, which, 
together with the Thaungtu and the Khamon chaungs, 
separate Maubin from the Kyaiklat Township of the 


Pyap6n District, On the west, the Yazudaing, one of the: 


main branches of the Irrawaddy, along with the Shwelaung 
River forms the boundary between the Maubin . and 
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Myaungmya Districts; the western boundary separating 
Maubin from Bassein continues along small and unimpor- 
tant streams, some of which are often dry during the hot 
months of the year. 

The district forms a rather compact block of alluvial 
plain with the Irrawaddy and.the To Rivers running down 
the centre and forming the chief waterways of the district. 
The district is approximately 54 miles long. and 44 miles 
wide, It lies. in. the heart of the delta of the Irrawaddy. 
The stretch of alluvial plain is devoid of any striking 
feature to relieve the monotony of. the paddy fields beyond 
the occasional green patches of cocoanut, bamboo and 
mango gardens to mark the sitcs of village lands. There 
are no natural eminences of any kind, nor are there any 
large expanses of inland water: except small lagoons which 
dry up completely in the hot weather. Tie level of the 
land rises somewhat in the. northern portions of the district, 
especially on the borders of the Henzada District, but 
elsewhere it islow and flat. During the rains the whole 
country lies submerged, and except in the vicinity of the 
Government embankments, where'the land. is a bit. high, 
travelling: by boat is possible in any direction. 

The formation:of the country is typical of that. of the 
delta. The rim of. the islands along the banks of rivers: 
and streams is high:and above flood. level, while the interior 
is a; saucer-like depression in which: the drainage of the 
surrounding country accumulates. The land near the banks 
of rivers and streams.is always: high because the spill: of: 
the: flood: waters. first deposits its fertilising element there 
before flowing away. into the interior This process: of. 
nature has, of course, been stopped:in all the Awixs proe: 
tected: by the Government embankments. and the: level. off 
the land. remains-constant, The level-of the lowest lands: 
is- said to have risen slightly but thisimay be due to the 
wash: received from higher parts, In places where no 
embankment exists, as in.the Maletto swamp atea, the level: 
of: the land is: rising annually, the deposits of silt being 
quite heavy, Near the villages of: Leainsu and Kokkosu,, 
where: the:spill of the Irrawaddy flood waters is allowed to. 
flow inland unchecked, the: level rises by as- much: as sixi 
inches to a: foot each:year, and. lands which wete practically: 
unculturable ten yeats-agzo afe:now producing excellent crops: 
of mayhn and. fatag: Renewal of fertility: by. silt deposits. 
is, of course, out of the: question behind the Government 
embankments: buti elsewhere, asin the unprotected areas off 
the: Rantanaw’Township, there is-ne doubt that the: traner 
formation: witich; is takéng: place: is characteristic of. the! 
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delta: Opinion: is divided: as to the rate: at. which the. low 
lands rise in level but there is no doubt that the large arez 
with has beew rendered:culturable since the last settlement; 
is due as:much: to the silting-up process: that has: taken 
place as:to better'drainage and better protection. afforded 
by the construction of private embankments. 

The Irrawaddy. which enters the district:near Sagugyi, 
a small town on the extreme north, forms the main artery 
of communications and is therefore: the most important 
river in the district, Its width varies. greatly and at 
intervals broadens.out iato wide:channels, enclosing large 
islancs on which tobacco, maize, and beans are grown; 
These islands contain permanent villages but: at times when 
the flood is.abnormally. high the people: are driven to the 
upper floors of their houses, At Yandoon the Panhlaing 
River branches off from the Irrawaddy and meets.at Mezali 


Rivers. 


the Bawle River, the latter: forming: the eastern. boundary ~ 


separating’ Maubin from the Insein District. Between 
Mezali and Ngapyawgyun, a distance: of # miles, the bed.of 
the Panhlaing has silted: up so completely that the route: to 
Rangoon is now completely: closed. Launches from 
Yandoon leave the:Panhlaing at Mezaliand go through the 
Bawle, Kokkowa and Hlaing Rivers on their; way to 
Rangoon. Some-to miles’ north of Maubin, the To. or 
China Bakir’ branches off from the main river and flowing 
past Maubin leaves the district just south of the Twante 
Canal, In its journey. through the district it distributes: its 
waters over four branches, the Pantabut, Maletto, Tani aad 
Adun chaungs. Of these the Pantabut is the most impor- 
tant, as it forms: the principal: water route: connecting 
Maubin: with the delta towns:in the Pyap6n and Myaung- 
mya Districts. The To is important as being: the chief 
steamer route conuecting Rangoon, not genly with. the 
principal towns:in-the delta but'also with places situated 
on the Irrawaddy River in Upper Burma: The main 
channel of the Irrawaddy. from its’ junction: with the To, 
flows westward towards:Shwelaung and:then spreads itself 
into-various branches finally emptying:into the sea: on. the 
boundary of the Pyap$n and the Myaungmya Districts. The 
Shwelaung, an off-shoot of the Irrawaddy:on the west; forms 
the-southern boundary of the Pantanaw Township and with 
its affluents, the Pantaoaw; Zayathlagyi and Théngwa 
chaungs, drains the whole of the Pantanaw and: Danubyu 
Townships. Two small streams which. are important as 
forming the southern boundary of the district are the: Tayaw 
and Thaungte chaungs-both.of which are navigable throaghy 
eut the year for boats and: steanrers: of. small draught. 
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But for the extensive embankments along the Irrawaddy, 
the To and the Pantabut Rivers, the greater part of the 
agricultural lands of the district would remain flooded in 
most years, In fact, cultivation could not have extended 
to its present limits but for the protectinn afforded by the 
embankments, The state of affairs before the bunds were 
constructed, may be gauged from the remarks of Colonel 
Horace Brown, Commissioner of Pegu, who in 1879 wrote : 
“ Atthe present time, the wkole of Maubin Island is a 
swamp producing nothing but myriads of mosquitoes and 
a few fish with a narrow fringe of garden land alonz the 
banks.” Now there is little or no waste land left for further 


“extensions in any part of the Island. In spite hcwever of 


the protection afforded by the Government embankments, 
there are sti:] considerable areas in the interior which are 
subject to excessive flooding. 

The flooding of Danubyu Township on the western bank 
of Irrawaddy River is due principally to the siltirg up of 
old stream beds which in consequence fail to effect a quick 
drainage at flood time. The construction of the embank- 
ments naturally closed up all the former exits by which the 
drainage water of the interior kwéns emptied itself into the 
Irrawaddy River and in consequence it had to srek 
fresh outlets in the direction of the Bawdi c‘aung, a large 
stream which joins the Pantanaw River just below the 
town of that name. This stream is not large enough to 
effect a quick drainage of the flooded areas and the result 
was to silt up rapidly many small stream beds through the 
stagnation of the flood waters, For instance, the Byinnya 
chaung which formerly drained the whole of the northern 
portions of the township is :o much silted up that one arm 
after branching off to the west near Pyingatha Village, 
crosses the road to Kyontani at Kyontanaw and gets lost 
in the paddy fields, The other branch flows to the east and 
after crossing the road near Akyaw Village alko gets lost 
as the former beds which connected these small creeks with 
the Bawdi are now completely silted up, The unsilting of 
these small streams has been recommended by some as a 
remedy for the excessive flooding of certain areas but it is 
doubtfu! if the good effects of such a scheme will last for 
any length of time unless the causes of silting are first 
investigated and removed. A point which is worthy of 
note, is the general complaint ot higher flood levels since 
the township was last settled in 1904-05. The people 
attribute it to increased pressure of water in the Bawdi 
chaung ever since the embankments round Yandoon Island. 


-were completed, They say that the drainage has become 
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much slower and that the Bawdi now flows upstream for a 
short time when, owing to abnormal rises in the Irrawaddy 
River, a greater volume of water is diverted into the Panta- 
naw River from its northern openings. The fact that 
broadcasting has replaced transplanting in many areas 
under paddy seems to prove that there is considerable truth 
in the assertion of increased floods since the construction 
of the Yandoon Island embankments, In the Yandoon 
Township the flooding experienced in the lowlying areas to 
the north of the Panhlaing River is of a totally different 
character to that described inthe Danubyu Towship. Here 
the flooding does not take place by slow degrees nor are 
the surface waters calm during floods. The influx of flood 
waters from the south through the Panhlaing River over- 
flowing its banks, the frequent breaches in the small bund’ 
which exists between Sangin and Yanginsanya and the spill 
of the Bawle River on the east, all make this area a 
verittble sea during the rains, and so boisterous are its 
waves that small boats and sampans dare not cross from 
‘one village to another, unless the weather is calm. In the 
area south of the Panhlaing, the prevailing conditions are 
not dissimilar to those behind the protection of other 
Government Embankments, such as those in Danubyu and 
Maubin Townships. The flooding is due to waterlogging. 
In the Maubin ‘Township the flooding experienced on 
Yandoon, Maubin, and Théngwa Islands is characteristic 
of areas protected by embankments and differs from each 
other only in the degree of waterlogging to which the lands 
are ordinarily subject and their effect on cultivation. On 
Théngwa Island no tadaung bo paddy can be grown although 
the surface of the flood waters remains calm. Thisis due 
to the fact that the drainage of the island is poor. This is 
indicated by the cultivation of such long-lived varieties of 
of paddy as yosetx, mtdanthwe and midon which mature 
only Jate in January, ‘The interior of the island forms a 
saucer-like depression in which the drainage of surrounding 
‘parts accumulates and the flooding is therefore severe. On 
Maudiu sland the cultivation of the ordinary kinds of 
aukkyé indicates that the flooding is never very severe. 
Flooding is caused mainly by the drainage received from 
‘surrounding higher groand and the Thaungtu chaung which 
flows through the middle of the island helps to prevent the 
lowlying parts from getting too deeply inundated. The 
only area which is deeply flooded consists of a few Awins 
round about Aheik and Chaungbyagyi Villages but even iu 
these, the crops succeed in most years. In other parts of 
the island a successful crop of kaukky? paddy can be raised 
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evezy year which:ehows that no part suffers fram abnormal 
flaoding. In the Pantanaw Township the area in the north. 
enjoying the protection of Government embankments, 
though badly flooded, can be grown with both sadaungho 
and moksetk paddy because the embankments prevent a 
serious rush of currents. In the south-eastern portion of 
the township the flood waters-cover up the land quickly at 
each rise of the Irrawaddy and subside equally soon on the 
fall of the river, with the result that transplanting of paddy 
takes place .several times during the year. Needless to 
say, the crops.are of the most precarious description. 

There is no great variation in the temperature. It 
never rises:so high or falls so.low.as-in many other districts. 
Even after several days of heavy rainfall there is no appreci- 
able:drop:in the temperature. The heat experienced is 
characteristic of Lower Burma; a moist -heat which 
increases in intensity as soon as there is a break in.the 
rains. In.the hot weather, winds keep the temperature 
down a great deal and except for.ashort spell in April, 
the temperature rarely rises above 100°. The average 
matimum and minimum temperatures registered in the 
month of April-during the last decade were 100° and 75° 
respectively, 

‘The rainfall is neither light nor heavy for a delta 
district. The average for the period 1908—27 for the whole 
district js‘89'y7 inches, the averages for Maubin, Danubyu, 
Nandgon and Pantanaw being respectively 94°46, 87°9Q, 
go*so, and 8671 inches. The-heaviest rainfall recorded for 
the above .period of twenty years was 121°46 inches .at 
Maubin in 1g19.and the lightest.rainfall was 65°Ga inches 
at Yandoon in the same year. 

On the whole, the rainfall may be said ‘to suit.the 
cultivators well. It is heaviest in the south ::thou_h lighter 
an the north, ‘it,ie not insufficient. 

The following table.compiled from the latest Settlement 
Report shows the number of rainy days and the rainfall ia 
each -year :recorded at Maubin, 'Danub)u,'Yandaon, and 
Pantanaw during the period :908—27. 
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Fauna. 


The soil is alluvial and the geology is’ precisely similar 
to that of the west of Rangoon and the east of Bassein. 
With the exception of a patch of newer alluvium, that is. 
the deposit thrown,down by the existing Irrawaddy, the 
whole district consists of older alluvial clay of a very 
homogeneous nature differing mainly from the older clay 
of the gangetic basin by being less rich in lime but other- 
wise resembling it in general appearance and mode of 
deposition and arrangement. Under certain conditions of 
exposure and weathering it assumes an imperfect lateritic 
appearance superficially. This older clay rests on a con- 
siderable deposit of sand or gravel varying much with the 
locality. At Yandoon, at the top of the tide-way, this 
bottom bed consists of clean sand with a few small quartz 
pebbles sparingly dispersed here and there through it ; and 
it is the presence of this under-bed sand which so greatly 
‘ favours the abrasion of the channe! of the Yandoon stream 
and is the indirect cause of the broad shallow just below 
the junction of that stream with the Irrawaddy, 

Before the British annexation the district was said to 
have been the home of tigers, elephants and numerous 
alligators but with the spread of cultivation these game 
animals have entirely disappeared, At present not even 
the wild pig and hog deer are to be found. Of other 
animals, the jungle cat and mongoose are to be found 
sometimes within large gardens but even these are 
becoming rare. The district is equally deficient in game 
birds. Whistling and cotton teal are found in marshes and 
on lonely spots in the Irrawaddy River but they are by 
no means plentiful. Snipe, both the pin and the fantail 
varieties, the imperial, blue and green pigeons are to be 

. found scattered over the district. In the shee/s and the 
long stretches of marshy swamp of the hsheries in the 
district, are to be found the Purple Coot (meayo), Cor- 
morant (dtzgy#), Davison’s Black Ibis (Rayusok), Spotted- 

‘billed Pelican (wumdo), Grey and Indian Pond Heron 
(dyasng and byatng-auk) and the Adjutant (donzat). 

Snakes are fairly numerous, the most dreaded being the 
Russell’s Viper (dabota Russell:?) which infests the low- 
lying paddy fields at harvest time. The Banded Krait 

- (ngandawgya, and ngan-thangwin-sut), the Cobra (mwe- 

hauk) and Hamadryad (gan) are no less numerous and 
exact their toll of human deaths each year. Of the non- 
poisonous kinds the common Rat Snake (/m-mywe) and 
the Green Whip snake (mywe-sein and mywe-sein-mtshe) 
are most common. ' t , 

Many of the creeks and streams within the district 
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form part of fisheries and large quantities of fish are taken 
‘and sold fresb, smoked, dried or made into agap?. 

There are over thirty species of fish found in the district 
‘but the species which largely predominate are agapyin- 
thalet (Trichogaster fasctatus), ngamttchtn (Labeo ronsta), 
ngabat (Wallago attu, Bloch}, ngayan (Oprtocepha us 
strtatus), ngabyema (Anabus Scandans), ngathatng (Catla 
Buchanant), ngamyin (Pseudentyogits Taakree\, ngapa 
(Engranlis Kammalensts).ngakhu (Clartas magur) ngape- 
aung (Notogterus Chttala), and ngagyi (Saccobranches 
Somilés). The ngathalauk (hilsa), ngagyin, ngathatng 
and »gamytnytn are found mainly in the Irrawaddy River, 

The Botany of the district has been but little studied. 
The district possesses no forest and the only trees found 
growing near the edges of cultivation are the letpan 
(Bombax malabartcum), pytnma (Lagerstremta flos 
vegtne) and pauklahut (Red agatt). Toddy and cocoanut 
palms abound as well as a large variety of fruit trees which 
include the mango, marian, and jack fruit. The bamboo 
and the plantain tree are no less ubiquitous 

Of the grasses and reeds found in the paddy ficlds the 
most common are myebyit (Natthamt-myetkon), myetkha, 
myetkalon, Thon-hmyaung, Khaya, Supadaung, Nyanbzn, 
Boktaung and Padaw. Boktaung and Nyande'x are confined 
to much flooded fields and both have to be eradicated after 
sowing by slashing at them with a dah. The fadaw grassis 
most troublesome to growers of tadaungbo paddy as it tends 
to smother the crop just before the grains are formed. The 
Ratng grass is of course found everywhere in lowlying parts 
and is the most difficult to eradicate, Thetke is found 
growing wild only in a few places in the northern parts 
of the district and forms a valuable crop as it is much used 
for roofing purposes. Mention must be made of the 
daungsaba, a species of wild paddy which grows in marshy 
places, The seeds are obtained by pushing a canoe into 
the bushes and beating out the tops with a long bamboo so 
that the grains fall into the canoe. This seed is used as a 
food by the poor and needy to supplement their food supply, 


CHAPTER II. 
HISTORY, 
Early Period ; First Burmese War; Second Burmese War; Third 
Burmese War, 

The area now comprised in the Maubin District appears 
to have been little known before the Alaungpaya Dynasty. 
The popu'ation was scanty. the land being apparently 
considered to be of little potential value for the cultivation 
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of paddy or other craps that-could be used for food. The 
district consisted of a vast expanse of swamp .and jungle 
the interior being difficult of access and ,providing with its 
dense vegetation and its stretches of mud and water little 
attraction for the would-be settler and sower of paddy. 
There is little reference in Burmese chronicles to any 
portion of what is now the Maubin District,and information 
from other-sources on matters cf historical interest relating 
to the period prior to the advent of the British is likewise 
scanty. Apparently the population consisted of small bands 
scattered in hutments over the district, possessed .of the 
barest necessaries of life, and dependent .mainly on such 
bounties as Nature provided in the fish of the streams and 
rivulets.and the ,produce of forests still secure from axes 
wielded for purposes other than domestic. Litt'e is known 
ofthe district-prior to the British occupatiin because little 
attention was paid to the question of profitably utilising an un- 
developed tract in the davs when the peasant could count all 
his needs on his fingers and.could secure his ration of rice and 
salted fish without a liberal expenditure of time and energy. 

It is possible to conjecture that the Pyws or other races 
akin to them were at one time inhabitants of the district. 
What is clear istthat when the Méns (Talaings) spread over 
tthe.country sauth of Henzada, they drove out or absorbed 
the earlier inbabitants and established themselves in the area 
which is now the Maubin District as over practically the 
rest of the deltaic region watered by the numerous branches 
of the Irrawaddy. It may perhaps be assumed that, strictly 
speaking, these dwellers of the backwoods owed explicit 
allegiance to no ruler at first, and lived and went about 
their daily business unnoticed and unhampered even during 
the whole period in which the Pagan Dynasty:founded by 
Anawrata held sway over the greater part of the province. 
When, on the death of Narathihapate in 1287 A D,.that 
dynasty came to an end and ‘the glory of Pagan derarted 
“amid the blood and flame of the Tartar Terror’ * the 
Talaing population of the district appears to have had 
little contact with officialdom. 

By the time of Tabinshwehti's accession to the throne 
(1531), the population must ‘have ‘appreciably increased. 
Perhaps the attraction ofthe fisheries began to be manifest, 
and.the prospects of re-claimiog the -marshy waste had 
become alluring on closer acquaintance ; so that the descen- 
dants of the old Mé2 immigrants deemed it to their benefit 
to stay where they were, and new settlers arrived on the 
scene to search for fish and.establish ownership of as much 
land as they could till. 


* Harvey’s “ History of Burma.” 
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‘There ‘is practically nothing .df :historical intevest to 
record in regard to any portion of the district during the 
period for which the Toungoo Dynasty lasted (1531-1752). 
As king succeeded king, battles.and ‘massacres took place, 


and the Talaings of the district must have suffered heavily . 


amid the disorder and chaos that prevailed as armed forces 
swept up and down the country, Alaungpaya rose at 
Moksobo in 1752 and, having won successive victories against 
the ‘Talaings, ended his conquering march at ‘Dagon which he 
captured in 1755 and named $x$ (Rangoon), which signified 
the“ End of Strife”. The district came within Alaungpaya’s 
domain and remained under the successive rulers of his 
line till it passed into the hands of’the British as part of 
the territory ceded under the terms of the treaty that was 
nee on the conclusion of the Second Anglo-Burmese 
ar. 

Detailed information is available in connection with the 
events which took place in the district during the progress 
of the three Anglo-Burmese wars. 

During the ‘first Anglo-Burmese War * no resistance 
was offered to the British Army ‘in this district as it exists 
at present except at Danubyu. Early in 1825 the troops 
advanced from Rangoon, the land column under the 
Commander-in-Chief moving up the valley of the Hlaing and 
the water column under Brigadier Cotton making its way 
to the Irrawaddy: Sir Archibald ‘Campbell's march was 
unopposed, the T harrawaddy ‘Min, a brother of the reigning 
Sovereign who some -years later ascended the throne after 
a successful rebellion, retiring as the British advanced, 
Maha Bandula, who had commanded Burmese armies in 
Manipur and in Arakan, threw himself into Danubyu-which 
he strongly fortified ; the main stockade commanded the 
tiver and was protected by two others lower down. 
General Cotton’s force atrived on the 7th March 1825, and 
having landed advanced in two columns ‘to the attack. 
The ‘first stockade was carried but the other two were 
defended with great obstinacy. ‘Captains Roseand Cannon 
were killed and the greater number of the ‘troops engaged 
killed or wounded. ‘General'Cotton thereupon withdrew his. 
force and applied to the Commander-in-Chief for reinforce- 
ments, 

Sir Archibald Campbefl at once returned to Sa-rawa 
(Tharawaw) and passing his troops across the Hrrawaddy, 
an operation which took five days, established his- 





* The account of the First Burmese War is taken elrsost- 
unaltered from the British Burma Gazetteer, Velume 1, page 798. 
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headquarters at Henzada. After a two days halt, during 
which a detachment under Colonel Godwin was sent against 
the Kyee Wun-Gyee, whose troops escaped before the British 
came across them, Sir Archibald Campbell moved down 


. the right bank to Danubyu, where he arrived on the 25th 


March. Batteries were at once erected, the works being 
greatly impeded by sorties of the Burmese and on the 
ist April the enfilading batteries, and on the 2nd the 
breaching batteries, opened fire. Very shortly the Burmese 
were Observed to be in full retreat and an advance being 
ordered the stockades with a large quantity of stores and 
guns were captured. Maha Bandula had been killed 
the day before by the bursting of a shell while he was 
inspecting the works. The united columns then continued 
their advance without any opposition. At Tarokmaw envoys 
came in asking the British Commander to halt and enter 
into peace negotiations, but Sir Archibald Campbell 
declined to stop the advance. 

During the second war * Danubyu was undefended but 
after the occupation of Prome one Nga Myat Htoon, an 
ex-thugyt of a small circle, succeeded in collecting a body 
of men and openly defied the British, capturing their boats 
passing up and down the river, ravaging the cuntry, pillag- 
ing every village which furnished fuel to the steamers, 
driving off thousands of people and cattle and rendering all 
regular Government impossible, Captain Hewett, I.N., 
surprised and defeated a large body which had collected in 
Danubyu, and in the early part of January 1853 this town 
was again attacked and the Burmese driven out, but the 
British force on moving into the interior was forced to 
retire. On the news reaching Rangoon in February 1853, 
a force, of which Captain C; B. Loch, C.B., R.N., assumed 
command, consisting of 158 seamen, 62 marines, 300 men 
of the 67th B.N.I., under Major Minchin, with two three- 
pounders from E.1.C,, steamer “ Phlegethon,” was despatched 
to operate against Myat Htoon, Landing at Danubyu the 
column advanced into the jungle towards the chieftain’s 
stronghold but were taken in flank and driven back, Captain 
Loch, mortally wounded, being among the first -to fall. 
* Out of 225 Europeans who advanced to the attack six 
were left dead on the field and.53 were wounded. The 
loss of the Bengal Regiment amounted to five men killed 
and 18 wounded: in all 8z casualties ’’.+ At this period 





* The account of the Second Burmese War is taken almost 
unaltered from the British Burma Gazetteer, Volume Ii, pages 
793-793. » 

¢ Laurie’s “ Pegu”’. 
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‘Captain Fytche, who had been appointed to the civil charge 
of the Bassein District and had arrived from Sandoway in 
January, almost unaided by the weak military garrison in 
Bassein, but well supported by a small and valuable force 
of seamen furnished by Captain Rennie from the “ Zenobia ”’ 
and ‘“‘ Nemesis,” was occupied in clearing his district of the 
marauding parties, remnants of the Burmese forces, which 
still infested it, The result, partly of this second repulse 
of a British force and partly of Captain Fytche’s operations 
in the south, was an immediate accession of strength to 
Myat Htoon. Sir John Cheape who was commanding in 
Prome now descended the river in person in command of a 
force composed of 200 men of the Royal Irish under Major 
Wigston, who had distinguished ‘himself in the operations 
in the neighbourhood of Prome, 200 men of the King’s 
Own Light Infantry under Captain Irby, a company of the 
67th B.N.I., under Captain Hicks, 200 men of the 4th Sikh 
local regiment under Major Armstrong, 70 sappers, two 
guns and some rocket-tubes, and landing at Henzada 
advanced against the Burmese but before coming across 
them made a flank movement to the eastward and striking 
the Irrawaddy at Zalun proceeded down the river to 
Danubyu. Here he was joined on the 6th March by: 
reinforce ments from Rangoon consisting of 130 men of the 
Staffordshire Volunteers under Major Holdich, two mortars 
and some Commissariat stores, and on the 7th the force 
advanced. Inthe meanwhile Captain Fytche, who had 
left Bassein with 90 seamen and marines, four guns and 
2,000 Burmans and Karens and was moving on Myat Htoon 
from the south, by three different roads, came across and 
drove in his outposts on the 3rd but was subsequently 
forced to retire, From the 3rd tothe 17th but little was 
done, the force under Captain Fytche being too weak to 
attack alone and Sir John Cheape finding ‘greater difficul. 
ties in his way than he expected. On the 17th the two 
forces moved on towards Myat Htoon’s position; Captain 
Fytche encountered little resistance but Sir John Cheape’s 
advance was strongly though ineffectually opposed. 
Numerous breast-works had been thrown up and the 
Burmans fought well behind them, The works were at 
last carried and the enemy dispersed. The British loss 
during the expedition was severe, 12 officers and g5 men 
being wounded and two European officers, one Native 
officer and 18 warrant oflicers, non-commissioned ofhcers.- 
and rank and file being killed. Myat Htoon himself escap- 
ed, but gave no more trouble and the country gradually 
settled down. 
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The period of the thisd Burmese war was marked,, 
as elsewhere in the lower Prowince, by # general outbreak 
of dacoity and crime throughout the district, There was a: 
total of 150 violent crimes inthe year 1886, showing. an 
increase .af gg cases over the total of the previous vear.. 
Dacoity and robbery showed each an increase of 399. Up 
to the end of 1885 violent crime ia Lower Burma, although. 
there was a good deal of fluctuation, may be said to have 
been on the decrease, but when the war with Upper Burma, 
took place a great change occurred, In the beginning of 
1886 the minds-of the people were considerably excited with 
the annexation of Upper Burma and the news of the Shan 
rebellion in Shwegyin, which had taken place in Decemben 
1885. Men from Upper Burma and bad characters from 
Lower Burma kept the: uneasy feeling alive with stor.es that 
ex-King Thibaw had not been taken prisoner and that a large 
force of Burmese, Shans and others was coming from the 
upper country to:drive the Enylish into. the sea, After the 
paddy was reaped that year th- turbulent spirits.in the delta 
districts, in league with certain: mea from Upper Burma 
who gave themselves out as advance agents recruiting for 
the King’s Army, were able to effect risings in all these 
districts, The following table shows the state of crime in 
4986 :— 











Murders 
pian | Dect | Ronny Y mee] One, 
‘ dacoits. 
Henzada 50 40 . 
Bassein’ pt 15 i 
chiens 45’ 6 26 
Tharrawaddy Sy an by 








In February 1886 a serious rising generally known as 
the Bogale Rising, took place in the Pyap8n Subdivision, 
The rebels attacked Bogale Ks», a small guard of water 
police, took possession of the: muskets belonging to the 
guard, enlisted a number of villagers, ransacked Ywathit 
Village, and gaining more recruits and arms, returned to 
Bogale. Thence they'set forth again, attacking a number 
of villages, and crossed into the Buassein District. They 
were pursued thereto and given no rest till a very smail 
-band: was left and'they were obliged to cross the Thayetmyo 
frontier at the end of March. The second rising started in 
the Wak2ma Township alittle later inthe same month. 
The rebels originally numbered 15 and were under the 
command of one Nga Shwe Bo. They killed Maung Po 
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Ka, Thugyi of Labutchan Myauk Circle, who was collecting 
revenue at Thekke Village, Saying that they were fighting 
in- King- Thibaw’s. behalf, they. went about plundering 
villages, collecting money and enlisting recruits, Passing. 
through Bwetton, Kwingyi, and Chankanidaw, they arrived 
at Kyongon, where Colonel Pemberton appeared with a: 
posse of sepoys just as a large number of villagers were om 
the point of joining them. The rebels fled on hearing the 
noise made by the approaching launch, but a few were 
arrested and tried, The third rising arose trom among 
some of the worst characters in the second who had escaped’ 
arrest. They set out for Pakun to the east of the Irrawaddy. 
There was a determined attempt by eight men to get the- 
arms in the Pakun Punitive Guard; these eight men by: 
stratagem managed to get close enough to the sentry to cut’ 
him down ; they then attacked the seven Indians who were: 
asleep in the guard, all of whom they wounded’ severely. 
‘One subsequently died. The Indians defended the guard 
‘bravely and drove their assailants out, only one of the 
guard being lost. Several of these dacoits were wounded’ 
by the police, and one subsequently died. The rebels then: 
‘crossed into the Danubyu Subdivision. Nga Paung, a 


leading spirit, taking the name of Shwe Lan Bo passed with 


his following into Zalun, Henzada, whence having been 
joined by Maung Ni and having obtained more: recruits, he 
‘marched on Ataung. From there the rebels again made 
an entry into the Danubya Subdivision. There they 
-attacked Ingala and: were able to plunder: a few villages. 
‘ill they were finally suppressed. 


CHAPTER III. 


THE PgOPLE. 
‘Population; Race; Talaings ; Karens; Indians 3 Chinese ; Density ; 


Houses; Dress; Food; General Prosperity ; Religion; Nat 
Legends ; Pageda Festivals. : 
The population at each of the last three Censuses is 


shown below:— 














Race, 2921, 
LR [TT 
‘Burmese ___ coe | 196,148 205,154 2255770 
Karens: S35 we | 73,812 86,160 ‘88,393 
Indians se ise 8,192 305384 12,291 
Chinese ade sos: 856 24138 29387 
‘Others ary : I |. 1,253 1,265, 
Total 278,309 | 305,073 330, 106. 
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Race. for. tort. 193t. 
Percentage of increase... oe 9° 64 
Urban Beare es 249412 27,217 38,525 
Rural oe see 253,897 277836 291,581 
Agriculturists see 168,195 196)365 221,962 
Non-Agriculturists ses ftorty 108)708 108,144 





It will be seen that the population has been growing 
s.eadily and that the bulk of it continues tobe rural The area 
of rich and easily worked land reclaimed by the embaukments 
proved a great attraction to immigrants from Upper 
Burma and the more densely populated areas of Pegu and 
Hanthawaddy. The original inhabitants whether Karen, 
Burman or Talaing were also not slow to take advantage of 
the new conditions and to carve out large holdings for them- 
selves but the large population which poured into the 
district from places less favoured in regard to tertility of soil 
and excellence of communications, far outnumbered the 
original inhabitants of the place andthe population of the 
district went up by leaps and bounds from 139,498 in 1881 
to 210,.35 in 18go or an increase of 55 percent. The next 
decade still saw a further increase, the population increas- 
ing by 30 per cent to 278,309in 1901. These twenty. 
years saw the rapid disappearance of the flooded waste of 
thick tree jungle, infested with elephants, tigers and other. 
big game and its replacement by a treeless plain of paddy 
cultivation. The increase since the year 1901 has been 
slow, which may be accounted for by the fact that all the 
available waste had been taken up for cultivation and the 
tide of immigration practically stopped. The census of ryt 
showed an increase of g per cent while that of rg2r 
showed an increase of only 6 per cent. Only waste areas 
too flooded to be taken up except by the most speculative 
of cultiy ators now remain, 

Burmans form the great majority of the villagers but 
Karens are found almost everywhere in the district, The. 
original inhabitants were mostly Talaings who lived by 
working the many fisheries in the district while the Karens 
cleared the jungle and cultivated the hizher lands along the 
river banks. Much of this was garden land, the level 
being raised for the purpose by irrigation channels dug’ 
from the main river with a view to bringing in the silt 
during the flood season,. There are Indian shop-keepers,. 
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money-lenders aad labourers in many villages. The Chinese 
are also scattered about, most of then being shop-keepers 
and money-lenders. 

The district appears to have originally belonged to the 


Talaing Kingdom of Pegu. After Alaungpaya’s conquest’ 


‘of the country in 1755 the Mon tongue was fiercely proscri- 
bed, The original Talaing or Mon population of the 
district has beeu gradually absorbed by the influx of the 
Burmese po,ulation from all parts of Burma and at the 
last census of 1921, only 238 persons were returned as of 
Mon origin. As a distinct race the Talaings have entirely 
disappeared and the majority of the inhabitants call them- 
selves Burmans. 

The Karens of this district areas a rule agriculturists, 
There are both Sgaw-Karens and Pwo-Karens, and to- 
gether they number 88,349) making up nearly 27 per cent 
of the whole population, The Pwo-Karens predominate, 
their number being 59,485 in 1921. The last census 
showed that 11,281 Katens were Christians, 6,905 from 
amongst the Sgaw-Karens and 4,370 from Pwo-Karens, 
The rest of the Karens were Buddhists, excepting 446 
persons who were classed as Animists, Karens do not 
amalgamate well with Burmans. They prefer to live in 
separate villages. Those cultivating the riverine kwins 
behind the Government embankments live in solidly built 
houses and appear to be well off. As a rule the Karens 
live in large homestead plots of their own surrounding their 
houses with mango, cocoanut plantain and other fruit. trees. 
They have strong family and racial ties. 

There has been a gradual increase of Indians They 
are mainly engaged in petty trade, in money-lending cr as 
the crew of gigs and are also employed as sampanwallas, 
dhobies and bhisties. A certain number, mostly Chittago- 
nians are engaged in tobacco culitivation and cattle- 
breeding on the east bank of the Irrawaddy below the 
village of Sangin and have acquired land of their own. 

In the southern parts.of the Maubin Township, Tamil 
Indians are to te found engaged in paddy cultivation, 
having acquired a considerable area of lowlying lands 
which the Kurmans have given up as not profitacle enough 
to work, Roving bands of Indians are to be found in the 
southern parts of the district, engaged during the harvest 
season in reaping paddy. They are also employed as 
labourers in doing all the earthwork for the Burman 
cultivator. 

’ The Chinese number 2,387. Most villages of any size 
have. a-Chinese shop-keeper, He supplies the necessary 
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articles of food, clothing, and farm implements to the 
residents and also gives them loans, generally at heavy 
rates of interest, Many Chinese are engaged in paddy- 
broking, in the course of which business they furnish 
 gabape ”’ loans to cultivators, 

The density of the population according to the last 
three censuses is show: in the following table :— 











— 190%. | 1988. 
Area in square miles 484 Su 
ae Town- Population 73,979 | 79,608 
ship. peat per square asi 156 
mile. 
Area in square miles 330 326 
Yandoon Town- Population wee | 579933 | 61,872 
ship. Denriy per square 176 189 
Areas in Square miles 483 507 
Paes Town- ) Population 629374 | 73700 
ship. Deaiy per square 129 Tat 
mile. 
Area in square miles| 305 304 
Danubyu Town- Population «- | 85,033 | 919893 
ship. Pay per square $79 308 
: mile, 








Density per square mile for the whole 








district % ‘se: ee | 2688] 85% | 200°3 
Occupied areainacres... 226,700 446, oH a 
Density per acre of occupied area 1°33 














The following tables show by townships the growth of 
the population since the year 1881. The comparison is 
interesting and shows the enormous development which 
took place on the construction of the embankments and the 
consequent influx of population to work the large areas of 
waste land which had been reclaimed :— 
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Danubyu is the most thickly populated township having 
doubled its population within the forty years preceding the 
census of 1921. Its density per square mile in 1881 was 
140 but rose to 195 in 1891, 279 in tgoI and 308 in 191%. 
During the ten years ending 19%1,the density was reduced 
to 300 persons per square mile. The decrease of popula- 
tion was due partly to the transfer of Yelegyun and 
Setkawgyun Islands to the Yandoon Township and partly 
to the emigration to the newly cleared lands in the Bogale 
township of the Pyapén District and the reclaimed areas 
behind the Government embankments on Yandoon Island. 

Yandoon ranks next with a density of 212 persons to 
the square mile, Its population has also doubled itself 
within the same period but it received a set-back in the 
interval between 1891 and Igor when a decrease of 934 
persons was recorded. For the whole township excluding 
the Yandoon Municipality, the density rose from 116 to 137 
but this was set off by a substantial reduction in the popula. 
tion of Yandoon Town which decreased from 20,035 to 
12,779 inhabitants, due, it is said, to the killing of the 
ngapi trade on the opening of the railway to Mandalay. By 
1g11 the population rose to 61,872 or 189 persons per square 
mile, an increase of 7 per cent, The construction of the em- 
bankments round the Island of Yandoon, resulted in a large 
influx of population and the density in 1921 rose to 218 
persons per square mile, or an iocrease of 16 per cent. The 
increase was specially noticeable in the large area of reclaim- 
ed land which now constitutes the present Government estate. 
The stream of immigration was mainly from the more 

. densely settled portions of Danubyu and Maubin Townships, 

The population of Maubin township shows a steady 
increase since 1881, the population having quadrupled 
itselt at the last census. The deasity rose from 39 persons 

er square mile in 1881 to 93 in 1891 and to 141 in 1901. 
The rapid growth of the population during these two 
decades is mainly due to the attractions presented by the 
rich delta area reclaimed by the Government embankments. 
The rapidity of this growth may be gauged from the fact 
that though Mr. Mathew’s settlement took place only five 
years after the construction of the new embankments, he 
found no less than 75,700 acres of newly cleared land, Its 
density in 1921 was 175 persons to the square mile. In 
reality the population in the Macbin Township is even more 
dense than in Yandoon, Ifthe thinly populated area of 
marshy swamp in the Maletto and Tani Circles, consisting 
of nearly 181 square miles is deducted from the calculations, 
it will be found that the density of the rest of the township 
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is even 240 persons to the square mile, which shows that in 
the cultivated portions at least, the density ranks only 
second to that of Danubyu, 

The density of Pantanaw Township is 160 persons to the 
square mile and is the lowest for the district. Pantanaw 
has always been a township where the interests of fisheries 
predominate and cultivation possesses little of its attrac- 
tions to the pioneer in search of new lands to work, The 
large expanses of low land while offering excellent fish- 
breeding grounds for the fisher man, are practically uncultur- 
able, or at best, give only a pocr crop. The western 
portions of the township in which most of the valuable 
fisheries are situated are the most thinly populated and 
villages are separated from each other by large areas of 
waste land which as yet cannot be brought u: der cultivation. 

In the embankment protected areas, many of the houses 
are built of wood with corrugated iron roofing, teak walling. 
and gytxkado flooring. Such houses are occupied mostly. 
by rent receiving landlo:ds and a small percentage of the 
owner worker and the tenant class, the rest of the popula- 
tion being content with a modest structure of bamboo and 
thatch, The walo bamboo is largely used for the posts of 
houses and lasts two or three years. Zhetke is much used 
in the northern villages and lasts buta year. The wagat 
is seldom used for roofing purposes, The use of dhant is 
contined mostly to the villages borderi: g on the Pyapén 
District. Away from the embankments the latter type of 
house is most common; the exception being the Chinaman’'s 
store which is usually built of more substantial materials than. 
the rest. 

The dress usually worn by the mass of the people 
consists of a longyi and a jacket, both made of cotton, 
the product of the mills in India or in Europe. Silk clothes. 
afe wcrn only on festive occasions, The tamein (divided 
skirt ) as an article of female dress was never in vogue in 
Lower Burma and is never seen, Home made cloths for 
coats and blankets are seldom found as the tandloom has . 
practically disappeared from village life. In the flooded 
tracts where planting has to be done in deep water, the 
women defy the leeches by donning Shan baungbts and 


_ tying them at the ankles with a tape. 


Rice isthe staple food grain. The average annual 
consumption of unhusked rice is about 20 baskets per adult. 
Kaukhyt paddy is invariably kept aside for home consump- 
tion, The variety much preferred isa soft palatable sice 
known as sabanet but except in the southern portions of the 
district, where this variety can be grown, kaukkys is mostly 
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consumed. /gasein paddy is eaten only by the poor and 
needy. Most cultivators put down a few plots «f kawkhyt 
’ paddy for home consumption. Where the soil is not 
suitable for its growth the cultivator sells all his grain and 
buys Aaukky? to meet his requirements for the year. Fre<h 
fish and prawns are the principal animal food consumed. 
Both are plentiful and cheap, as the dis'rict possesses 
numeruus streams which form part of fisheries. In the rains, 
fish can be obtained free by merely foraging in the nearest 
stream. The islands on the Irrawaddy River and the many 
myenu formations along its banks provide sufficient vegeta- 
bles to meet the needs of the people. Sesamum oil is 
consumed only by the well-to-do, the ordinary cultivator 
being content to use the groundnut oil imported frorn India, 
Pegyé and other beans dre consumed to a less extent than 
inthe neighbouring district of Pyapén, The usual diet 
of the field labourer consists of a dish of rice with fish 
curry and ngagzye. Hingyo or vegetable soup is often 
provide i to wash down the food while the many kinds of 
herbs found growing in the fields provide the necessary 
tosaya for his gagi. Beef, mutton and pork are rarely 
obtainable except when one of the large towns is visited on 
business, Tobacco and betel are much used al over the 
district as both are easily obtainable locally Tne sebaw- 
feikis not smoked so much as the localiy-rolled cheroot 
made of the tobacco grown near Danubyu. Tne common 
labourer has however to be content with the tobacco leaf 
provided by his employer while out working in the paddy 
fields 
_ The district is more prosperous at the present day than General’ 
it has been in the past. The harvests have generally been prosper- 
good for a whole decade or longer and land values have ity. 
been rising steadily. After the paddy has been disposed of 
to brokers on the threshing floor, the cultivator finds himself 
left with a little surplus which enables him to secure such 
_amenities of life, and provides him with such amusements, 
as his ancestors could iil afford in their time. 

Oa the whole the standard of living is much higher in 
tracts where the lands are protected from flooding by 
embankments. There is little difference between Burmans 
and Karens in the standard of living in the villages situated 
along the embankments. Well built wooden houses with 
corrugated iron roofs are increasing in number and village 
*treets are frequently paved with bricks and barber’s shops 
and pawnshbops are not uncommon in the larger villages. 
Mest of the villages boast of one or two Indian or Chinese 
shops at which aerated waters, biscuits, sardines, and 
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condensed milk may be obtained besides the usual require- 
ments of food and clothing which the ordinary jungle 
Burman needs, The Chinaman usually gives out his wares 
on credit and at the end of the harvest collects the grain 
which his debtors give him as saboge. In tue embankment 
protected tracts signs are not wanting that the standard of 
living is high and that the people enjoy a higher standard 
of comfort than in the old days. If the possession of an 
electric torch in the hands of the cultivator is considered a 
necessity and not a luxury in these days, then the prople 
are certainly not poorly off if one might judge from the 
multitude of torches existing in each village. In the flooded 
tracts a lower standard of living prevails. This is probably 
due to the soil being less fertile and though the villages 
lack the substantial comfort of those in the embankment- 
protected tracts the people cannot be said to stint themselves 
of the necessaries of life. The numerous small streams 
provide them with excellent xzagt and fish and so long as 
there is sufficient wunsa paddy stored, the cultivator has 
nothing much to worry about. In Pantanaw Township every 
household gets its supply of good agapf free by merely 
baling out some hollow or small creek. 

According to the census of 1921, Buddhists number 
go3,862 or 91°75 per cent of the entire population. 
Christians number 11,984 or 3°63 per cent. Hindus come 
next with 6,833 or 2°07 per cent and Mahomedans are 
close behind with 6,001 or 1°82 per cent. The total of 
Animists is 1,736 and of others there are 690. The returns 
show that the Buddhist religion is predominant. 

There are few legends concerning ats and other spirits 
in the district, Mention is made in villages, as also in 
towns, of the usual guardian spirits that look after villages, 
towns, trees, forests, and similar places, but the legendary 
lore relating to their antecedents and their activities is 
obscure, Their authority is accepted without question and 
their aid is invoked by persons who are anxious to. avoid 
mishaps while in their domain. 

According to a tradition which appears to be in fairly 
wide circulation, there is situate inthe Pantabut chaung a 
tha¢k that is, a place where buried treasure exists, guarded 
by spirits, These arecalled oktasaungs and their watchful- 
ness is proverbial, To break their resistance, to force an 


‘entry through tothe treasure, andto return unscathed 


loaded with spoils is the problem that besets the would-be 


explorer; and that problem, attended, as it is, with risks 


and hazards manifold, is one which the mere mortal, even 
if endowed with the stoutest of hearts, would not ordinarily 
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venture to tackle. Treasure hunters, however, exist 
anywhere on the surface of the earth, and they have uncom- 
mon store of tenacity. There are men who, with the craft, 
the ingenuity, and the dare-devilry that is characteristic of 
their kind, are said to wander abou: the country planning 
excursions into some thats or other that might promise 
rich booty inthe shape of nuggets of gold and precious 
stones. The saya who leads an expedition into such 
wondrous regions must be erdowed with occult powers which 
will cower the spirits and place them under subjection. If 
successful, he may return with priceless treasure, but if 
unsuccessful, his life may be forfeit asa penalty for a 
fruitless quest. 

The Shwegyobyu-Mulagé thagk in the Pantabut chaung 
takes its name from Shwegyobyu and Mulagé, who were 
brother and sister, and were ektasaunps in charge of an 
enormous quantity of valuable treasure. According to a 
popular legend, there was once a Karen named Nga Pu 
who used regularly to get a quantity of treasure from the 
couple. Nga Pu was addicted to drink, and on it he 
would promptly waste what he had brought from the okta- 
saung couple, They at last stopped the gifts, thereby 
arousing his wrath. The enraged man set forth in search 
of a saya for an assault upon the thats, He found the 
Kawkadut Saya, a resident of Setkaw, who was willing to 
help him. The saya attempted a raid, but was repulsed, 
the brother and sister being more powerful than he. 
Thereupon he enlisted the aid of a famous thasksaya of 
Prome called Thalaya, Thalaya succeeded in causing the 
door of the “thaik” to open, by the magic power of his 
se-kyetn-lone (wand). Thalaya went inside the place 
leaving the Kawkadut Saya outside with his se-kyecin-lone, 
The Kawkadut Saya seeing that it was really the se-kyein- 
Jone that had power to cause the door to open, took it for 
himself and fled, leaving Thalaya to hisfate. Thalaya was 
shut inside and he lost all consciousness, When he came to 
his senses four or five days later, he caused a spirit to 
take the shape of a butterfly, to wing its way to his 
brother Thabaya at Prome, and to tell him of his plight. 
Thabaya recovered the se-Ayetn-lone from the treacherous 
Kawkadut Saya, hied himself to the #hask and caused the 
door to open again. But alas! seven days had passed, and 
his brother Thabaya had himself become an ektasauag in 
place of Mulage, who had secured his release. And so 
Thabaya had to return without success froma “ thaik” 
now guarded by his brother. And the treasure remains 
safely embedded to this day, ‘“Thalaya We”, a strong 
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whirlpool between the villages of Pantabut East and 
Pantabut West, which perhaps affords a c!ue to the where- 


abouts of the treasure that lies so secure from fortune 


hunters, sends up a loud, ominous roar all through the 
rains, spelling destruction and woe to boatmen who heed 
it not, : 

U Shin Gyi, the * Lord of the brackish waters”, is held 
in awe by a large number of people, cultivators, fishermen, 


and others. It is usual to make offerings to him when 


‘there is illness in the family or when it is desired to avoid 


or escape from impending ills and dangers. The legend 
which relates how he became a az is given in Chapter IIJ, 
Volume A, of the Gazetteer for the Syriam District. 

Below is a list showing places where important fairs or 
festivals are held, the dates (according to the Burmese 
Calendar) of such fairs or festivals, their locality, and the 
number of people who may be expected to be present :— 





Number 
Localities in | of per- 
which they are |sons exe 


Places where fairs : 
and festivals are Burmese date on which 


they are held. 








held, held. pected to 
attend. 
Ma-ubin Town- 
ship, 
Shweponmyin sath Lazan to 3rd Lazok| Ma-ubin ... | 1,000 
agoda. of Thadingyut. 
Shweponmyin 1ath Lazan to 8th Lazok| Ma-ubin ... | 1,000 
Pagoda. of T-baung, 
Pyelonchantha 13th Lazan to 1st Lazok| Thutegon coe 
Pagoda of Tabaung. village. \ 
Pawdawmu 8th Lazan to 1st Lazok | Ma-ubin  -.. 1,000 
Pazoda. of Tagu. 
Setkyathiha 1ath Lazan to 3nd Lazok| Masubin _... 500 
‘agoda. of Thadingyut. 
Setkyathiha ith Lazan to 4th Lazok| Ma-ubin _... 500 
Pagoda, of Tazaungmon. 
Pantanaw Town- 
: ship. 
Shwemyindin toth Lazan to ust Lazok} Aukywa 3,000 
Pagoda. of rabaung. village. 
Theingyi Pagoda; 13th Lazanto est Lazok| Pantanaw ... 609° 
, of Tabodwe. 
Tawadeintha 4th Lazan to roth Lazan| Pantanaw ... 500 
. Pagoda, of Tabaung. 
Mingayu Pagodal 'ath .azanto rsth Lazan| Mingayu 2,000 
of lawthalin. Village. 
Myatheindan 13th Lazan to 3rd Lazok| Sinlangvi 500 
agoda. of Tabodwe. Village. 
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Number 
Localities in | of per- 
which they are | sons ex- 


Places where fairs! 


and foxtivels ace! Burmese date on which 


held. | they are held. helde _ {pected to 
: | attend, 
Yandoon Town. 
ship. 
Shwebcntha 13th U.azan to ist Lazok | Yandcon ... 500 
Pagoda, of Thadingyut, 
Atulamarazein 14th Lazan to 1st Lazok | Yandoon ... 500 
Pagoda, of Tazaungmon. 
Neamyethna 13th Lazanto 1st Lazok | Neamyethna 500 
Pagoda. of Tabodwe. Village. 
Mohok Pagoda | 13th Lazantotst Lazok | Yandoon ... 1,000 
of Tabaung. 
Danubyu Town- 
ship. 
Kyaikkalunmun | 13th Lazan to 2nd Lazok| Danubyu _... 1,000 
Pagoda, of Thadingyut. 
Myakyaikpan 13th Lazan to and Lazok) Kyauktaing 500 
agoda. of Tazauagmon. village. 





CHAPTER IV, 


AGRICULTURE. 


‘Condition in pre-annexation days ; Progress ; Occupied and fallow 
. areas ; Areas under various crops ; Rice; Crops Other than rice; 
Disappearance of old and introduction of new staples; Descrip- 
‘tion of soils ; Suitability of climate for Agriculture; Extent of 
fallowing and liability to ‘crop failure; Deterioration of soile ; 
Weeds; Crop Pests; Methods of cultivation, Rice; Flood 
Tesisting warities of paddy; Agricultural customs ; Agricultural 
implements ; Manuring; Crops other than rice; Gardens; 
Kaing crops; Tobacco; “ Thin” (Clinogyne Dichotoma) ; - 
Hired Labour; Disposal of agricultural produce; Metnod of 
sale and transport ; Paddy loading centres; Cattle; Hired and 
sale of cattle; Grazing grounds; Diseases and mortality amongst 
cattle; Ponies, goats and pigs ; Individual ownership of land; 
Area owned by agriculturists and non-agriculturists ; Area sold 
and sale values; Mortgage values; Tenancies; Condition of 
tenants ; Rental values; Embankments; The Irrawaddy Em- 
bankment ; The Maubin Island Embankment; The Sangin 
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Sagagyi Embankment; The Théngwa Island Embankment; 

The Yandoon Island Embankment; Private Irrigation and 

Protective works; The Sangin-Yanginsanya Cultivators’ 

Embankment ; The Kyonton-Thayetngu private Embankment ; 

The Pyalin Embankment, 

The records show that prior to the occupation of the 
British, the district supported only a small population 
engaged mostly in the fishing industry. Small agricultural 
villages existed here and there along the banks of the main 
streams but the bulk of the population consisted of fisher- 
men, boatmen, boat builders and wood-cutters. The 
neighbourhood of these villages was generally cleared of 
forest and there was little need to cultivate more than was 
sufficient to provide the necessary paddy for kome 
consumption. Paddy was worth about 10 to 15 ticals of 
silver per 100 baskets in these days and except for barter, 
it had little value for purposes of trade. The interior of 
the country was covered with dense forests of such trees as 
the kanazo, myinka and Jamu interspersed with long 
stretches of marshy waste, the home of innumerable tigers, 
elephants and crocodiles. It is only since the annexation 
that the district has become an agricultural one giving 
employment to about 66 per cent of its population. 

The price of paddy in 1850 was Rs. 12 per 100 baskets 
and Rs, 15 in 1851 but with the security of life and 
property following British rule, the price of the grain 
quickly rose to Rs. 35 in 1853 and sufficient inducement 
was thus offered to grow more paddy. The next twenty: 
years saw a steady increase in the area under cultivation 
which must have been about 20,000 acres at the time the 
Suez Canal was opened in 1869. During the few years 
succeeding this event there was an unprecedented rise in 
the rate of expansion and in 1871-72, according to thu, yss’ 


‘measurements, which must be taken as_ conservative, the 


area under occupation was §3,209 acres, The expansion 
was the result of the increased exports of Burma rice since 
the Canal was opened to traffic but there can be no doubt 
that the district also owes a great deal to the construction 
of the embankments with regard to the rapid clearing of the 
flooded waste which had hitherto defied all efforts to 
cultivate. The construction of each embankment 
was marked‘by rapid increases inthe area under occupation 
and a noteworthy feature was the great influx of a land 
hungry population from various parts of the province, all 
bent on extending their cultivation into the available waste, 
Just after the Ma-ubin Island Embankment was completed in 
1881-82, the occupied area was 100,383 acres but when a 
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regular settlement of the district was conducted by 
Mr, Mathews in 1889-90, the occupied area stood at no 
less than 261,514 acres, The extension of the Henzada- 
_Zalun embankments to Danubyu in 1873-75 and to its 
resent terminus opposite Pantanaw in 1883 gave a further 
impetus to the paddy grower of the Danubyu and Pantanaw 
Townships and much of the flooded waste was brought 
under the plough, The Théngwa Island Embankment 
“which was completed in 1897 contributed further towards 
the increase in the area under occupation which stood at 
440,945 acres when the district was resettled in 1904-05, 
an increase of 72 per cent since the previous settlement. 
The next decade saw the construction of the last of the 
embankments, the one round Yandoon Island and with the 
introduction of a new species of tadaunglo paddy, which 
enabled all the deepest hollows to be brought under 
cultivation, it may be said that cultivation within the 
district has almost reached its limits and little expansion is 
“to be expected in the future, In 1928-29, the area under 
occupation was 631,012 acres or an increase of 40 per cent 
since the last settlement. 
The following table shows by townships the area under 
occupation within recent years :— 














Occupied area. 
Township. 

1904-05, 1928-29. 
Acres, Acres. 
Ma-ubin ae 153,335 203,652 
Yandoon y 90,356 130,974 
Danubyu eas 115,367 138,134 
Pantanaw ae 91,908 158,253 
Total... 448,966 631,018 





The area fallowed in 1889-90 was 10,949 acres, in 
1904-05, 285,570 acres and 30,059 acres in 1928-29. The 
area actually fallowed does not vary much from year to year 
but in years of heavy flood, a much larger area appe ars to 
be left fallow because the first sowings are entirely destroyed 
and there is no time for a second attempt. A thick growth 
of grass generally covers the fields which cannot be distin- 
guished from those really left fallow during the year 
Unless a careful enquiry is made, the fact of its having been 
under paddy is never brought to light. 
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In the fol.owing statement, the average of the relative 


areas under each crop per 1,000 acres cropped of recent 
years is shown :— 





At settle- At settle- | Average of 





Crop. ment of ment of Eleven 

1904-06, 1925-28. years, 

Rice ies oe 848 867 867 
Cereals and Pulses ss 12 g6 19 
Oil seeds a wee 4 4 5 
Tobacco ces 26 ir 7 to 
Flantains—... see 35 5 80 
Ccconuts eee Mas 4 va ' 
Betelnuts... we 2 I a 
Mangoes “ vas Kb a9 at 
Other orchards tee 13 7 30 
Miscellaneous see 16 2 15 





The area under rice represents 86 per cent of the total 
occupied area of the district and this crop is the only one 
of real importance. Gardens occupy 5 per cent ofthe total 
area and the rest is devoted to the cultivation of miscella- 
neous katng crops such as maize, beans, groundnuts, 
chillies and tobacco, Owing to the rise in the market value 
of paddy land, there is a tendency to convert many of the 
gardens into paddy land. Many of the old mango gardens 
have shared this fate as the trees are past their prime and 
the owner finds it more profitable to utilise them for paddy 
growing while the trees also provide fuel of some value. 
Maize and pelun have found considerable favour in recent 
years. The maize crop is exported to Rangoon and other 
large delta towns in the shape of green cobs and there is a 
considerable demand for this crop. The area under oil 
seeds is confined to groudnuts, sesamum being grown only 
in small patches to the extent of about 300 acres per 
annum, Plantains have practically disappeared with the 
construction of the embankments and most of the area 
under this crop is now confned to the southern portions of 


the Pantanaw Township where the soil is of an alluvial 


character, 

Unirrigated winter rice forms the one staple on which 
the entire agricultural population of the district depends. 
The paddy of the district falls under four heads, vés., 
haukytn, kauklat, kRaukky? and mayin, Kaukyinis grown 
only on the highest soils, mostly in the northern parts of 
Danubyu and Pantanaw Townships, and is reaped between 
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the 15th October and 15th November. The area under 
this crop is comparatively small and the crop is invariably 
reserved for domestic consumption. The varieties of 
kaukyin mostly grown are Namathaley, Yoduya, Bangkok 
and Ahunwa. Kauklat paddy ripens about a month later 
than kaukyin. It 1ssown on all the middle levels in the 
district and isthe principal crop of embankment-protected 
areas, The greater part of the area under paddy is sown 
with “kawklat” and the bulk of the grain is exported as 
‘“tgasetn’’ which includes such varieties as “ /etywesin”’, 
“maungnyo”. and ‘‘kamakyt”’. Tadaunglo paddy 
belongs to the Kask/at group and goes under different 
names such as, yelwa, datksaba, moksetk, mitshe, sit pwa, 
nga‘einbyu and tadaungbo. These varieties differ from 
each other only in their capacity to withstand excessive 
flooding. Letywestn and maxngnyo are the two most 


popular varieties of kauk/at paddy as they give high yields, 


and possess good weight, most samples weighing over §2 lbs. 
per basket of nine gallons. Kaukkyf ripens between the 
15th December and 15th January and is grown mostly for 
home consumption or for the people of the embankment- 
protected areas who sell their kauA/at crops and buy kazkyz 
paddy for their ‘‘wunsa'’ needs. The varieties mostly grown 
are ‘midon”,' midanthwe” and “ sabanet’’, the last being 
a dark grain which is considered more palatable and 
commands a higher price than other kinds, The area 


under kaukkyi is proba! ly not more than § per cent of the 


total paddy crop of the district. 
Mayzn is planted in Octoter just after the cessation of 
rains and is reaped about the month of February, It is not 
real mayin as known to Upper Burma agriculturists but it 
is similar to the crop known as “ gwamaytn”’ in tte Bassein 
District. This is a concise expression for the crop which 
comes between the main unitrigated paddy reaped in 
Decemter and the irrigated rice proper (mayéx) reaped in 
the months of March and April. The area under maysn is 
confined to lands situated near the banks of streams or pools 
of water in the vicinity of island formations in the Irra- 
waddy River. In the southern portions of Yandoon Island 
neart he villages of Kokkosu and Le-einsu tidal irrigation is 
resorted to in order to provide the necessary water to the 
paddy fields. The area under maysn was about 6,000 acres 
in 1928-a9 but this area will no doubt expand with the 
silting up of the lowlying lands in the southern half of Yan- 
doon Island. 
The banks of the main rivers and streams are lined with 
gardens of fruit trees, generally of. mangoes, coconuts, 
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betelnuts and bamboos, A village site usually consists of a 
collection of small homestead plo‘s of half an acre or more 
in which various fruit trees are to be found. The bamboo 
however predominates everywhere as its use for both walls 
and posts of Louses makes it a valuable crop. Along the 
Pantabut, Panhlaing and the eastern banks of the Irrawaddy 
River are to be found large mango gardens but the trees 
are past their prime, 2nd have deteriorated so much in 
output that many of them are cut down and sold as fuel. 
Owing to excessive flooding plantains and betelnuts have 
almost disappeared in the gardens lying between the 
Irrawaddy River and the Government embankments while 
the coconut trees are also fast deteriorating from the 
ravages of the rhinoceros beetle. Betel-vine cultivation 
on a large scale is to be found just above the town of 
Yandoon, the banks of the Irrawaddy River being lined with 
betel-vine' gardens closely studded together for several 
miles, In other parts of the district the vine is cultivated 
in small plots within homestead plots for domestic 


consumption. The many islands io the Irrawaddy River — 


grow a miscellaneous collection of £a’xg crops of which the 
most important are maize, tobacco, groundnuts, teans, yams, 
and brinjals, the last being found mostly on the banks of 
the Pantanaw River. The cultivation of chillies is 
important in the Pantanaw Township, “ 7/éx’’ for the 
making of Burmese mats is much grown in the Pantanaw 
Township and forms a valuable crop. ‘The plant thrives 
best in inundated portions which get a yearly renewal of 
silt. In other parts of the district “thin” is to be found 
growing in the semi-shade of garden trees but the plant 
seldom attains the size of those found in the southern 
portions of the Pantanaw Towrship “ 7Thetke" grass 
which is largely used for roofing houses, is found growing 
wild in small patches on land which is too poor to produce 
any other crop. The “thetke’’ used in the district is 
however entirely imported from other districts. 

New varieties of paddy are being constantly introduced 
into the district. In 1905-06 Colonel Ormiston in his 
settlement report mentions the increase in the number of. 
varieties from fifteen to fifty-eight but in 1937, no less than 
147 varieties of paddy were found. Each tract of country 
has its own favourite kinds and probably the same 
variety has a different name in different localities or appear 
in strains which resemble each other closely or possess the 
same characteristics. 

Of the numerous kinds of paddy introduced into the 


district during the last twenty years, the most noteworthy 
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has been the advent of the flood resisting tadaungbo paddy, 
which has enabled the cultivator to obtain a crop even in the 
deepest hollows. The “ mishe”’ or “ moksetk” variety of 
paddy introduced into the district only a few years ago has 
proved to be the hardiest among the flood resisting varieties 
of tadaungbo and a large area of flooded land formerly 
considered unculturable has since been brought under the 
plough, Ihe chief disadvantage of this kind of paddy is 
the presence of a large percentage of red grains which 
reduces its price considerably. A new kind of crop on 
island lands is the China Potato (Pachyrhrizus Angulatus), 
known as “ Sein-sa-u’'. It is largely grown in the islands 
situated just above Yandoon. The crop is highly profitable 
if it can be sown early enough to produce the bulbs before 
the hot weather sets in. Ifthe crop comes on the market 
late, there is little or no demand for it in the delta towns 
as the people shun it like poison when a cholera epidemic 
is raging, Many a cultivator has taken a boatload to 
Dedaye, Kyaiklat and Bogale in the Payp6n District to find 
that there was no alternative but to dump his cargo into the 
river before returning home, 

The Agricultural Department has purchased some land 
for a seed farm just south of the town of Ma-ubin and better 
strains of paddy will no doubt be introduced iato the district 
in the near future. 

Prior to the construction of the Government embank- 
ments, the banks of the Irrawaddy River were enriched 
yearly by the silt brought down from Upper Burma and 
this soil which is a mixture of silt and sandy loam, known 
locally as “thenon” is the most fertile in the district, 
The land lying adjacent to the embankments is therefore 
prized most by cultivators as the outturn is consistently 
high owing to the fact that the soil is retentive of moisture. 
Long.breaks in the rains rarely affect its yield seriously, 

Where the original banks are high, this fertile belt of 
country formed by the alluvial deposits of the Irrawaddy 
is confined to a narrow area about one or two kwins deep 
from the river bank, but elsewhere the silt has been spread 
over a considerable area, often two or three miles in depth 
from the river bank. No renewal of silt is naturally 
possib'e behind the Government embankments but in spite 
of this, the fertility of the“ ¢henon” soil remains unimpaired 
though the lands have been continually cropped. The soil 
of the interior of the country, away from the embankments 
is composed of clayey loams of various colours and degrees 
of stiffness. The soil generally met with is a dark 
coloured rich loam overlying a sub-soil of stiff clay and 
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capable of producing excellent crops but for the obvious 
disadvantage of too copious a supply of water which either 
drowns the plants or retards their growth: In some parte 
of Ma-ubin Island, the soil if a stiff clay, someti:es over- 
lying a stratum of sandy loam which causes the water to 
percolate away freely through the large fissures which form 
on the surf:ce, The worst soilin the district is a stiff 
yellow clay known as “ myewa-n:yes¢” in whichthe p:ddy 
seedlings do not tiller well, Sandy loams are to be found 
interspersed amongst the “ thenon”’ soils of the riverine 
&uins It is rarely found in the interior. It is considered 
to -be inferior in productivity as it fails to retain the 
moisture, These sandy soils are generally met with as 
distinct ridges running across the kwén from the river 
bank. Before the embankments were made. the people 
usually dug water channels to let in the silt laden waters 
of the Irrawaddy River into the interior Awéms and it is 
along the banks of these old ducts that theridges of sandy 
soil are to be met with. On the border of the Henzada 
District in the Danubyu Township, stiff clay soils, sometia es 
varied by an admixture of sand, produce poor results even 
iu a year of good rainfail. Ihese clay soils seem to 
deteriorate more quickly than admixtures of sand and 


clay. 
Suitabil- The climate on the whole is very suitable for the 
ity of cultivation of paddy. “he rainfall is moderate and rarely 


climate exceeds 100 inches a year, he average for the past 
berks Jo twenty-three years is only 89°42 inches and in only two 
years did it exceed 100 inches, A fair crop is always 
obtained even in spite of such adverse conditions as floods, - 
deficient late rains or insect pests. The dimunition in 
outturn owing to these causes never amounts to anything 
like a calamity. Though the climatic conditions may be 
described as almost ideal for the cultivation of paddy, the 
district suffers a great deal at times from the effects of 
excessi:e floodi:.g which is not merely due to the weather 
conditions prevailing locally but to the caprices of the 
season in the northern parts of the province which are 
reflected in the intensity and duration of the floods in the 
lowlying parts of the district, The only portions of the 
district which are immune from flooding are the areas 
lying immediately behind the protection of the embank- 
ments, Generally speaking a long break in the ripening 
showers of October would spell less fear to the cultivator 
than sudden and prolonged floods which either tend to 
destroy the standing crops or prevent him from making 
subsequent plantings to replace those lost. A good supply: 
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of rain in October would mean a crop either normal or 
slightly above the normal, but on the other hand, a lack of 
it would rarely affect the standing crops so much as to 
justify the use of the word failed Failure from waat of 
rain is unknown except in the late planted area lying to 
the north of the Panhlaing River in Yandoon Township. 

The fallow area f the district is not large, the yearly 
average for the years 1910-11 to .927-28 teiag only 
371357 acces or 7 pcr cent of the total occupied area, The 
average area failed daring the same period is 36,468 
acres, 


Fallowinz is seldom done in order t> provide grazing 
for the c-ttle. The usual reason for the fallowing is 
excessive flooding at the time of ploughing or sowing, In 
manv cases the fallowing is the re-ult of crop failures, the 
earlier sowings having been destroyed by th- rapid rise of 
the flood waters, The district possesses large areas of 
lowlying land which is ploughed up in the hot weather and 
sown with pad y before the mousoons begin. If the flood 
waters reach the kwén before the young seedlings have 
established themselves, the crop is totally destroyed and 
the land remains as fallow since no second sowing is 
possible. Mctchland in the lowlying portions of the 
Pantanaw Township is also shown as fallow on the maps 
because tte owner does not entirely relinquish possession, 
the land being cultivated in patches to suit the flood 
conditions of the year, In many cases the a; plication of 
the :wo-anna fallow rate encourages th- cultivator to retain 
possession of these flooded holdings in the hope that one 
day the conditions will improve. inthe unprotected 
areas, sich as the area lying to the north of the Panhlaing 
River in the Yandon Township, the whole of the western 
and southera portions of P.ntavaw Township and the 
southern portions of Yandoon I-land, the crops are always 
liable to be totally destroyed by excessive flooding and 
large remissi ns have to be granted yearly, Considerable 
areas suffer damage either wholly or partially andthe poor 
cultivator is often left with little or nothi: g at the end of 
the year to reward his labours, The cultivator whose 


crops suffer a partial failu:e bas to pay tte full revenue 


untess he takes the trouble to apply to the remission officer 
for relief and is successful. There is no doubt that large 
nambers, whose iands have suffered damage from the 
effects of floods have not troubledto apply for remission. 
The extent of damage d. ne each year by floods is therefore 
much greater than is indicated by the figures given 
below, 


3 


Go gle 


Extent of 
fallowing 
and liabi- 
lity to 
crop 
failure. 


Deteri- 
oration 
of soils, 


34 Maubin District, 


The following sta‘ement shows the area sown, the area 
failed to mature and the amount of remissions granted each 
year from :go06-07 to 1927-28. ; 


. 











Land Reve- 
Year, . Area sown, |Area failed. | nue Remis- 
sion. 
Rs, 
1937-28 «| 645,760 81,519 
1926-27 595,583 599830 
1925-36 - | 844,907 5 663 
1924-25 -» | - 538,859 35,309 
1925034 wee | 513,077 2,223,269 
1932-33 w | 492.945 3.71303 
1g2t-a2 «| 484,160 1,39 898 
1920-31 | 471,034 5',677 
19Iy=20 tee 442,335 1,£9,062 
1918829 “ 437,304 114,559 4929930 
1917-18 woe | 446,051 16,380 84,081 
1916-17 ve | 4330577 15,871 461997 
191°=16 * 420,478 46)774 1,523,062 
Igusets se 431,410 65,854 2579778 
1913*14 w | 430133 12,276 61,774 
1919-13 vee | 4259399 17,292 46,939 
1QU-12 coe | 4920002 75;7'3 1,999855 
1Qioe1r . | 4230301 63,848 ¥,039305 
3909-10 ws | 420,672 47,498 64,511 
1908-09 ee | 445,345 995 17086 
1907-08 - | 398,935 6,124 27,744 
1906-07 406,584 44,195 88,690 








There is no doubt that most of the land within the 
district has a'ready passed through its short period of 
maximum fertility and that the outturns now tend to 
remain fairly constant, The settlement reports of 1889-90 
and 1904-06 give no indications of the deterioration of the 
soil but from the fact that the lands have been contisually 
cropped, it must be presumed that there has been a gradual 
decline in output since the lands were first brought under 
the plough, The statistics of crop measurements done 
during each settlement of the district however do not 
suggest that there has been any serious deterioration, The 
results of crop reaping experiments at each settlement are 
given below by townships. 


Google 


Maubin District. 35 





Average outturn per acre in 


7 kets. 

Township. ashi Ma a ey eee pe 

‘ In 1889-90111 1904-06./In 1925-28. 
I 48°97 4ae7 40°00 
Pantaniw Il 3075 2758 30°00 
Ill ae - one 25°00 
1 52°67 44°04 45°00 
Danubyu si Il 39 69 31 87 35°30 
Wl 7 25°00 
1 51°84 48°f0 47°50 
Yandoon ie Il 39°74 3t4n 38°70 
: I see PF 28°70 
I 42-59 47°19 4rso 
Maubin és it 35°04 37°53 39°86 
Il ae es 29°20 





In many areas changed conditions in the drainage 
system of the land have led to an abatement of flooding 
and increased yields have been obtained. The highest 
soils have generally deteriorated owing to continual 
cropping. 

The deterioration in outturn is in many cases due to 
increased flooding and not to actual exhaustion of the soil, 
The Yandoon Island Embankment has contributed most 
towards such deterioration and in the Danubyu and 
Pantanaw Townships, the increased flooding has resulted ia 
a complete reversal of the original character of the land 
over large tracts, Lands which were considered too high ina 
former days and capable of yielding only poor outturns 
‘were now found to be the best as they escaped the floods 
and yields were fairly constant while lands which formerly 
belonged tothe middle levels were now too flooded to 
produce anythng more than a moderate crop. In the 
Yand >on Township, there was a great improvement in yield 
behind the Goverament embankments but elsewhere, 
especially to the north of the Panhlaing River, the outturn 
has deteriorated owing to increased flooding, 

The weeds in the paddy fields differ from place to 
place but as some of them are indicative of soil and water 
conditions, a few may be mentioned. “ Myetgaungbyu” 
and “ dayem#”’ are two kinds of grasses which grow on’ 
yellow clay soil and are sure indicators of soil exhaustion. 
The elephant grass, the ‘“ daungsaba”’ and the * nyanlin” 
are found only in the deeply flooded portions, “ myethyet- 
thun" is found on the moderately flooded fields while 


Google 


Weeds, 


Crop 
Pests. 


Methods 
of culti- 
vation 3 
Rice, 


36 Maubin District, 


“ bektaung” is a weed which grows up with “ tadawngio"’ 
paddy immediately the rains start. “ Myesa’’, “‘ myet- 
thindon” and “ kaséné"’ are found growing on the middle 
levels and indicate fertile soil. The ‘‘zadawmyet"’ is a 
villainous enemy of the “tadaunglo” cultivator who 
finds to his dismay.near the end of the rains, that the weed 
has completely smothered his much expected crop by 
making a vigorous growth just when the pacdy plant is 
about to form its ears of grain. 

The vice crop does not suffer to any great extent from 
insect pests, Occasionally the “ zamyaungdaung’” cater- 
pillar (Sgodogtera mauritia) does extensive damage to the 
standing crops by cutting off the ripe ears of grain just 
before the harvest. The most common insect pests met 
with are the “ xshaukpo” or“ sitgo”’, paddy stem borers, 
“‘ gokpo’ or paddy ear cutting caterpillat, “ ywetgyatgo” 
or rice case worm which causes the ears of grain to dry up 
and prevents the formation of grain, 

Rats do a considerable amount of damage to cultivation 
in the Danubyu and Pantanaw Townships. Sparrows also 
take their toll of the paddy harvest and so numerons are 
the birds in some areas that stages of bamboo about ten 
feet high have to be erected at intervals over the Awzn to 
support young boys and women who endeavour to frighten 
away the sparrows by shouting and flinging at them witha 
sling (fav&/we) small mud pellets into which tails of kang 

rass have been stuck Mention must also be made of 
ussel’s vipers which are numerous enough in the lowlying 
areas to cause a serious nuisance at harvest time. 

The plough is now generally used as a preliminary to 
harrowing and the settox isemployed only in places where 
the growth of grass is heavy, As soon as the rains begin 
the farmer and his assistants start the work of ploughing 
up the fields In the flooded areas, his operations com- 
mence with tke lowest levels and the gradually works up to 
higher ground, lhe plough is gone over the ground 
thoroughly so that the earth is turned up everywhere and 
this is repeated in every field. By the time he arrives at 
the last field in his holding, he finds that the broken-up 
ground in the first plot has become pulpy and he then 
commences his harrowing. It usually takes a month to 
plough up the fields in a 20 to 25 acre plot, two yokes of 
cattle being employed for this purpose. The harrewing is 
done according to a fixed plan, itis ran first from north 
te south.and from east to west across each field. Each of 
these harrowings is called a “‘sa¢”’, After running horizon- 
tally and vertically across the field, the hatrow is made to 
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take a diagonal course across the fiest ones, finally ending 
with circular harrowiogs, Every bit of the ground is thus 
covered and the furrows become continuous so that a tine 
tilth or “ thamax’’ i- obtained. Onthe middle levels known 
as ‘ yedaw-modaw'’), the number of “sats’’ harrowed 
is usually six while no less than eight or nine ‘‘ sats" are 
required on th- higher soils owing to the stiffness of tne 
ground, The lower soils being flooded require only four 
“ sats’* as the ground is soft .nd pulpy by the time plough- 
ing begins, [he farmer usually carries out all these 
Operations in a fe w fields at a time so that the women who 
transplant the seedlings may have sufficient land to work’ 
on while he completes the harrowing i. other parts of the 
holding. Usually a period of four months elapses before 
all the operations a-e completed. Unless there is a consi- 
derable area which requires replanting, the operations are 
completed by the full moon of Wagaung (abo.t the seeond 
week of August). The labourers are then discharged and 
they return to their homes. 

Transplanting is the general rule in the district and 
broadcasting is resorted to only when transp'anting is 
impossible, and in this it differs from the practice which 
prevails in other districts where the two methods are 
interchangeable and broad-casting is practised only in order 
to save transplanting charges. The practice of broad- 
casting is therefore more from necessity than from choice 
and it should b understood in this district that the 
character of the broadcasted field is such that transplanting 
can never be substituted for it. During the period of 
ploughing the land the nurseries have already been sown 
and the seedlings are sufficiently matured to b.ar trins- 
planting. They are generally one month old if the 
transplanting has to be done on land which receives a 
sufficiency of water, but six weeks where the land is a bit 
low and the plants are required to withstand fivoding. 
The seedlings are alway: uprooted frem th: nurseries by 
men who are paid 3 to 13 annas for every 100 bundles 
of “ gyobaw’’, Each % gyobam” or “ pyosok”’ consists 
usually of two “ ghats’”’ and each  ghkat” consists of a 
handful of seedlings, The s edlings after being uprooted 
are made up in o bundles of five hundred to a thousand and 
taken on the shoulder, by boat, or on a small wooden. 
sledge to the transplanting field. The seasonal labourer 
gen-rally does a litt.2 work in plucking seedlings from the 
nursery an‘l placing them in readiness in the fields for the 
next day's work. This work is generally done iu the 
evenings as his time is fully occupied with ploughing up to 
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about 11 o’clock in the morning, He rarely takes part ir 
the transplanting. The task of transplanting is carried out 
by the women of the house or by labourers engaged at 
daily wages. More women than men take part in the 
transplanting as the men must carry outthe more arduous 
task of plucking the seedlings from tie nurs‘ry bed and 
carrying them to the fi lds. Women sometimes refrain 
from taking part in the transplanting of flooded fields, 
chiefly on account of the inconvenience caused by the mud 
ard slush and the impossibility of tucking up their skirts as 
men do but it is not at all unusual to find women donning 
Shan pants and braving the attacks of leeches by tying up 
the trousers at the ankles with a tape. The cleft stick 
(kau k saitk tan) is used in all places where there is a certain: 
depth of water but the plants a'e generally put in bv hand 
wtere the land is cc mparatively high and tke ground only 
a few inches under water, Usually twc to four plants are 
put in together but four is considered too « any except om 
some of the older soils, generally old fruit gardens converted 
to paddy land, The spacing of the sce’‘lirgs is described 
asso many to the fathem, On land just brought under 
cultivation, the richress of the soil permits a spacing of 
four to the fathom as the plants tiller well. There is 
however little land in the district which allows a spacing 
of four clumps to the fathom, Even on the levels consi- 
dered the best la d in the kw&» the spacing is six to eight 
to the !athom, Onthe old garden converted fields even 
ten tc twelve clumps are putin. A practice which is: 
peculiar to the conditions prevailing in the flooded areas 
north of the Panhlaing River in the Yandoon Township is 
the planting up of fields with half grown plants from 
another field fully transplanted only a month or so ago, 
The usual rate paid for a ten fathom square plot is six 
baskets of paddy payable at harvest. | his works out to the 
high rate of 72 baskets peracie. The plants obtained 
from a 40-fathom square plot are subd.vided tefore being 
replanted and are sufficient for four 40-fathom square plots. 
After planting up his fields the cultivator has a period of 
two month’s r st to stretch his tired limbs after his hard 
work in the mud and slush of the fields, But his days of 
anxiety are not yet over A flood may come and destroy 
his plants in the lowlyi:g parts and he would hate to incur 
the experse of replanting them or he may have to patch 
up damaged fields with extra transplants. The days before 
the harvest are however not spent in idleness. His seasonal 
labourers have returned to their homes and he must daily 
make long trips often by boat to secure the required 
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bundle of grass for his oxen. By the full moon of 

Tazaungmon (end of October) the harvest hands are 
engayed and p-eparations are made for the reaping. 

Before reaping the field is usually swept with a long 

bamboo so as to bend the crop and make the work easy. 
The ordinary sickle is employed. The reaping is done by 

the cultivator and his family and if harvest hands have 

also been engaged they also take part in the reaping. 

Outside labourers are obtained for the portions which the 

cultivator is unable to reap hims-lf and are paid for at 

daily wages, at “Alarngkak” rates or by coatract. At 

“ hlatngkauk”’ rates the reaper takes one sheaf in every 

ten reaped. Indian labourers are generally employed for 

reaping on the contract sistem If the holding is not too 

large, the seasonal labourer {or the harvest can ge- erally 

do a little reaping besides tying up the sheaves of cut grain - 
and carting them to the threshing floor, otherwise his 

portion of the reaping is piven to outside help and he is 

merely asked to aid in the work of transporting the paddy 

to the threshing floor. 

The threshing is generally done in a field near the 
village. The ground is first clea:ed of stubble by removing 
them with a dak o- hoe, and is then smoothed over with 
the kyandon, The surface is harden d by driving a cart 
over it in circles or by making the cattle tread the ground 
in the same manner. After this a wash of cowdurg and 
earth is given so as to stop up all the cracks and make the 
surface smooth and hard for the collection of the grain. 
Mos: of the threshing floors in the district are situated not 
far from the village and this is due to the fact that the 
cultivator dispenses with the field hut and carries out all 
his. agricultural operations from the village itself. After 
the sheaves are brought in, they are laid out in the form 
of a square with the ears of grain pointing inwards ; then a 
second line is laid with hrads pointing upwards and the 
square js filled up in this manner with successive lines of 
sheaves, The th eshing is done by driving sever.! pairs of 
bullocks in a circle repeatedly over the heaped-up sheaves, 
the cultivator raking up the straw between rests. The 
cattle a'e muzzled to prevent them from eating the grain. 
The treading of the sheaves is carried out in the early 
mornings long b« fore the sun is up and also in theev nings, 
the work being continued late into the night. In the 
Danubyu Township threshiag is done by driving a cart over 
the stacked-up sheaves. Though the work is hard on the 
cattle, the process hastens the work of threshing, No 
harm is however done because the average holding is small 
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in size and the cattle are never emp'oved very long on 
this task. 

The grain is genera:ly winnowed from a small platform 
erected for the purpose. Tne grain is passed up in baskets 
to the man standing on the winnowing staze (/set-sée) and. 
is then allowed to drop through a wide meshed sieve which 
is kept suspended by strings tied to its four corners. 

This is shaken a few times as the grain is allowei to 
pass thraugh and remnants of br.ken straw are thus 
removed. : 

Tadauigho paddy has played so important a part in 
the cultivation of flooded areas that some of tke peculiari- 
ties counected with its method of cultivation is deserving of 
record. Tadaungbo paddy was introduced into the district 
about twenty years aga but the latest addition to the 
tadaungbo group is the vari: ty known as méshe or moksetk 
There are four important varieties of paddy belonging to 
the tadaungbo group and their powers of resisting the 
actioa of foods is in the following order; Mokseth (also 
called m&she or datk:aba), tadaunglo, sst¢wa (also catled 

yebwa) and wgasetnbyu, 

Ngasetnbyu is a popular variety and is grown alt over 
the western postions of Pantanaw Township and the central 
portions of Yandoon Island. Its p>pularity is due to its 
freedom from red grains, the cultivator often passing off his 
crop as ‘ xgaseéx’’ or u ing it to adulterate other varieties 
to obtain the benet t of ‘* agasese prices”. “ Ngasednbyu™ 
can withstand depths ef 5 to 6 'eet of water and is there foze 
suited to places where the land is moderately flooded. 
The next popular variety is “sitgwa” which contains a 
small percentage of red grains. Tadaungte is grown on the 
deeper flooded soils and can withstand 3 to 12 feet of wa.er 
while the méshe or moksefé which contains nothing but red 
grains, can be grown in places too deeply flooded even for 
the hardy tadaungbo. It has been known to survive depths 
of £5 to 18 feet of water, All four varieties belong to 
the kawvklat group of paddy and ripen during the last week 
of November or tie first week of December, The culti- 
vation of the tadam»gbo paddy is dependent on three 
conditions to ensure success. The fist condition is that the 
rate at which the flood waters r:se must be slow, that is, 
oaly a few inches a day so as to unable the p'aat to make a 
corresponding growth in its height. A rapid rise in water 
level would drown out all the young plants. The secend | 
condition is that the waters muat be stil), lf there is a 
current, it must not be sostrong as to cause the plants to 
fall down or be carried away by the rush of currents. The 
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third condition for its successful cultivation is connected 

with its early maturing habit. Un'ess the ground is quickly 

drained of its flood waters immediately the monsoons are 

— the harvesting will have to be done from toats and 
ts, 

Ploughing is done in March and April before the rains 
break. After 6 to ro years of ploughing, the ground 
becomes to» hard for the plorgh to penetrate and the opera- 
tion is postponed till the first few showers of rain soften 
the top layer of earth. The task is heavy on both cattle 
and plovghmen as the work must be per’ormed in the 
hot sun of April or in the equally trying period of Mav and 
June before tbe rains start in carnest, Ploughing is never 
done thoroughly as on the higher Jands and ploughing in 
four directions is all that is done on tadannglo so'ls. It 
however necessitates the employment of a large 
number of cattle as two yokes mr t te employed where 
one wou'd suffice for the ordinary form of cultivation. The 
work is done in a great hurry and in many cases is scamped 
in order that the sowing of seed may be completed before 
the flood waters come and cover up the [and ‘ihere are 
two forms of troadcasting. Wet broadeas ing is known 
as ‘‘thamangye’’ and is done on lands which lie next in 
level to the transplanted fields. The ground is well ploughed 
and harrowed till a fine tilth is obtained and the seed is 
sown after allowing it o sprout in a wet nag for a period 
of twenty-four hours. Th~ sprouted seed sinks in the soft 
mud and there ia less loss from the depredati ns of birds 
andrats. The yield is als> better because the young plants 
come up free from weeds and grass, inthe othr form of 
broadcasting, the seed is sown : n dry grouud immediately 
the ploughing operations are completed in April. The firgt 
showers of rain germinate the seeds and the young seed- 
lings come up amidst a profusion of grass and weeds 
which stunt their growth, Dry broadcasting is emp’oyed on 
the lowest levels because the land zets covered up with 
water so rapidly tha: wet brordcasting would be too ate. 

In both forms of broadcasting, the chances of success 
depend mach on the character of the season. If the carly 
rains are not excessive. the voung seedlings have time to 
establish themselves so well that they are strong enough to 
withstand the floods that cover up the land soon after the 
commencement of the rains. If the rains are plentiful and 
the floods heavy, ‘he waters rise too quickly and the plants 
are killed of by drowning. Vhe crop that survives the 
winds and the waves attains maturity by the end of 
November and the grain is ready for harvesting early im 
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December or as soon as the land can be drained dry, The 
cos: of reaping is high when compared with higher and more 
productive soils, Reapers are not easy to obtain as the 
work has to be done while the ground is still wet and there 
is the risk of snakebite as Russell’s vipers are particularly 
fond of lying beneath the tangled mass of straw and grain 
which covers the ground, 

The chief drawback of tadaunglo paddy is the large 
percentage of red grains which reduces considerably the 
selling price, It is impossible to husk satisfactorily owing 
to its softness, causing the grain to break in passing 
through the mill. It is usually bought py Indian traders for 
par-boiling and export to India, 

In the case of holdings which adjoin each othr, the 
“ gyakazin” or embankment which forms the boundary 
line has to be kept in repair by the owners of toth holdings 
and neither tas an «xculsive right to it. The owner of the 
holding higher than the other has the right to cut the Aas” 
and let out the exce-s water from his fields, provided it 
does no damage to t'e lower field. If the cultivator in the 
interior of the Aw#n is late with the ploughing, the owners 
of the outer holdings may lea:e a path for his cattle but he 
cannot claim this as aright, If a narrow path is left un- 
planted for his sake, he has to carry out the planting with 
his own labourers as soon as the rest of his holding is 
completed. : 

Cattle are not allowed to graze onthe kwtns while the 
crops are still on the ground, but after the harvest is over; 
there is no rest iction to the movements of cattle, Lands 
lying waste near a village are consideed the exclusive 
grazing cround of that particular village, There are also 
no restrictions as to the appropriation of timber and other 
spontaneous products Waste land situated elsewhere is 
considered the “ dama-u-gya”’ of the first man whocuts and 
clears it but small plots lying adjacent to established culti- 
vation are considered to be within the sphere of influence 
of the nearest worker and objections are made if a news 
comer intrudes on such ground. Cattle paths to grazing 
grounds are protected under the revenue rules but many of 
the cattle paths which existed between blocks of cultiva- 
tior. in the Ma-ubin Township have gradually disappeared as 
ne steps were taken to preserve them, after they were demar- 
cated. There is no redistri‘ution of island Jands annually sub- 
merged by the rise of the Irrawaddy River but “my-nu- 
kyunbaw’’ lands are distributed by village headmen by the’ 
drawing of lots amongst those who have no land of their 
own to work, 
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There is notting particular to note in connection with 
agricultural implements in use in this district. The iron 
tipped plough (se), the six toothed harrow (twxdon) and the 
clod breaker and smoother (A4yandon) are generally 
employed. The setton for cutting grass is a heavy 
wooden cylii.der into which are fitted short blades of iron; 
as the cylinder s drawn along, it rotates and cuts the grass. 
Its use 's confined to low soils in which the growth of grass 
is heavy but its use is not so common in the district. 
Generally the tunsegk with twelve cr more teeth is used to 
remo:e the grass and other weeds. Ploughing of lowlying 
areas for /adaungio cultivation by means of tracto's is a 
recent innovation in the district and is likely to increase in 
popularity owing to the rapidity with which the land can 
be ploughed up inthe dry state for the sowing of 
tadaungbo. ; 

There is little manuring dcne in the district. 7 he 
practice of manuring fields is confined mostly to nursery 
teds. Occasionally herdsmen are asked to tether the 
cattle in poor fields at night and are given a small fee in 
baskets of paddy but the practice is ot common, Cows 
dung is tke only kind of manure used inthe district, A 
noti: eable change of recent years is the abandonment of the 
practice of burning the stubble, An accidental fire may 
burn up tle stubble in the fields but everywhere it is recog- 
nised that tke stubble when ploughed in is a_ better 
fertiliser than the ash, 

The ordinary homestead plots within village sites are not 
extensive and there is little or no method followed in their 
maintenance, All kinds of fruit trees are put down but the 
most common are mangoes, jackfruit, matian, betelnut, 
cocoanut and bamboos, Or the whole little care is devot- 
ed to gardens, 

During the cold months of the year, miscellaneous 
katng crops are put down on islands as soon as the river 
level subsides on the cessation of the rains. A considerable 
qu ntit: of vegetables, such as tomatoes, brinjals, pumpkins 
and gourds is grown for the Rangoon market ne-r the 
villages of Le-cinsu and Kokkosu, the southern yortion of 
Yanvoon Island, 

The tobacco grown on the islands in the Irrawaddy 
River is famous for its quality. The variety grown is said to 
be Havana tobaccoo. It is much used by the cigar rollers 
of }:anubyu. The soil of these islands consists of loamy 
silt which is ideal for the cultivation of tobacco. The 
tobacco nurseries are generally started early in Thadin- 
gyut (about the first week of October) on some of the 
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higher portions which appear first above the surface on the 
fall of the river level The seeds saved from the previous 
year's plants are used. A pyz of seed is usually sown 
on a to-fathom square plot. The seedlings are uprooted 
in the evening by women and children and carried to the 
plots to be planted the next morning. Only enough seed- 
lings for the next day’s work are uprooted +ach eveniag. 
If the cultivator fails to obtain a sufficient quantity of 
seedlings from his own nurseries, he has to buy them at 
Rs. 2 per 1,000 plants, Planting work is paid for at eight 
annas a day with a morning meal or ei sht annas per 1,900 
plants without the meal. The seedlings have their roots 
dipped into a pot of water placed near each planter and 
are then dibbled in by hand. No further watering is done. 
Two flat clods of earth protect the young plants from the 
rays of the sun till trey are well established. Weeding is 
done twice during the season and the time of the tobacco 
cultivator is fully taken up with pruning the plants of side 
shoots and exercising constant care with regard to the 
numerous insect pests. “8 

The plants are generally spaced out in rows at inter- 
vals of two cubits each and there are about 4,500 to 5,000 
plants to the acre. Usually eight to twelve leaves are left 
to mature. In April and May the leaves are plucked 
and strung through the stalk on bamboo rods of a 
cubit and a half in length, The strunz leives are put out 
in the sun to dry for three or four days and are placed 
across long bamboo poles. They are then taken down and 
placed flat on the ground to dry for three to ten days more, 
Straw is generally placed thickly on the ground before the 
leaves are spread out to dry so as to prateet the leaves 
from the bites of crickets (pay:4) The leaves are next 
taken to the curing sheds where they are left hanging 
across bamboo poles and are vot taken down till after a 
month when the leaves are thoroughly dry. The stalks, 
especially the few inches near the base still remain green 
and must be deprived of the remaining moisture or they 
will rot when stacked, So the leaves are taken down and 
exposed to the sun for four of five days and then stacked 
in heaps in order to complete the curing process. The 
leaves are removed and stacked’ again ance a week or 
oftener if there are signs of heat, the lower leaves being 
brought to the top and vice verse. After the rains have 
started in earnest, the leaves become damp to the touch 
and they are then ready for sale. 

The cultivation of the #42 plant for the making of 
Burmese mats is of considerable importance in the Pantanaw 
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Township, It is generally found growing in gardens in the 
semi-shade of fruit trees but it thrives best in the southern 
portions of the Pantanaw Township where the soil is 
mainly of an afluvial character. The plant is more or 
less like a reed and the value of the crop depends. 
on the fength of the stalk before it bifurcates out into 
sma'ter branches. The height of the plant varies from 3 
feet 3 inches to 7 feet 6 inches. Below 3 feet 3 inches it 
has no commercial value as it is too short for making mats 
and they are ruthles:ly cut down when the annual weeding 
takes place. A plantation of ¢4g. takes six years to 
mature but subsequent crops are obtained every three 
years. The initial cost of planting and weeding a 4o- 
fathom square plot of ¢hiz is Rs. 228 or Rs. 1%1 per 
acre during the period of six years Thereafter the only 
recurring expenditure is the cost of weeding which is only 
Rs, 24 per acre per annum. 

The value of a good tésx plantation is high, the 
highest pai being Rs. 600 per acre, The vaiee of the 
crop depends onthe size o: the plaots and prices vary 
from Rs. 120 to Rs. 4&0 per acre, but the average rate paid 
is about Rs, 240 per acre, 

Mutual help amongst the cultivating class is unknown. 
Home labour is employed to the fullest possible extent and 
hired lubour is outained only to supplement home labour, 
Landless men are everywhere common and ia many villages 
there is a distinct class of agricultural labourer who rarely 
rises to the pesition of a tenant or owner, Payment is 
ordinarily made by feeding the workman during the period 
of his employment and paying him either in cash or prodace 
after harvest, Prodace wages.are common inthe Danabyu, 
Yandoon and Pautanaw Townships but cash wages are 
usually piven at harvest inthe Maub.o Township. Labourers 
are rarely engaged for the whole year, The wage of a 
labourer for the ploughing season varies from 50 to 80 
baskets. For harvesting 4o to §0 baskets are usually paid. 
These rates are exclusive of food which is supplied by the 
employer, Money wages payable at harvest are Rs. 50 to 
Rs, 80 either at ploughing or harvest time. Daily labourers 
for weeding, plucking and transplanting of seedlings, are 
paid one basket of paddy at harvest or Re, 1 in immediate 
. payment, The most commion wage for a labourer who does 
transplanting work is 8 to 12 annas aday supplemented 
with an early morning meal or one basket of paddy payable 
at harvest. Reaping is done either on the Alatngkauk 
system oratacre rates. By the Alatngkauk method, the 
reaper gets one sheaf in every ten or three sheavesin every 
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twenty reaped. At acre rates, the work is paid for either at 
Rs. 4 toRs.6 per 4o0-fathom square plot of i1¢rd acres or 
Rs, 80 for a 20-acre plot plus the necessaries of life during 
the period of reaping. ‘Ihese consist of 300 billets of fire- 
wood, 3 baskets of rice, 2 bottles of kerosene oil and Rs. 2 
for curry stuffs for every 20 acres reaped. The latter rate 
is demanded usually by bands of [ndian reapers who roam 
from village to village during the reaping season, 


Rangoon is the central market for the rice crop of the 
whole district. The bulk of the paddy is exported to the 
Rangoon mills immediately after the threshing operations 
are completed and little is stored in granaries to await 
favourable prices later in the season. There is no lack of 
buyers from Rangoon and the large majority of cultivators 
dispose of the year’s produce to paddy traders a month or 
two after the harvest is over. 


The transport to the central market at Rangoon is 
effected chiefly in sailing barges known locally as tonkéns 
They usually carry 2,000 to 2,500 biskets and are manned 
by a crew of eight, mostly by Coringhis who get about 
Rs. 18 per month. The steersman however pets Rs. 25 
per mensem. These men usually make something extra by 
earning Re, t per 100 baskets of paddy for loading the 
tonkim at the buying centre. Jungle brokers get Re, 1 
per 100 baskets as brokerage but the paddy trader has to 
pay Rs. 2 per 100 baskets to the head brokers who send out 
these sub-brokers to visit distant areas and buy the paddy at 
the most favourable rates, The paddy is carted to the 
nearest landing stage which is generally situated at some 
large village on the main river where landing facilities exist. 
The barge having been loaded is placed iu charge ot a 
trusted clerk who is paid Rs. 30 to Rs. 35 per month with 
a food allowance of Rs, 30 per mensem or Rs 2p rday for 
the days actually spent on the journey to Rangoon and 
back 


The following are the priacipal centres at which paddy 
is collected for export :—Kyonsok, Théngwa, Sitchaung, 
Kywegat, Mithwechaung, Byaingse, Kywedjon. Aukton, 
Yelegale and Chaukywa_ in the Maubin Township ; 
Kyontani, Sagagyi, Kanu, Tamya, Danubyu, Kyauktaing, 
Thabyu and Setkaw in the Danubyu Township ; Yandoon, 
Samalauk, Mezali, Kokkowa, Kattiya and Chaunggyi, in 
the Yandoon Township; Daunggyi, Pantanaw, Sinlangyi, 
Mingayu, Zayatbla, Mayan, Payagyi-daung, Wedaung and 
Thanbayachaung in the Pantanaw Township, 
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The number of cattle inthe di-.trict during the years Cattle, 


1904-05 and 1927-28 is given below :— 














—_ 1904-05. 1927-28. 
Plough Cattle— 
Oxen a 35373 78,730 
Bull buffaloes 660 3,030 
Cow buffaloes 5,587 4,380 
Total, Plough Cattle 41,520 84,080 
Other Cattle— 
WS ier 42,127 95,768 
Kine ces 14,901 24,873 
Y oung Stock— 
uffaloes ... 59352 3,087 
Total, Other Cattle 32,280 53:72 
Granp ToTat ..- 73,800 £39,801 


The number of plough cattle has more than doubled 
itself within the last twenty-three years, the increase under 
oxen being most noticeable. The number of cows has also 
shown a similar increase Bull buffaloes ! ave also increa:ed 
considerably, They are bred mostly within the district 
but except in the flooded po:tions where the use of the 
buffaloe is imperative, th~ bullock is slowly replacing the 
buffaloe as the latter is not only more susceptible to disease 
but is also useless for transport purposes. Tre breeding 
of oxen is carried on in the district un a small s.ale. The 
needs of the cultivator as regards oxen are largely met by 
importations f om Upper Burma. The arcao! land which 
can be worked by a yoke of cattle is about Io acres. 

The price of a good plough bullock abou. 4 or 5 years 
old varies from Rs. go to Rs, 175. The average price of a 
female buffaloe is Rs. 160 to Rs. 200, A male buffalo is 
worth about Rs. 30 less. The average rate of hire for a 
pair of bullocks is 50 baskets of paddy fo- the whole year, 
that is, for both ploughing and threshing operations. For 
a pa‘r of buffaloes the rate is 10 baskets higher. If hired 
for the ploughing season only the rate is the same. In the 
latter case the cattle are returned to the owner immediately 
the ploughing is completed and the owner is put to the 
trouble of feeding and tending the animals himself till 
the rains are over or engaging a herdsmen to cut the grass 
every day for the oxen, The man who hires the cattle 
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fer the whole year is therefore given the privilege of 
using the cattle for the threshing operations in retura for 
the trouble a :d expense of looking after them during the 
rains. 


As regards herding, the usual rate for a buffalo is 10 
baskets of paddy for a period of 34 to 4 months, In the 
case of bullocks, a young boy is engaged for Rs.10 to Rs. 15 
per month with food. 


The total area of reserved razing groand in the district 
is 43,440 acres, Most grazing grounds have cattle paths 
leadiny to them reserved. In the Maubin Township, the 
original allotment of lan! for cultivation even provided 
small paths of 10 feet widtn between each holding of zo 
acres, These either allowed easy access to the grazing 
grounds or provided excellent fodder for. the catile. 
U.fortuna'ely no steps were taken to have them properly 
reserved and in many cases have become merged in the 
adjoiniag holdings After the harvest is over, the cattle 
are allowed to graze anywhers. Grazing grounds are 
necessary mainly during the pleughing season and just 
before the crops rip-n. But owing to the large percentage 
of oxen use in cultivation, the custom of stall feeding 
during the rains is almost universal. Generally the grass 

rowing on the kazéns is sufficient for the needs of the cattle 
here the supply is insufficient, it is supplemented with 
paddy straw which is stored in largs heaps in almost every 
village. Littl+ use is made of many of the grazing grounds 
in the district because they contain nothing else but scrab 
jungle in which there is not a blade of grass for the cattle 
to graze, 

The only justification for their existence is that they 
provide fuel to the residents of the neighbourhood. The 
custoin of still feeding is expensive aod is also 
troub esome but there is much to be said for it. The cattle 
are healthier on the w. ole when stall fed. There is also 
less danger from thieves and snakes and they are less liable 
to contract the diseases which are usually disseminated ta 
a grazing groun:. For the oxen in the district, grazing 
grounds are really not necessary. Gragng grounds are 
however necessary for areas where buffaloes predominate, 
Buffaloes eat more and perhaps keep better health in 
a grazing ground as they get more exercise and can waliow 
in the mud and slush with impunity, Regarded as grazing . 
grounds many of the reserves are more or less failures a8 
they contain so much jungle that it is only with considerable : 
difficulty one can get through them. Proposals have been 
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made to examine these useless grazing grounds and to throw 
them open to cultivation either by the constitution of 
Government estates or by making thugyisa grants, 

Statistics are not available of cattle deaths prior to the 
year 1925 but during the last twenty yesrs there was no 
serious outbreak of any cattle disease, The average number 
of deaths during the last 4 years is 2,979 out of a total of 
136,712 cattle in the district, Classifying them by 
diseases, out of the total number of cattle rincerpest 
claimed ‘11 per cent, victims, anthrax ‘o5 per cent, foot 
and mouth disease ‘04 per cent, debility and old age -76 
per cent, snake bite *33 per cent, accidents *o2 per cent, 
and other causes, ‘87 per cent, Thus the rate of mortality 
amongst cattle was 2°18 per cent per annum, ; 

In 1927-28 there were 130 geldings, 32 stallions, 398 
mares and 116 young animals under the head of ponies, 
Tlrey are numerous in the northern parts of the district 
where there are fewer creeks and greater facilities for 
their use during the dry months of the year, Most of the 
animals were poor speci tens which would not fetch in a 
dry zone district half the price paid here. There are 
11,357 pizs in the district. In many of the Karen villages, 
pig breeding is of considerable importance as it helps to 
provide a subsidiary income when the year’s crop is poor, 


Most of the land inthe district is held by individuals 
who own on an average an area just large enough to enable 
a family to live in comfort. Estates having 500 acres and 
above number only 26 and the total area comp-ised in 
1927-28, 38,228 acres of which 15 estates were in the 
Maub n Township with an area of 19,750 acres, one in the 
Yandoon Township with 837 acres, 6 in the Danubyu Town. 
ship with 5,330 acres and 4 in the Pantanaw Township 
with 2,311 acres. The average size of a holding is about 25 
acres, Fragmentation of holdings on the death of a person 
is not done unless the estate is large enough. Usually the 
subdivision does not reduce the size of the holding below 25 
acres which is the most economical to work. If the estate 
is small, the heirs generally consent to value the land at 
current market rates and take their share in money, either 
by selling the land to others or preferably by allowing 
one of the heirs to buy up the land on favourable terms. 

The area owned by mon-Burmans is _ practically 
negligible as the Indian element has made but little head. 
way in acquiring land within the district. In 1905-06, the 
area of land held by non-agriculturists was reported as 25 per 
cent while in 1927-28 the percentage was only 28 per cent, 
which shows that the greater part of the occupied area is 
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still in the hands of the agriculturist. Out of 80,242 
holdings in 1927-28, 14 per cent were held by non-agricultu- - 
rists, Of the remainder 79 per cent were worked by 
the owners themselves. 

There is little fluctuation in the number of sales of rice 
land between the years 1904-05 and 1927-28. In 
1904-05, the average number of sales was 1,421 and the 
average area sold was 23,605 acres, while in 1927-28 the 
number of sales was 1,379 and the area sold 21,675 acres. 
The sale value of rice land has, however, risen a great deal 
during this period, from Rs, 39°38 per acre in 1904-05 to 
Rs, 124°5t in 1927-28 In every township, the value of 
land has doub!ed and trebled itself during the last twenty 
years and in the embankment protected areas, the value has 
risen from 300 tc 400 percent. This is due, partly to the 
rise in the price of paddy, partly to the growing | scarcity 
of fertile waste and partly, though to a less extent, to -the 
growing competition amongst non-agriculturi:ts who have 
come to regard the purchase of land as the most suitable 
form of investment tor their surplus cash, 

Mortgage values, like sale values, have risen a great 
deal during the past twenty years. Usufructuary mortgages 
are rare. 

There are only two varieties of tenancies, fixed cash and 
fixed produce. Partnership and share produce tenancies 
are non-existent, The total number of tenants for all 
main kinds recorded during the settlement operations of 
1425-28 was 14,511, working an area of 254,201 acres or 
43 percent of the occupied area, Of these 13,919 tenants 
worked 249,745 acres of rice land or 46 per cent of the occu- 
pied area. Of garden land there'were only gs tenants 
working 355 acres while there were 972 tenants of kaing 
land working 4,103 acres. A few fixed cash tenancies are 
to be found in almost every tract in the district but the total 
number of such tenants is only 217 working an area of 
2,336 acres, 

No statistics are available of the races of landlords and 
tenants but in most places Karens preponderate. 


The condition of tenants in the district has not improved 
during the past twenty years owing to the rise in the 
prices of all commodities connected with the cost of living. 
His position is practically the same as it was in the past 
because of the increasing high rents which the landlords 
take as their share of the year’s produce, [here is as yet 
no well defined line between the landlord and the tenant 
classes but there are signs everywhere that the standard of 
living of the latter is distinctly poorer. In places a 


Google 


Maubin District. 51 


distinct tenant class is now existent and these rarely save 
enough to rise to the position of a landlord, The high 
rents demanded by landlords leave the tenant little or no 
profit and so small is the margin of safety that in an 
unfavourable year. he getsinto debt. The landlord who is 
unable to get back the whole of his loans, allows his tenant 
to go on working the holding a few years more, the first 
loan being compounded with interest and a fresh loan 
issued, probably at the same ruinous rate of interest, The 
next two or three years may be favourable but it is the 
landlord who reaps the benefit of increased outturns or 
better ma:ket prices, The tenant has always kis debt as a 
millstone round bis neck and he can never make anything 
more out of the tenancy beyond obtaining sufficient for 
his cost of living. A successi n of bid years would land 
him in serious difficulties and he may be reduced to the 
position of a labourer or to parting with his land if he is an 
owner wirker, His troubles are mainly due to the high. rates 
of interest which he has to pay for hisloans, The situation 
is not so bad in the unprotected and precarious areas as the 
rents there are more elastic. In ma y cases the tenant of 
such areas ekes out a living by the process of liquidating 
the debts contracted during the lean years by a favourable 
harvest every three or four years In the embankment 
protected areas, the complaint is general ‘hat the full rent is 
invariably demanded by the landlord and that even if any 
remission of rentis granted, it bearsno rclatio: to the dimi- 
nution of yield experienced ina year o! unfavourable rainfall. 
Increases in outturn due either to a favourable season, or 
to increased diligece on the part of the tenant, invariably 
afford a pretext for raising the rent the next year. 
Competition to secure tenancies has forced up rents 
and is stillraising the rents in many parts of the 
district. The number of long term tenants is there- 
fore small and no less than (1,255 ou’ of 14,511 in the 
district were found to have been working the lacd for less 
than five years. Five thousand :ix hundred and twenty 
tenants were found to have worked their land for one year 
only which shows that there is little stability amongst the 
tenant class. Another factor which has contributed to the 
increase in rents is the pressure of the population on the 
land owing to the absence of any suitable land for further 
expansions, Rather than join the ranks of the labourers, 
the tenant will go on increasing his rents, evenif this leaves 
him nothing more than the wages which he would ordina.- 
rily ea:n as a labourer in another’s fields. His decision is 
influenced by the fact that he likes to keep his family 
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together. He would rather have his sons and daughters 
to work in his own fields than allow them to go out as 
labourers to work for others. Inthe flooded areas, where 
rents are low and outturns uncertajn, there is a constant 
migration of tenants fron holding to holding in the hope 
that their luck will improve but many give up the struggle 
and became labourers, The ability to pay up one’s loans 
is generally considered a satisfactory ending of the year’s 
work and in fact the absence of a surplus is considered 
normal, The teoant is usually qui e pleased if his budget 
does not show a deficit. The general impression one 
gains of the conditions in the district is that ia the embank- 
ment-protected tracts the tenant is fairly well off. He 
cannot save enough to rise to the position of the small 
owner nor can he dispense with the necessity of obtaining 
Jeans at high interest but he is always able to make 
ends meet and to maintain a moderate standard of comfort. 
In the flooded t acts, especially in the precarious tracts of 
the Yandoon and Pantanaw !ownships, the majority of 
tenants seem to be working on a mere subsistence allowance 
or something very nearly approaching it, A good year often 
follows a succession of unfavourable seasons and in 
consequence the floods have bzen less severe enabling 
the poor tenant to obtain an exceptionally good crop, 
In such a case he is able to return the loans contracted 
during the lean years and in th’s manner he gets a fresh 
lease of life by further borrowings for the ensuiag 
ear, 
Generally the cultivator of the poorer soils has a 
subsidiary source of income, either from fisheries, 
mat making, carting paddy for others or doing a little 
work in the &aing holdings during the hot months of the 
year, 

The rent per acre at the original settlement of the 
district in 1889-91 was Rs. 5°71 or 984 baskets of paddy. 
Since then rents have risen steadily over the whole district 
but it was most marked in the areas protected by the 
Government embankments. At the first revision settlement 
of Messrs. Lowry and Ormiston in 1904—06, the rental value 
per acre was found to be Rs. 9°98 or 11°12 baskets while at 
the second revision settlement of the district in 1925—28, 
the rental value had risen to Rs. 21°43 or 13°02 
baskets of paddy. Although the average rent per acre 
has risen by 1°90 baskets only when compared with 
the figure of 1904—06, it will be seen that its 
monetary value has increased by no less than 122 per 
cent. 
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The statement given below gives an_ interesting 
comparison of the rents prevailing at the last two 
settlements of the district. 





Mixed soil cl«sses. 
Present Assessment 

















Tracts. 

Settlement of 1904-06 | Settlement of 1925-28. 
Rs, Baskets. Rs. Baskets, 
1 $43 9°18 21°38 17°40 T1°30 
2 ae 8°39 10°45 16°49 10°52 
3 7°53 9°42 10°63 7°83 
4 ooo g°or 10°64 17-32 10°89 
5° ‘ 18°26 12°85 27°43 16°47 
6* — 10°97 12°24 29°27 17°84 
7 eee 7386 9°32 17°28 1L°3r 
aes 10°77 12°03 18°19 8ro6 

9* ies 10°24 11°44 25°31 15°48 © 
10 eee 715 8-76 6°92 5°52 
a1 eek 9°07 ious 15°o! 9°34 
18 aes 691 8:33 9°42 6°42 
13° sei 8°68 9°76 | > 16°78 10°18 
14 és 7°92 9°38 12°6r 813 
15* eee 1o°'8 1018 28°19 16°62 
16 a 7°9t 8°84 Ir'g2 8°08 
17* eee 10°04 “11°23 aa°19 13°48 
18° eos 9°97 ro oS 5 22°85 13°08 
19* ie 9°79 10°94 22°95 12°48 
s0* 352 9°79 10°80 24°83 13°37 





From the above figures it will be seen that rents are 
higher in the embankment-protected tracts than elsewhere 
and that in these tracts the rents have increased since the 
previous settlement of the district, 

Due to increased flooding as a result of the measures 
taken to protect Yandoon Island by means of embankments, 
the rent per acre has decreased in Tracts 3, 10, 11, 12 and 
14 of the Settlement of 1925—28, But owing to the rise in 
the price of paddy during the last twenty years, the rental 
value has however increased in every case. 

The question of embankments is an all-important one 
for the district and it is their construction that has enabled 
the cultivator to bring under cultivation the large areas of 
low land in the district which would otherwise have 
remained waste up to this day. 


N.B.—Those marked with an asterisk are protected tracts, 
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The following account is given by Mr. C G, Barnett in his 
Note on Protective Embankments in the Delta. ‘ Prior to 
the British occupation of Lower Burma by the British in 
1854, the Burme-e in order to protect insome measure their 
paddy fields frm inundation, have from time immemorial 
been in the habit of constructing so-called bunds at all points 
along both banks of t-e river of a lower level than that of 
the general surface of the country. Thes* bunds were 
however of so paltry a description that they seldom served 
the purpo:e for which they were intended and ina single 
season were usually washed away. The old Anaukpet 
Bund which exist. d prior to 1861 was 1§ miles lorg and was 
somewhat heavier than the otner Burmese embankments It 
was situated immediately south of Henzada. Other lighter 
works ran in f:ont of Henzada and between the- town of 
Zalun, There are also records of similar works having 
existed at Kyangin and on the right bank of the Potashin. 
There seem to have been few great floods experienced in 
the earlicr years of the British occupation of the country; 
but the floods of 1861 brought disaster to such as existed 
and the cultivation dep: ndent on them ; in that year the old 
Anaukpet bund was totally cestroyed and a new one was 
built by the Public Works Department in the same year. 
This inaugurated the construction and maintenance of 
embankments by Government in the Delta.” 


The Anaukpet Bund was raised and strengthened in 
1865 and subsequently formed part of the embankment 
system. In 1805 a continuous embankment along the right 
bank of the Irrawaddy from the hig ground where the 
Potashin stream issues from the Yomas, north of + yanaung 
to Henzada was constructed. This embankment passed 
behind the towns of Myanaung, Kanaung and Henzada and 
was 5 feet above flood level. Owing to the high floods of 
1868 which flooded out both Myanaung and Kanaung 
marginal embankments along the river edge were made in 
the following year for the three towns of Myanaung, 
Kanaung and Henzada. The same year saw the construc- 
tion of the cross bund to join up the Henzada warginal 
embankment end the Ana.kpet Embankment with the main 


. embankment at the back of Henzada Town, The first four 


miles of the Ngawun Embankment was also started in the 
same year, The idea of a coatisuous embankment from 
Henzada southwards along the right bank of the Irrawaddy 
was then mooted but the scheme was delayed because of 
the shifting sand banks at the mouth of the Ngawun and 
the rapidly in reasing size of the [Thanbyadaing chaung 
which offered a new entrance to the Bassein River. It was 
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ultimately decided by the orders of Government that the 
Ngawun connection with the Irrawaddy was to be left open 
so long as it was usc ful. The one great embankment on the 
banks of the Irrawaddy was thus split up into two, one 
following the left bank of the Ngawun and the other 
_ extending southwards to Za!un to which place the embank- 
ments reached in 1872. The embankment was extended to 
Danubyu in 1873-75. Estimates to extend it further south 
to Setkaw opposite Yandoon wer~ submitted in 1873 but 
the extension of the Ngawun Embankment was given 
preference over the work. The Irrawaddy Emba kment 
was however extended to the 53rd mile in 1575 and was 
‘completed to its present terminus on the Bawci opposite 
the town of Pantanaw in 1883. Since then no further 
extensions have been mad~, The total length which falls 
within the Maubin District is 26§ miles. The embankment 
protects the whole of the Danubyu Township which lies on 
the west ba k of the Irrawaddy River. 


This embankment which originally cost Rs. 2,02,268 for 
74 miles was constructed during the years 1882—84. The 
embankment was raised in height from time to time and the 
portion between miles 3&$ and 46% (original mileage) was 
realigned nearer the river bank in 1892-93, thus incr- asing 
its length to 80% miles, Owing to the erosrons, retirements 
have been necessary from time to time and near Byaingse, 
Sitchaung, Kyweg:t and Sakhangyi, the original embank- 
ments have long been washed away by erosion. Thrse 
spots have been a continual source of anxicty to the 
embankment authorities, especially near Sakhangyi where 
frequent retire ments tave been necessary, A new embank- 
ment enclosing an area of about 9,500 acres of island 
formation near Yelegale was started in 1927-28 and has 
not yet reached completion. This Embankment known as 
the Bhaman'-Shwe daung hmaw Embankment scheme curtails 
the length of the present Emb nkment by 7} miles. Owing 
- to the Maubin Embankment being in the tidal zore, the 
embankment is considerably lower than the main Irrawaddy 
Embankmint and less free board is allowed The 
consequent low cost of the embankme. t and the large area 
of land reclaimed makes this the most successful financially 
in the Irrawaddy Delta. 


At the end of the seventies and the beginning of th- 
eighties, a village road existed between Sangin and 
Sagagyi. In 1882, this road was taken over and practi- 
cally remade as an embarkment by the District Cess Fund 
under the auspices of the Deputy Commissioner, Théngwa, 
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as this would protect a large area immediately behind the 
embankment. It was subsequently taken over by the 
Public Works Department and maintained as an embank- 
ment, The embankment between the years 1882 and 1884 
extended southwards as far south as Sangin only. A 
proposal to extend the embankment southwards to Yangin- 
sanya opposite Yandoon Town at a total cost of Rs. 93,c00 
was made in 1890 but the scheme was not sanctioned for 
want of funds. During the years 1882—84, the villajers- 
extended the embankment themselves to Kakku chaung, a 
large creek just north of Sagagyi which admitted a large 

uantity of water from the the Irrawaddy. In 1885-86 the 
Public Works Department closed this creek and extended 
the village embankment up to this creek while in 1887-88, 
the embankment wes extended further by another tour 
miles to the north as far as Apyauk, making the length 
of the embankment, 144 miles as it exists at present. 


This was commenced in 1897 at a cost of Rs. 1,81,861 
for 35% miles. Short ¢xtensions were made in 1g00 4 d in 
1907-c8, the lecgth became 4°$ miles as it exists at 
present. The embankment like that of Maubin Island is 
not a high one and a free board of only one foot and six 
inches is prcvided, The construction of the embankment 
was much too premature as it prevented the ingress of silt 
laden water into the island which wou'd have raised 
considerably the level of the interior portions, As it exists. 
at present, the embankment provides immunity from 
flooding to only a small area of land, a mere fringe of high 
land in the immediate vicinity of the embankments. The 
interior ‘orms a vast depression in which only a precarious 
kind of cultivation is possible, The drainage of the 
interior is poor owing to the absence of well-defined creeks 
to carry off the water into the main Tayaw chaung which 
forms the chief outlet into the main Irrawaddy River. 
Mention is made in the reports of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment of large sums of morey spent in attempts to imp-ove 
the drainage and from the fact that the Season and Crop 
Report of 1908-09 menticns the existence of two Govern- 
ment canals known as Teinngu and Kyaiklatgyi Cutticgs, 
it was clear that an effort was made in the past to improve 
the drainage of the island. Subsequent events | owever 
proved that scant attention was paid to these considera- 
tians as the drainage channels now form part and parcel of 
existing fisheries and a myénwunse was even allowed in 
the only chauxg which acted as the chief drainage outlet for 
the surplus waters of the island, The latter checked the 
flow of the drainage waters to such an extent that large 
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areas suffer from excessive flooding annually and reaping 
has to be postponed till the waters subside which is 
generally very Jate, 


The embankment which consists of two branches is 54} 
miles long and was constructed at a total cost of 
Rs. 52,68,014 which includes small additions to the capital 
outlay up to 1924-25, The Irrawaddy branch starts f:om 
the town of Yandoon and runs for a distance of 32 miles 
along tte left blank of the Irrawaddy River and ends at 
the village of M-letto, a large fishing village at the mouth 
of the stream of the same name. The Panhlaing branch 
which is 22% miles long, runs eastward from Yandoon 
along the so:th bank of the Panhlaing River up to the 
village of Mezali and then turns to .the south for a few 
miles terminating at the vlage of Ngetpyawgyun, a large 
village at the mouth of the Pazunmyaung chaung (also 
known as the Ngetpyawgyun chaung), This embankment 
which was completed in 1917-10, protects the whole 
of the no-thern portions of Yandoon Island. South 
of Alan the embankment offers little or no protection 
to the lands in the interior of the island, and at the 
same time has stopped the silting-up proc: ss of the low- 
lying portions lying immediately behind the villages of 

aletto and Tani. 

This is a small embankment extending from Sangin, a 
village just opposite Danubyu to Yanginsanya, a village at 
the mcuth of the Panblaing River, Its total length is 13¢ 
miles and it was constcucted in gto at a total cust of 
Rs 20,935. This amount was contributed by the cultiva- 
tora of all the 4wins whose lands would be benefited by the 
scheme. At the settlement of 1904-05 this bund was 
already in exist-nce but it was no larger than an ordinary 
high kaz?m and breaches were frequent, This bund was 
demolished about the year 1908 as it was feared that the 
safety of the Government embankments on the opposite 
bank of the Irrawaddy would be threatened if it was 
allowed to exist. On an appeal being made, the necessar 
permission was granted in 190g to reconstruct the bund, 
A condition was however laid dow. that four masonry 
pillars to each mile should be constructed, the tops of 
which wire to mark the high flood level of the year 1906, 
The height .of the new embankment was to be regulated by 
the line of masonry pillars. These masonry pillars have 
either been washed away by the erosion of the river or 
embedded in the bund itself. One or two of the masonry 
pillars which were discovered were a3 low asthe level of 
the adjoining fields and it was difficult to understand how a 
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bund of so lowa height could have saved the land from 
flooding. Apparently the orders were not obeyed because 
the present structure was found to be at least § or 6 feet 
above the height of the masonry pillars, It is now 18 
years since the bund was first constructed and the cul-iva- 
ters, as far as it can be ascertained, have not hesitated to 
raise the height of the bund from time to time in order to 
escape the yearly flooding that takes place. Both Messrs. 
Mathers and Lowry, who did t' eo iginal and revision 
s ttlements of the distri.t, were of opinion that the bund 
should be taken over by the Governme: t, Breaches in tte 
bund tave been an annual occurren:e and large areas 
under flourishing crops of paddy wer: destroyed at each 
breach. The general poverty of the cultivators in the a-ea 
lying to the east of this embankme t might be trace / to 
this cause. It seemed clear from its pat history that with- 
out the aid of Government the cultivatoc:s could scarcely 
hope for relief from flooding. At one time the construction 
of this embankment by Government appeared to be the 
only solution but the lesson of higher flood levels caused by 
the co struction of the Yandoon Embankment has convinced 
all concerned that by its construction, only oze part of 
the district will be saved at the expense of increased flood- 
ing in other parts and that it might even lead to increased 
press'ire round Maubin Island to such an extent as to 
jeopardise the safety of the existing em arkments, 


This embankment, tte most successful amongst those 
done by private agency, was constructed in 1920 by volun- 
tary contributions from cultivators in the immediat- vicinity 
of the proposed work, The total length of the embank- 
ment is 184 miles. Rreaches of a minor nature occurred 
a few years after its co: struction but it has now withstood 
the force of the floods for the past6 or 7 years and in 
consequence large areas behind :he embankment have been 
benefited. : 


This is a small embankment round 13 Awins on the 
souttern banks of the Pyalin chaung, an off-shoot of the 
Pantanaw River. It was constructed about 1917-18 at a 
cost of about Rs. 6,000 collected by voluntary contri’ utiors 
from landowners, The structure was not strong enough to 
withstand the floods ard so frequently has it been breached 
in the past that no effort is now made to keep it in repair. 
In consequence it has become useless and has been 
practically abandoned, 
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CHAPTER V. 
FORtSTS AND MINERALS, 


Mil 


CHAPTER VI. 


OCCUPAIIONS AND TRADE. 


Classification of people by occupation ; Agriculture ; The Fishery 
industry; Pottery-making ; Mat-making; Manufacture of fishirg 
nets ; Extracticn of juice from the “ te” ; Manufacture of cheroots ; 
Plying of carts for hire ; Trading centres ; Export markets. 


The following summary shows the number of persons Classi- 
dependent on different occupations for their livelihood as fication of 








returned in the last two censuses :— peor by 
pation. 
tir. 19st. ; 
Occupation. 
Number. Percent- Naim bee: Percent- 


age. age. 


———— 











8. Exploitation of the | 933,273 | 7369 952,437 | 76°47 
surface of the 
earth. 

1. Production of raw . see oo 
materials. 

a. Industry oe 13,650 448 16,028 4°86 

3. Transport oes 6,976 2°02 6,78 03 

4. Trader he 43596 | 14°29 29,463 | £1°96 

§. Public Force... 1,056 35 {,019 “38 

6, Public Administra- 1,493 49 15754 “53 
tion, 

7. Professions and 12 1" 6,144 186 
Liberal Arts. me 

8, Persons living on 87 "0g 199 06 
their income. 

9. Domestic Service 965 28 634 "19 

to. Insufficiently de- 10,345 3°39 51208 1°58 
scribed. 

18. Unproductive and 403 13 509 15 
unclassified. 

Total ees 305,073 Sas 330,106 eee 
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Througtout the district a large majority of the people 
depend on agriculture for a livelihood. In 1921 out of a 
total population of 330,106 persons, agriculture gave 
employment to no less than 123,152, of whom 49,564 
were cultivating owners, 25,970 tenants and 47,612 
agricultural labourers. Including those dependent on the 
actual workers, the agricultural population of the district 
numbered 316,160 persons or nearly 66 per cent of the 
whole. 

The fishery industry employs no less than 12,565 
actual workers whosupport amongst them 11,201 depen- 
dents. There are in all 758 leased fisheries in the district 
distributed as follows :— 


Maubin Township se ie 231 
Pantanaw Township oo a 316 
Yandoon Township cas 94 
Danubyu Township see bs 117 


The manufacture of ngapi and dried fish is an important 
industry. 

Pottery-makinz on a small scale is carried on at Setkaw 
and Tamya in the Danubyu Township and at Yondaw-Obo 
inthe Pantanaw Township The workers who numbered 
only 476 persons in 1431, make unglazed pottery such as 
cooking pots, tea kettles, flower pots and vases, and water 
pots and sell them to dealers who hawk about in large 
Burmese boats from villaze to village within the district as 
arule, but sometimes in the Myaungmya and Pyapén 
districts as well. 

Mat-making is one of the minor industries which helps 
in many places to supplement the agricultural income of the 
family. The industry is however on a small scale asthe 
supply of the s47” reed is insufficient to meet the 
demand. The task of removing the thm from the 
stalks of the plant, drying them out in the sun and splicing 
them into suitably sized strips, forms the work of the 
women who also weave the mats in their spare time. 
Those living in the towns of Danubyu, Pantanaw and some 
of the larger villages in the neighbourhood of these towns 
make mats for export to Rangoon, but elsewhere it is an 
occupation subsidiary to agriculture and the women of 
the household devote their attention to mat weaving 
only during the slack season after the harvest has been 
gathered and sold or during the rains after the planting. 
operations have teen completed. 

The manufacture of fishing nets is an interesting indus- 
try and offers employment to a smali number in the 
Setkaw Village-tract of the Danubyu Township. The men 
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spin the thread in locally made spinning machines and then 
wind it on flat wooden reels which are made to revolve 
round a spindle. The process of tanning it with the juice 
of the te or fig fruit next takes place, the men standing 
before these revolving reels and brushing the thread with 
the juice till it assumes a dark brown hue. The thread 
when dry is wound off in hanks and made over to the 
women who do the netting work in their spare tine. 

Some of the households in Setkaw besides making nets, 
extract the juice of the #¢e or wild fig by pounding the 
fruit in wooden mortars and then pressing it. The liquid 
which is stored in jars is taken in boats to various places in 
the delta and sold to fishermen for dyeing their nets. The 
fe is the fruit of the wild fig which is plentiful in the 
sndaing forests of Upper Burma. It is brought down 
from there to Setkaw in large boats. 

At Danubyu the rolling of cheroots from tobacco grown 
in the neighbouring islands, offers employment t» about 815 
people but the bulk of the tobacco crop is exported 
in leaf, 

A large number of people in various parts « f the district 
are profitably engaged in plying carts for hire. In a 
district where the bulk of the paddy is sold on the thresh- 
ing floor, the necessity of carting the grain to the nearest 
landing stage to be loaded into ‘onhins affords a consider- 
able addition to the anaual income of agriculturists and on 
the main roads the supply of carts is barely equal to the 
demand. 

Yandoon is the centre from which up-country goods are 
distributed to the delta towns and villages. A great 
amount of trade is ca ried on in boats. !here are muni- 
cipal bazaars in Yandoon, Maubin and Danubyue The 
bazaars at Sitchaung, Yelegale, Sagagyi and Kattiya are 
under the charge of the wistrict Council. 

The district exports all its paddy to Rangoon except 
a small portion retained by the people for food and seed, 
There are no large export markets of importance but 
numerous villages along the banks of large rivers are selected 
where the grain from the surrounding country is collected 
for transport. Paddy brokers and traders get the grain 
carted to the nearest loading stage and gather as much 

ddy as possible because transport charges are much 
ightened if the tonksns are not required to wait for a 
sufficient quantity to make up a full load, The greater the 
the number of trips the tonégn can make to Rangoon, the 
less are its charges. During the dry months the river 
banks are lined with temporary -granaries and in some 
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places where the bank is steep and the anchorage good, the 
loading of the grain is tacilitated by cutting away the earth 
and niaking a sloping chute, the soil from the top being 
utilized at the bottom for making a temporary loading 
stage near the water’s edge. The surface of this sloping 
bank is smeared with cowdung and earth and the thousands 
of baskets of paddy stored above is simply shovelled below 
to be loaded into the waiting tonkins. 


CHAPTER VIL, 


MEANS OF COMMUNICATION, 


Waterways; Roids; Post and Telegraphs ; Government steam 
, vesszls ; Landing stages ; Rest-house. 


The Irrawaddy River with its main branch the To or 
China Bakir River forms the main artery of communications 
in the district. ‘The Irrawaddy Flotilla Company maintains 
an excellent service between Rangoon and the principal 
places in the delta and there is no lack of communications 
to even the mo-t remote village in the district. Besides 
the mail steamer service between Rangoon and Mandalay 
there are daily launches plying between Rangoon and 
Yandoon and between Rangoon and Pantanaw, the former 
going through the Panhlaing Creek during the rains and 
the latter stoppizg at Wedaung only during the dry weather, 
Maubin possesses a daily launch which lea:es in the early 
morning and returns from Rangoon at dusk. There are 
also large steamers plying thrice weekly between Rangoon 
and Henzada calling at Maubin, Yandoon and Danubyu 
while there are expres. launches with cabin accommodation 
plying daily between Rangoon and Bassein and between 
Rangoon and Henzada, both calling at Maubin. A daily 
service is also run each way between Henzada and Pyapén, 
calling at Danubyu, Yandoon and Maubin. There are also 
steamers plying between Yandoon and such places as 
Einmé, Wakéma and Moulmyainggyun in the Myaungmya 
District, Ali these serve the villages situated on the banks 
of the Irrawaddy River and its branches. The eastern 
boundary of the district possesses two services, one through 
the Hlaing, Kokkowa and Bawlé Rivers to Nethamein and 
another through the Panhlaing Creek to Kattiya. In spite 
of the number of launch:s maintained by the Irrawaddy 
Flotilla Company, they are supplemented by many privately 
owned launches and motor boats. There are motor boat 
services maintained between Maubin and such places as 
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Sitchaung, a village about g miles north of Maubin, 
Kawetkin, a large village not far from the mouth of the 
Twanté Canal, Tazinyegyaw, a village high up the Maletto 
chaung and Kyonsok, a large and flourshing village in the 
Panthabut River, Motor bwats also run from Yandoon to 
Sagagyi, a small town on the extreme north of the district 
and from Yandoon to Mezali in the Panhlaing River. The 
so called Chetty launches owned by Indians ply between 
Kyaiklat and Taman and tetween Kyaiklat and Thaungtu. 
These serve all the villages on the southern boundary of 
the district, the former plying in the Tayaw chauag and 
the latter in the Singu and Thaungtu Rivers. These small 
lunches and motor boats wh ch carry passengers only, stop 
at any place hailed at and though they are none too safe 
and ar: small and dirty, yet they are gen-rally crowded to 
their utmost capacity 

Paddy is carried by the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company's 
steamers and flats but the bulk of the grain is transported 
in cargo boats of ali sizes which enter the smaller crecks as 
well. During the paddy seas.n the main rivers present an 
animating scene with steamers passing to and fro and 
numerous cargo boats with their broad sails weathered to 
shades of rea and brown, taking their burden of the year’s 
crop to the mills at Rangoon. 


The Irrawaddy River though navigable everywhere 
suffers from shoals which necessitate frequent buoying but 
- its off-shoots, the Panhlaing and the Pantanaw Rivers are 
in a still worse condition, The Panhlaing was formerly 
the route connecting Rangoon with Yandoon vf4 Kattiya 
but it has silted up so completely between Mezali and. 
Ngetpyawgyun that the route is now closed throughout the 
year. During the rains, the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company's 
launches come up the Hlaing and Kokkowa streams and 
then enter the Panhlaing River through the Bawle which 
joins it at Mezali. During the dry months timber rafts 
which come down from Upper Burma still follow the 
Panhlaing route on their way to Rangoon but steamer 
navigation is impossible except for small native owned 
launches and motor boats. The Pantanaw River is also. 
silted up so badly between Pantanaw and Wedaung that 
launches can come up only as far as the latter village, 
Travellers to Pantanaw either go by sampan or by cart 
across the fields. Many pre‘er to travel by the steamer for 
Yandoon and then alight at Daunggyi from which place 
there is a motor bus service connecting it with Pantanaw, 

Both the Tayaw and Thaungtu chaungs are navigable for 
steamers of light draught but the latter stream is so choked 


Google 


oads., 


64 Maubin District 


up with beda weeds between the months of January 
and April that traffic is often at a standstill or it takes - 
days to accomplish what could be performed ina few 
hours. 


There are only two metalled roads of any importance 
in the district. One is from Maubin to Yelegale, a large 
and important village g miles due west of Maubin on the 
western edge of Maubin Island. This road was originally 
metalled w.th “ dilon ”, a kind of hard baked ball of earth, 
but recently the District Council has comn.enced to metal 
the surface with stone. About four miles have now been 
completed and it is proposed to compiete the entire length 
as funds permit. This road is largely used during the 
paddy season for bringing the grain in carts either to 
Maubin orto Yelegale. In spite of its short length there 
is an incessant stream of motor traffic throughout the day. 
No less than 30 to 40 cars ply on it and though car owners 
co.nplain that a set of tyres do not last more than three 
months owing to the bad condition of the road surface, it is 
evident that there is no dearth of passengers to keep all 
of them employei on a remunerative basis. Another road 
which is next in importance is the one leading from 
Danubyu to Kyontani, a small village on the western 
border of the district. At the time of Mr. Lowry’s settle- 
ment in 1904-05, this road extended only as far as 
Pyingatha, 8 miles distant. Anextension of 6 miles was 
subsequently made to its present terminus in the Maubin 
District, The road, however, does not end at Kyontani 
but crosses the Kyontani chawag by a large wooden bridge 
and continues to Kydnpyaw and Ngathainggyaung in the 
Bassein District. It is therefore an important trunk 
road connecting Danubyu with places in the interior of 
Kyonpyaw Township. The road is metalled with‘ dilon.” 
The number of motor cars plying on this road is just as 
large as in Maubin. Along both roads there is an incessant 
stream of cart traffic during the paddy season but except 
during the monsoons, they are confined to the berm of the 
roads. During the open season, the surface of the embank- 
ments offers a splendid road for cyclists and pedestrians 
and full use is made of them, many of the residents of 
villages along the embankments having invested in bicycles, 
Cart tracks usually run along the inside edges of these 
embankments and Ford cars may often be seen plying 
between Maubin and the villages along the bund. Indeed 
it is possible during the dry weather to go to any village 
in the interior in a Ford car as the high grourd clearance 
of this make enables one to negotiate the kasins and cart 
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tuts of the country-side. Motor cars sometimes ply 
between Danubyu and Pantanaw (25 miles) along the inside 
edge of the Government embankment, while across the 
addy fields motor buses ply between Daunggyi and 
Pantene in the hot weather. In the Yandoon Township, 
cars go to various places and a regular service is maintained 
for passenger traffic. A motor lorry for the conveyance of 
paddy to the landing stage was even met with in the 
Pantanaw Township. No part of the district is land-locked 
but the export of paddy will undoubtedly be facilitated and 
the cost of transport reduced if short feeder roads to the 
river bank are made. It will then be po:sible for the bulk 
of the grain to be transported in motor lorries to the loading 
stages atthe river bank. At present cart tracks offer a 
good road surface for the motor car during the short period 
‘of a fortnight or a month after the paddy comes into the 
market and about a month after the selling season is over. 
Later on in the hot weather the cart ruts become too deep, 
especially near the kaz¢vs and much spade work has to be 
done during a journey in order to enable the car to get 
over difficult ground. : 
There are two bridge roads in the district which have 
fallen into disuse since the last settlement. One is from 
Alamyo to Hnegyo, a distance of ten miles. It has not 
been kept in repair and in consequence little use is made of 
it. Carts however use the berm of the roads in bringing 
the paddy to the important export centre of Tamya, a 
village just two miles south of Alamyo, The bulk of the 
paddy trom the interior is also brought along this route 
anda metalled road leading into Tamya and Danubyu 
would facilitate transport and at the same time form a useful 
link with the Henzada District. Another road is from the 
fourth mile on the Maubia-Yelegale Road to Seiktha, a 
village situated near the Government embinkments in the 
northern portion of Maubin Island. This road was 
origina'ly constructed in order to facilitate communication 
with the northern part of Maubin Island should abnormal 
floods threaten the safety of the embankments but it has 
never been used for this purpose and even at the time of 
Colonel Ormiston’s settlement in 1905-06, nothing was done 
to keep the road in repair and in consequence it was quite 
unused and unusable, It is now in a worse condition. 
All the paddy of the interior Awins is taken to the nearest 
river bank and this road is now not necessary. What is 
really wanted in a delta district like Maubin are short 
feeder roads to the river bank in order to facilitate the 
transport of paddy. A good metalled road along the side 
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berm of the Government embankments would also meet 
all requirements and improve communications a great 
deal. 

Now that the Pantanaw River bas silted up and 
launches can go up only as far as a Wedaung, a village ten 
miles away from Pantanaw, communications would be 
much improved if a metalled road is made between 
Pantanaw and Daunggyi, a distance of seven miles. The 
latter village is situated on the Irrawaddy River itself and 
travellers now prefer to go by the Rangoon-Yandoon 
launches reaching Daunggyi early in the evening. The 
journey is continued by motor car or bullock cart and the 
town is reached before nightfall. 


Posts and There is a Head Post Office at Maubin and Sub and 

Tele- Branch Post Offices at Sitchaung, Yelegale, Kyonsok, 

graphs. Théngwa, Kawetkin, Danubyu, Sagagyi, Pantanaw and 
Yandoon. Post offices were opened at Kyontani, Mayan 
and Ngagyigayet at the end of 1937 as an experimental 
measure but were abolished at the end of six months as 
being unremunerative, The larger villages are visited 
about twice a week but the smaller and less accessible 
villages only receive their letters at uncertain intervals, 

here are telegraph offices at Maubin, Danubyu, 

Sagagyi, Pantanaw and Yandoon; There is telephonic 
communication between the Police station at Maubin and 
Yandoon, 

Govern- The officials in the district who have much touring to 

Sea do are provided with steam launches. The Deputy 

vessels, COmmissioner and the District Superintendent of Police 
are each provided with a commodious house-boat in addi- 
tion to the launches required to tow them, The Superin- 
tendent of Land Records, the Superintendent of Excise and 
the Subdivisional Officers of Yandoon and Maubin share a 
launch between them, 

A launch is specially reserved for the use of the 
Embankment Subd.visional Officer during the rains in 
order to enable him to reach quickly places where erosions 
threaten the safety of the embankments but during the dry 
months this launch is shared with other officers. who need 
them for touring purposes. The Police at Maubin have 
been provided with small motor boats to enable them to 
reach quickly distant places immediately on receipt of the 
news of violent crime. Those at Yandoon have been 
similarly provided. Alist of the leased ferries will be 
found in the B Volume of the Gazetteer. They are situated 
= the Irrawaddy, the To, Panhlaing and Pantabud 

ivers. 
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There are no landing stages anywhere in the district. Landing 
The Irrawaddy Flotilla Company provides large pontoons stages. 
at Maubin, Yandoon, Pantanaw and Danubyu to enable 

assengers to embark and disembark without inconvenience 
ut elsewhere the launches either tie up agiinst the high 
bank or use sampans to take the passengers ashore, 
Government launches have generally to find places along 
the river where the water is deep enough to enable them to 
tie up against the bank. ; 

In a district where most of the officials travel about in otaea 
Government launches, the need for rest-houses is not so "° 
gteat and those that exi-t are therefore few and far 
between, 

There is a circuit house at Maubin and there are 
Dak bungalows at Maubin, Pantabut, Letkokpin, Achan, 
Kawetkin, Nga-pe-oh, Kywedon and Yelegale in the 
Maubin Township, at Yandoon, Samalauk and Mezali in the 
Yandoon Township, at Danubyu, Akyaw, Kyontani and 
Kyaungzu in the Danubyu Township and at Pantanaw, 
Wedaung and Zayathla in the Pantanaw Township. \ 


CHAPTER VIII. 
FAMINB. 


Nil, 


CHAPTER IX. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 


Constitution of the Théngwa District ; Changes in organisation - 
Present General Administration ; List of Deputy Commissioners ; 
Village Administration ; Judicial ; Crime ; Police; Jail; Ecclesias- 
tical; Roman Catholic ; The Yandoon Mission ; The Maubin Mission 
The American Baptist Mission ; The Co-operative Credit Societies ; 
Agricultural Department, Public Works Department; Posts and 
Telegraphs; Land Records Department ; Veterinary Department. 


On the annexation of Pegu in 1852, the Yandoon and Constitu- 
the Maubin Townships were included in the Dalla Sub- tion of 
division of the Hanthawaddy District. The Danubyu Loe 
‘Township was within the Heazada District and the Panta- a a 
naw Township was within the Bassein District of the old 
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-Pegu Division, As soon as it was clear that life and pro- 


perty had become more secure, land was taken up in every 
direction and new settlers came from other places, The 
task of administration became so large that in 1875 a new 
district called the Théngwa District was constituted. It 
embraced portions carved out from the adjoining districts 
of Henzada, Bassein and WHanthawaddy. From the 
Henzada District was obtained the township of Danubyu, 
from Bassein the Shwelaung and- Pantanaw Townships, 
and from Hanthawaddy the Théngwa, Yandoon, Pyapén 
and f‘edaye Townships. The new district, when thus 
formed, had a population of 186,810 persons and produced 
a total revenue of Rs 10,24,306. 


In 1881 the Irrawaddy Division was formed by separa- 
tion from the uld Pegu Division of the districts of Basseia, 
Henzada, Théngwa and Thayetmyo, The Théngwa 
District and its neighbour the Bassein District became so 
large that in 1893 the Myaungmya District was created out 
‘of portions taken out from them, The Pantanaw and 
Shwelaung Townships were contributions from the 
Théngwa District. On the formation of the Myaungmya 
District, the Thayetmyo District was taken away from the 
Irrawaddy Division, There was a large increase of 
population in the delta in consequence of the rapid spread 
of cultivation. Later, the work of the Deputy Commis- 
sioners of the Théngwa and the Myaungmya Districts 
became so heavy that it was decided to form a new district, 
to be known as the Pyap8n District, out of these two, 
This decision was given effect to on the 1st December 
1903. In the redistribution of townships the Th éngwa 
District, which was renamed the Maubin District, obtained 


the Pantanaw Township back from the Myaungmya Dis- 


trict, One purpose of the new arrangement was to collect, 
as far as possible, the most valuable fisheries in the delta 
‘under the Deputy Commissioner, Maubin, who would be 
‘able to give special attention to the fishery administration. 
Since 1903, the district boundaries have under gone only 
.slight alterations, those necessitated by the transfer of a 
few kwins to and from the Wak&ma Towaship of the 
Myaungmya District. 

Maubin was chosen as the headquarters of the 
Théngwa District in 1876 by Sir Ashley Eden, the then 
Chief Commissioner, for its central position. Maubin was 


_ then only a small village in which resided a small number 


of Talaings, who worked the neighbouring fisheries and 
Karens, who took to agriculture. It was situated in 
marshy country where myriads of mosquitoes bred and 
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multiplied. Colonel Horace Brown, Commissioner of 
Pegu, when recommending, in 1879, the construction of 
the Maubin Embankment, said of Maubin Island :— 

“ At the present time the whole island is a swamp, 
producing nothing but myriads of mosquitoes and a few- 
fish, with a narrow fringe of garden land along the river.’ 
District officials apparently did not appreciate the choice 
of Maubin as headquarters and they ironically dubbed it 
the “ Garden of Eden.” For some years after-its estab- 
lishment, the advisability of moving the headquarters to 
Yandoon was discussed: This was. however, vetoed by 
Colonel Horace Brown who was of opinion that ‘although 
the mosquito plague might be trying, yet it was by no 
means evident that the scents of Yandoon, resulting from 
the azapz trade, might not be worse.” 

The district consists of the Maubin Subdivision with Present 

the Maabin and the Pantanaw Townships and the reek 
Yandoon Subdivision with the Yandoon and the Danubyu toa 
Townships. The district is in charge of a Deputy Commis. 
sioner as usual, and is under the general supervision of the 
Commissiorer, Irrawaddy Division, resident at Bassein- 
At headquarters is an officer who performs the duties of 
Headquarters Assistant and Special Power Magistrate, 
another who combines the duties of Headquarters Magis- 
trate and Treasury Officer, an Akunwun who is an Addi- 
tional Magistrate, and two Inkunwuns, who are also 
Additional Magistrates. There is a Subdivisional Officer 
in charge of each subdivision who js also Subdivisional 
Magistrate, and similarly there is a Township Officer in 
charge of each township who also performs the duties of 
Township Magistrate. Honorary Magistrates number 
twenty-two, six each at Maubin, Yandoon and Danubyu 
and four at Pantanaw, 

The following is a list of Deputy Commissioners of the ! ist of 
old Théngwa District for the period 1875-1903 and of the Deputy 
Li District after the creation of the new Théngwa nag 

istrict -— ; é 








Year of appointe 


’ Serial 
No Names. ment. 





Ss. T. Smith, Esq. 

H. A, Gower, Esq. 

Capt. J. Butler, IA. * 
Major G E, Fryer, I-A. ove 
G. L, Weideman, Esq.) 1.C.S. ; 


1877 
1877-79 


Ah wm 
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Serial 
No. 





Maubin District. 


Names. 


Et Splitt, Esq. 

G, Le Weideman, Esq,, I. C. S. 
H, Buckle, Esq. 
W. W. Fox, eo 
H. Buckle, Esq. 
F.S. Copleston, Exq , LCs. 
H. Buckle, Esq. 
R, Phayre, Esq. 
F. S. Copleston, Esq., I CS, 
S. H. T, De La Courneuve, Esq. 
iajor C. B. Cooke, LA, 

. M. B, Irwin, Esq, see 
Col. W. W, Pemberton, I.A. 
Capt. W. FH, Grey, I. es 
C, J. A. Duke, Esq. 
Major C. B. Cooke, LA.” 
Lieut. T. G, Johnson, I.A. 
H. G Batten, Esq. 
Capt, B. A. N, Parrott, LA, 
E. Cortnichneh Esq 
. H. T- De La Courneuve, Esq. 
. M, George, Esq., 1.C.S 
. T. De La unica Esq. 
t. G. E. T. Green, 1.A. 
. Todd-Naylor, Esq., 1.C.S, 
” Pennel, F Pg » LCS. 
ilson, Esq., 1.C.S. ... 

F. D. Maxwell, ILA. 
-D. J.C Macnabb, [.A, 

. Shaw, Esq., IC cs 
. C, Minns, Esq , LC.S, 
- S. Christie, Esq. ta 
- A. Shaw, Beg: ’ ic, 
- Rice, Esq., I 
raser, Esq. Lc. S. 
‘apt. S. L. Aplin, L.A, 
apt. F. D, vole rey A. 

- D, Fraser, Esq, I-C.S. 
apt. F. D. Maxwell, I.A. 
.E. inglish, Esq, I.C.S. 
tit .D Maxwell, 1.A, 
.G 
.Cl 
. F, 
apt. 


pe? Saoppor ape ens 


oa> 


eee 


Moore, Ksq,, I GS, 
A. Leveson, Esq., lc S. 
layton, Esq., 1.C.S. 
Chalmers, Esq. I.C,S, 
t. A. B. Roberts, I.A. 
. R. P, Cooper, Bed: ig Les. 
Vv. Wallace, E: sq. . 
. Anderson, Esq , I.C.S, 


CEOSURERED GS 





Year of appoint- 
ment,. 
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Serial 


No, Names. Year of appoint- 


ment, 





55 | Major H. V.M. Langtry, I.A. UQiser7 
56 | U Po Pe(3), K.S.M,A.T.M. ae 1917 
57 | Lieut.-Col, H. V. M, Langtry, I-Ae ... 19t7 
58 | U Po Pe‘a),K.S.M., A-T.M. - 19£7-20 
59 | F.C, Barclay, Esq., I.C-S. es 1920-21 
60 | U Po Pe(2), K.S.M., A.T.M. . we. tga 
61 | W. J. Smyth, Esq., I.C.S, _ 1921-22 
62 | E. J. Farmer, Esq ,1.°°S, 1927 
63 | A.E. Gilliat, Esq., 1.C.S. 1932-23 
64 | W.L. Barretto, Esq wis ies 1923-24 
65 | F.C. Barclay, Esq., 1.C.S, * 1924-25 
66 | Lieut.-Col, H. P. M. Lord, lA. eet 1925 96 
67 Major H. R, Pelly, 1.A. wes 1926-27 
68 | U Ba E, B.A., KeS.M., AT.M. és 1927 

C. K. Davis, Esq. ve 1937 






For many years after the annexation of Lower Purma in 
1854 the land revenue and other district taxes were 
collected by tak or circle thugyés wto were in charge of 
large groups of villages and were often powerful and in- 
fluential men. These circle appointments have been 
abolished within the last 30 years as they fell vacant from 
‘death, retirement or other causes. The last circle thugys 
(of Hnegyo circle) retired on pension in 1920; but he 
retained charge of his own village as village headman, the 
8 subordinate headmen under him taking over independent 
charge of their resrective tracts as viliage headmen on full 
commission, The village-tract consists either of a single 
village or of a group of villages which can be conveniently 
supervised by a single headman, All headm n are 
appointed by the Deputy Commissioner, Village headmen 
are remunerated by a commission on all revenue collected 
by them, but it has been found that the commission is in 
many cases insufficient to recompense him for hi: trouble 
and to uphold his d gnity, Ac.ording'y, land known as 
“‘thugyisa,” that is land assigned as an appanage of the 
office of Augyé or headman, has been granted in certain 
cases. The thugy: pays the revenue and can let the land 
or work it himself, but he has no right to sale or mortgage 
and acquires no heritable interest in it. As occasion arose 
amalgamation of small village-tracts was undertaken in 
accordance with the present policy of Government to 


Village 
dminis- 
tration. 


enlarge headmen’s charges and to make their position 
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more attractive. Fhe average commission paid to the 
headmen in 1927 was Rs, 259. In addition tothis Rs, 5,000 
was allotted to the district for the payment of rewards to 
headmen in accordance with the scheme laid down in 
Local Government’s Resolution No. 225D26, dated the 
ard August 1927. Inthe same year the Deputy Gommis- 
sioner, Maubin, expenced Rs. 4,475 io rewards varying 
from Rs. 50 to Rs. 150 to 54 headmen, The continued 
amalgamation of village-tracts reduced the number of 
headmen to 28) in 1.25 and to 277 in 1927. The judicial 
work of headmen was generally satisfactory though not 
extensive, In1¢24 headmen exercising special civil powers 
numbered 78 and those exercising special criminal powers 
numbered 58. 


The amendment of the Village Act in 1924 led to the 
withdrawal of special civil and criminal powers from head- 
men and their conferment on Village Committees, The 
Burma Village Amending Act, 1924, cam: into force with 
effect from the zoth December 1924 In 1927 there were 
153 Village Committees with special criminal powers and 
130 with special civil powers. Village Committees have 
been fairly active in (a) the trial of civil suits, (6) the trial 
of criminal cases, and (c) co-operation with the headman 
in matters relating to the genaral administration of the 
village-tract. The following remarks of the Commissioner 
of the Irrawaddy Division in the Administration Report of 
1926 bear testimony to the good work accomplished, on the 
whole, by Village Committees :—“ The conduct of members 
of Village Committees has on the whole been good. There 
was Close co-operation between headmen as chairman and 
other members of the Committees,. The members of the 
Village Committees are usually respectable and representa- 
tive men of the villages, and are of the class from which 
headmen and ten-house-gauags are recruited. They are 
regarded as the /ugyss of the village and exercise consider- 
able influence. The co-operation of the Committees has 
been found of utmost value in dealing with habitual crimi- 
nals under the preventive sections and in that respect 
quite a number of them have done good work.” 


There are 2,297 ten-honse-gaungs, of whom 2,018 are 
exempted from payment of the capitation-tax. They 
continue to give a good return for the small privileges to 
which their appointment admits them by active co-opera- 
tion with the headmen and by usefully rendering assist- 
ance to the officials of the district in the discharge of 
their duties, 
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In 1925 the light Sessions charge of Maubin was Judicial. 
amalgamated with that of Myaungmya andthe post of 
Additional District and Sessions Judge with headquarters 
at Maubin was sanctioned, as a result of tte recommenda- 
tions made by Mr. J. P. Doyle of the Burma Commission 
(Judicial Branch}. The District and Sessions Judge resides 
at Myaungmya. There is one Subdivisional Judge for the 
Maubin and Yandoon Subdivisions at Maubin. At each of 

, the four township headquarters there is a Township Judge. 

The following table shows the condition of the district Crime. 

in regard to crime in the decade 1918-27 :— 

















Allkinds | No. of 
own catile, | oftree | cases | Cases. 
lr: theft fs "y =P con 
ca 2 victed. 

cases, trial. 
1918 ... 38 3 35 1,016 789 668 
1919 42 12 Or 15173 954 790 





The Police Force in 1875 when the Thongwa District Police. 
was first constituted, consisted of — 


t Superintendent. 
2 Inspectors. 
3 Head Constables. 
11 Sergeants. 
147 Constables. 
37. Water Police. 


sor Total. 
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There was also a force of Military Police consisting of 18 
members. Kyedangyis who were exempted from capita- 
tion-tax were also appointed in hamlets when necessary, 
and they were bound to report all crimes occurring within the 
hamletsto Yazawut-gaungs. In 1880 the District Cesses 
and Rural Police Act (Act II of 1880) was passed and by 
it a cess of 5 per cent. on the land revenue and certain 
other revenue was levied so asto provide funds for the 
support ofthe rural police. In 1890-91, however, in 
accordance withthe scheme for reorganising the Lower ° 
Burma Police, Yazawut-gaungs and Kyedangyis were 
abolished or transformed when suitable into village headmen 
or rural policemen, who were asa rule ten-house-gaungs 
and received no pay. About the same time the beat patrol 
system was instituted, and for the training of constables | 
a Police Training School was started at Maubin. The Police 
of the Maubin District are in charge of a District Superin- 
tendent of Police, who bas under him a Deputy Superinten- 
dent as Headquarters Assistant. There is also a Deputy 
Superintendent as the District Assistant and he is stationed 
at Yandoon. A reorganisation has been effected in accord- 
ance with the suggestion made by the Police Enquiry 
Committee. ‘Ihe following two statements show the 
distribution and strength of the Police Force before and after 
the adoption of the recommendations made in the Police 
Enquiry Committee’s Report. | 
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Distribution and Strength before the Police Enquiry Committee’s 







vecommendation, 
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(1) (2) (8) [¢4) (5) \ee) (7) | (8) (1031(11)|(12)|_ (28) 

District Stary amp Heapguarters Linzs. 

Circle and Town Inspectors te | ow | oe ° eo pce pes | cco. oe 
Prosecators ... ory 5 wee | a ‘ B | cos | coe | ove soe | cee 
Depét Staf as a baer eae oe es eer 
Readers ee ose Boer | vee | we QB] we | wee | ome | cee 
Escorts ‘sae oe ooo oe | | BI BB] coo | ooo | coe | wo. | one ae 
Buglers Py eo ne 2 a oe | ce | cee | coe | coe | ve 
Orderlies one des oe coe | one | 28 {3 . ae | coe | ooo | oe - 
Finger Print... ine y 1| L | coo | oo oo | ese 
‘i oes a} a] 3]... ooo 
Bisotals cae ot Ne ee ee 
(i) Total District Staff and 8 ..] &| 86 48] ww 2/2) 2] 3] 8 


Headquarters Lines, 


' 


STATIONS AND OuTPosTts (INCLUDIXG THOSE aT 
Heapguarters oy District). 


At Maubin Police Station 
At Kawetkin Police Station 
At Yelegale Police Station 
At Sitchaung Police Station 
At Pantanaw Po'ice Station 
At Inma Police Station... 
as etter Police 

At Yandoan Police Station 
At Mezall Police Station ... 
At Danubynu Police Station 
At Sagagyi Police Station 
At Tawkwe Police Station 
(il) Total at Posts oo 
(ill) erin fayytt" 
{v) Reserve for sick and on 


leave and training, 
Granp TotaL 
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Distvibution and stvength after the adoption of the recommendations 
of the Police Enquiry Committee, 
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Staff and Head- 
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Stationep axp Outroste (iNCLUDING THOSE 
er District), 


At Mavbie Police woe | TY] BY] 4p BA] 47 | er | one | coe Jove Jove | co | one 
Station, 

At_Kawetkin ~ | 8] 141) 18 18 | .. ae | cee | vee | coe | coe | ene 
Police Station, 

At Pantanaw - | 6] 2] 8] 86 BB] oe. | coe | coe | cae | coe | cee | os. 
Police Statior. 

At Zayathlagyi woe | BL DY | We] WB oe | oe | coe foe | ote | aoe | ow 
Police Station. 

At Yandoon 6] 8] 6) 41) 66 co | coe | vee | coe | coe | on 
Police Station, 

At Merall Police BY Dye | WD] LS] or. | coe | coe foe | wwe | cee | cee 
Station, 

At Danubyu Police! «.. | 8| 2] 6/40] 65 tee | vee | cee | soe | coe | oe: 
Station, 

(11) Total of Posts 84] 11} 19/180) e44]-..| ).. ae ee ee 
Total for duty 6} 44/11/91 |196; g72] 6 6! e@ 80 | 18 70 
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ing. 
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The Military Police Posts at Pantanaw, Danubyu and 
Yand>on,the Outposts at Inma, Yelegale and Sitckaung, 
and the Police Stations at Tawkwe and Sagagyi. were 
abolished in the latter part of 1924. 

The Police have a Co-operative Credit and Supply 
Society foundedin «gat. There were 261 members at the 
end of 1927. The capital of the society on the 31st De- 
cember 1927 was Rs. 5,471-6-3 while the loans outstandings 
amounted to Rs. 2,856, There is a restaurant anda coffee 
stall run by the society, The Police C'ub, instituted in 
January 1923, has proved useful, It is situated at he.dquar- 
ters and has a billiard table and accommodation for 
Outstation members. 

Maubin possesses a third class District Jail. It is 
situated on the Strand facingthe river, The Civil Surgeon 
is ex-oficto Superintendent of the Jail. The staff consists 
of 3 jailors and 23 warders. There is accommodation for 
288 prisoners and the average daily population in 1927 was 
254 against a mean for the five years ending 1927 of 196. 
The total expenditure for the jail in 1)27 was Rs. 29,157 
and the cash earnings Rs 6,842-1-4. 

The number of prisoners admitted in the year 1927 was 
as follows :— 


Males. Females. 
Burman Buddhists aoe 398 56 
Mohamedans ae 3 5 
Hindu and Sikhs es Ir coe 
Other classes 16 see 
Total. ., 421 56 


There are two missions, one at Maubin and the other at 
Yandoon. The Jatter is of earlier origin being first estab- 
lished about 1870 whereas the Maubin mission was 
started in 1880, 

Father Bomenico Carolli, a secular priest from Italy, 
was the first missionary to preach the Gospel to the Karens 
living along the Panhlaing River, He succeeded in baptiz- 
ing a certain number of them at Talaingdat (c00§&s0008)s 

About 1878 Father Devos established his residence at 
that place, Father Devos died in 1878. Father Gandon 
took charge of the mission for a few years. He was recieved 
by Farther Sadoux, In 1883 Father Perret was sent as 
assistant to Father Sadoux. In 1886 Father Perret went to 
Rangoon, and he was succeeded by Father Kromer. 
Father Kromer built the present Church at Yandoon. He 
left for France in 1895. Father Seve, a young priest was 
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sent to Yandoon at the end of 1896 but remained only up 
to March 1897. Father. Ballenghien succeeded Father 
Seve, In 1902 Father Cardot sent Father Carolus to assist 
Father Ballenghien. In 1905 Father Ballenghien went to 
Shwegyin to open a new christian centre, and he was 
replaced at Yandoon by Father Tanjelan for 15 months. 
Father Ballenghien came back in 1906 and remained till 
1915. Father Stephen who was sent in 1910 as an assistant 
took charge of the mission when Father Ballenghien went 
back to France in 1915, and he remained tere till the end 
of 1y19, when Father Ballenghien came back again. He 
still remains in charge of the mission and he has been 
assisted by Father Joachim. There are at present two 
substantial buildings in charge of the mission. One is used 
as a girls’ hostel and the other as a boys’ hostel. Three 
nuns, all certificated teachers, look after the girls. The 
school established by the mission is a mixed one. It is a 
vernacular middle school, and has at present 48 boys and 
22 girls. The mission has opened 5 elementary and 2 
middle schools in the villages. In one school English is 
taught. The Christian population connected with the 
Yandoon mission is about 1,:00 composed almost entirely of 
Karens, Sgaw Karens form the majority. There are 
nearly 200 Pwo Karens. 

In the year 1880 Father Thomas, an indigenous priest, 
was an assistant to Father Dominico Tarolli (generally 
known as Father Domingo) at Kunta, a place not far from 
Rangooa on the Dalla side. After some time, Father 
Domingo left for Myaungmya, Father Thomas being in 
charge of the Christians at Kunta and its surroundings. 
Not long afterwards Father Thomas removed his residence 
to Letpan,a place near Kunta, At Letpan, Father Thomas 
had a substantial wooden building erected with the help of 
a generous benefactor, Mr. J. B. Pereira of Rangoon. In 
the year 1887, Bishop Bigandet sent Father Joseph, another 
indigenous priest, to Father Thomas as an assistant. One 
or two years later, Father Joseph went to settle down at a 
place called Letkokpin, in the Pantabut Chaung as most of 
the Christians had come away from Letpan and other places 
to Letkokpin for the purpose of cultivating the land which 
had become arable on the construction of the Maubin [sland 
Embankment. Father Joseph had a wooden chapel built of 
thatch roofing, one portion of it being reserved for his bed 
and the other for divine service. One day after divine 
service in the morning, one of the devotees had left some 
candles lit in front of the, altar. A cloth screen, hanging 
from the roof, which was playing in the wind near the 
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lighted candles, caught fire, and set the whole building 
ablaze. Everything in the building was destroyed. After 
this desastrous event, Father Joseph went to stay at 
Zayatkon, not far from Letkokpin, Inthe year 1894, Father 
Joseph was transferred to Bassein. Then Father Thomas, 
who was at Letpan, had his bui!ding removed from Letpan 
to Medawzu near Letkokpin, on the other side of the 
Pantabut Chaung. At Medawzu, Father Thomas, who was 
well versed in Burmese had Father Granger, a young priest 
from France, as assistant, In the year 18y8, Father 
Thomas died and was buried at Medawzu. He was suc- 
ceeded by Father Chagnot, whose lamentable death took 
place at Maubin on the rith April 1927, Father Chagnot, 
finding Maubin to be well situated for missionary labours, 
had the building from Medawzu removed to Maubin in 
1901, Father Chagnot was murdered on the rith April 
1927 by one of his own pupils. Afew years ago he 
managed to erect a brick Church in spite of financial diffi- 
culties. Under his management one mixed Middle 
Vernacular school for boys and girls, taught by certificated 
teachers, was established at’ Maubin. It has at present 72 
pupils, His successor, Father Cassinger, still remains in 
charge, At present the Catholic population in charge of 
the Maubin Mission is over 1,000, nearly all of whom are 
Karens. 


Mission work among the Karens is carried on by three 
arties of missionaries—on the north by the Henzada Karen 
ission, On the south by the Rangoon Sgaw Karen Mission 
and for the whole district as well as for neighbouring 
districts by the American Baptist Pwo Karen Mission. 
The first American Baptist. missionary to ‘establish 
himeelf inthe district was the Rev. D.L, Brayton. Seeing 
the scope there was for the propagation of the gospel 
among the Pwo Karens and having decided to devote his 
whole life to work among these people, he left Moulmein, 
where he had been residing, in 1554 and proceeded to 
Rangoon to commence his labours. He went up the 
Irrawaddy as far as Danubyu. There ina zayat he began 
to preach to a group of Pwo Karen women who were 
passing by. He stayed on and preached to others, and 
remained at Danubyu with his family for fifteen months. 
He went touring about the district preaching among the 
Pwo Karens, while his wife and daughter opened a small 
school for the children of the town and themselves taught 
those who came. In May 1855, having come to the 
conclusion that Rangoon would be the proper place for the 
headquarters of the mission, they moved there; and 
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Rangoon remained the headquarters till 1879 when the 
Rev. W. B. Bushell, who was now in charge, shifted to 
Maubin, 

From 1880 to 1893 the Rev. W. B. Bushell laboured 
among his fold, and when he left the place in 1893 for 
Moulmein, much progress had been made. His work was — 
continued by the following missioneries :— 

The Rev, and Mrs. W. E, Fletcher (1894-98). 

The Rev. and Mrs. B. P. Cross (1899-1 ,05). 

The Rev. and Mrs, W. Clark (1906-09). 

The Rev. C. E. Chaney and Mrs. Chaney (née 
Eastman, (1909-10). 

The Rev, C, E, Chaney (1910-16). 

The Rev. C. E Chaney and Mrs. Chaney (#2¢ 
Northrup) (1916-24) 

The missionaries were preachsrs as well as teachers, for 
they all taught in the American Baptist Mission Pwo Karen - 
School at waubin. 


The Co- The number Co-operative Credit Societies in the district 
bir is as enumerated below : ‘ 
Socauien: 69 Primary Agricultural Co-operative Credit Secieties, 
7 re Co-operative Credit Societies and Town 
anks. 


2 Salary Earners’ Co-operative Credit Societies. 
2 Township Headman’s Co-operative Credit and 

Saving Societies. : 
% Tenancy Co-partnership and Credit Societies, 
14 Unions. 





102 
The Primary Agricultural Co-operative Socizties are 
distributed as follows :— 
22 in the Maubin Township, | 
17 in the Pantanaw Township. 
3 in the Yandoon Township. 
27 in the Danubyu Township. 
The Urban Societies and Town Banks are situated at 
township headquarters as follows :— 
(1) The Maubin Town Bank at Maubin. - 
(2) The Pantanaw Urban Co-operative Credit 
Society at Pantanaw. 
(3) The Yandoon Urban Co-operative Credit 
Society at Yandoon, 
(4) The Danubyu Urban Co-operative Credit 
Society at Danubyu. 
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On the whole the Co-operative Credit Societies, as in 
the case of many of their kind in other parts of the Province, 
have not met with the success that was expected. Mis- 
management prevails in too many societies, The 
Co-operative Societies Department is at present actively 
engaged in liquidating a large number of societies all over 
the Province and it is expected to succeed soon in placing 
the societies on a sound basis and in getting rid of all those 
that have been badly administered, 

Until recent years, the Agricultural Department appears 
to have been handicapped by the shortage of trained staff. 

Prior to the formation of the Irrawaddy Circle as a 
separate charge in 1922, Maubio District, like the other 
districts in the delta, was included in the Southern Circle, 
which comprised the who'e of Lower Burma, It was not 
possible until 1927 to post a Senior Agricultural Assistant 
to this district. During the year 1928 155 acres of land 
were acquired at Pantabut about four miles from Maubin, 
fora District Seed Farm, This farm will serve as the 
centre forthe supply of pure, improved seed-paddy to 
cultivators in the district. It is being equipped with the 
necessary buildings including an office, quarters for the staff 
and a large seed godown. 

The improved strains of paddy being grown at the seed 
farm have been tested and found eminently suited to local 
conditions, where these are normal. A large portion of the 
cropped area in the district, however, suffers from 
abnormal conditions in that it is flooded, frequently to a 
depth of 12 feet or more. On such land it is possible to 
grow only deep water or flood-resisting varieties of paddy, 
which are capable of growing toa great height thereby 
keeping above the level of the water. All the known types 
of flood-resisting paddy have grains of very inferior milling 
quality, and therefore sell at a great discount. The 
problem of evolving superior types of paddy for the 
flooded tracts in Maubin District 1s receiving the attention 
of the Agricultural Department. 

Recently tractors have been introduced for the prepara- 
tion, during the dry season, of land in these parts, It is 
claimed that their use makes it possible to prepare large 
areas before the break of the monsoon with the result that 
the seed can be sown in good time. The young plants are 
thus able to established themselves before the water rises. 
The Department is undertaking to ascertain whether the 
use of tractors is strictly economic, 

An Agricultural and Co-operative Conference, with an 
agricultural produce show, was held at Maubin in March 
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1927. with the help of the local officials and a few 
prominent landlords, 

In addition to the distribution of improved seed, the 
Agricultural Department has introduced improved ploughs, 
known as ‘‘ Theikpan ploughs.’’ During the period of five 
years ending 1928 a total of 3,524 baskets of seed paddy 
and 261 Theikpan ploughs were issued to cultivators in the 
district. Of the above, 2,4y3 baskets of paddy and 147 
ploughs were issued in 1928 alone. From this it will be 


seen that the influence of the Agricultural Department is 
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only just beginning to be felt inthe Maubin District, and 
that both its seed and its implements are appreciated. 


The total area under pure seed distributed by the 
Department during the current year is estimated at about 
6,000 acres. 

Jn respect of agricultural improvement, far less 
progress has been made in the Maubin District than in the 
heighbouring districts of Myaungmya and Bassein. 

Of the Public works in the district, the one of chief 
importance is the maintenance of the many miles of 
embankments which line the banks of the Irrawaddy River. 
The embankment administration is under the charge of the 
Executive Engineer, Embankment Division, who resides at 
Henzada, He is assisted by two Subdivisional Officers, 
One stationed at Yandoon and another at Maubin, Roads 
and kuildngs are under the charge of the Executive 
Engineer, Delta Division, who resides at Myaungmya. He 
is assisted by a Subdivisional Officer residing at Maubin, . 
The public works in the district consist mainly of the 
maintenance of the necessary court houses and public 
offices, a few rest-houses and Officers’ residences. There 
are also a few roads maintained by the Public Works 
Department. 


Post offices are under the charge of the Superintendent 
of Post Offices, Irrawaddy Division, resident at Henzada. 
There is a Head Post Office at Maubin and Sub-Post 
Offices at Yandoon, Danubyu, Sagagyi and Pantanaw. 
There are Branch Post Offices at Sitchaung, Yelegale, 
Kyonsok, Thongwa and Kawetkin, all of which are situated 
in the Maubin Township. 

There are Telegraph offices at Maubin, Yandoon, 
Danubyu, Sagagyi and Pantanaw. 


The staff of the Land Records department consists of 
one Superintendent of Land Records, five Inspectors, and 
fifty-five surveyors. 


Google 


Maubin District. 83 


There are two Veteriaary Assistants. 


The Deputy Commissioner is the Registrar for the 
district and the Treasury Officer is the Joint Registrar for 
the whole district and Sub-Registrar for the Maubin 
Township. The Township Officer and the Township 
Judge are Sub-Registrars for the Pantanaw Township; 
the Subdivisional Officer, the Township Officer, and the 
Township Judge are Sub-Registrars for the Yandoon 
‘Township; and the Township Officer and the Township 
Judge are Sub-Registrars for the Danubyu ‘Township, 
The routine work is carried out by Non-official Joint Sub- 
Registrars, who since 1906 have been Government 
pensioners, 


CHAPTER X. 


REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 


Historical; Land Revenue—Early Settlements; Summary 
enhancement of 1880 ; First Regular Settlement; First Revision 
Settlement; Second Revision Settlement ; Income-tax ; Excise 3 
Fishery Revenue. , 


Little appears to be known of the Reveoue system of 
the Maubin district under the Burmese kings but it 
appears that the country was parcelled out into governor- 
ships or “ myos” and a- fixed amount of revenue was 
expected from each governorship, The ‘‘myo” was 
divided into circles and the circles into villages. The most 
important tax was one on families corresponding to the 
thathamede-tax of Upper Burma but the distribution was 
made according to the reputed wealth which was based 
more or less on the land owned or worked by each of the 
assessees, But this method was gradually replaced by a 
plough tax based on the number of yoke of cattle used by 
‘the gultivator. In places where no plough cattle were 
‘used, it took the form of atax onthe dak or rather the 
the man who used it. The amount of plough tax was said 
to be 30 ticals of silver which was considered to be equiva- 
lent to about one-fifth of the gross outturn, Paddy was 
worth in those days about to to 15 ticals of silver per 100 
-baskets, Besides the plough tax, there were many other 
imposts under the Burmese regime, such asa tax on 
brokerage, transit dues, dues on the sale of the cattle, 
~varying dues on all kinds of produce, levies from the fishery 
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workers, fees in law suits and criminal fines and the costs. 
of the ‘‘ myosa’s”” presents to the king at the commence- 
ment of the year which were all wrung from the people in 
an arbitrary manner. Then there were sometimes 
emergency calls from the king’s treasury which took the 
form of an imposition of 33°1/3 ticals of silver from each 
house in 1798, a tax which took two-years to collect, but of 
Ey only a percentage reached the coffers of the 
ing. 

After the annexation of Pegu in 1852, the existing 
Burmese system was superseded by the imposition of acre 
rates which were uniform within each circle but varied from 
Re. 1 to Rs. 2 in different circles, The area for assess- 
ment was measured by the ¢hugys but this could only have 
been a rough approximation as few took the trouble to 
carry out the work correctly, About 1859-60, the circle 
was replaced by the kwén as a unit of assessment but 
apparently the same rates continued to be in force as no 
records exist of any revision. 

In 1869-70 a rough settlement based on a consideration 
of the nearness or otherwise of the Rangoon market and 
the fertility of the soil was carried out and the following 
rates were imposed by circles and also by kwins in certain 
tracts :— 


Rs, a, 
Hnégyo and Kanngu Circles ... & 12 per acre. 
Thayaing Circle toe oo FID yy 
Ingabu ... ie .. I 8to Rs. 2 peracre, 
Yandoo ... ve .ee 2 O per acre 
Kattiya ... ove +. 8 0 to Rs, 8-4 pet acre 
Thongwa ... wee - eo. & Sto Rs. © per acre, 


Besides determining the rates per acre, the operation 
included the granting of leases of large holdings for a term 
of 5 to ro years to those owners who were willing to accept 
the terms offered. The settlements were entered into with 
villages or patties who contracted to pay during the term 
fixed, a definitesum as revenue on a limited area. A 
concession was made that the land would ‘be left 
unmeasured during the period of the settlement and that 
the adjacent waste if brought under cultivation was to pay 
no extra revenue until the term of the lease expired. The 
object of this was to induce cultivators to take out indivi- 
dual leases for a term of years and thus save the expense 
and annoyance of annual remeasurements and at the same 
time facilitate the collection of revenue, The desire to 
stimulate expansions of cultivation was no doubt also one 
of its objects, Some of the owners apparently regarded 
the scheme with suspicion and mention is made in 
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Mr. Mathews’ settlement report of 1889 of the refusal of 
the owners of certain circles to accept a settlement. In 
these cases, acre rates weré imposed, based on a measure- 
ment by the thugys. 

In 1880 a preliminary enhnacement of 25 per cent. on 
the existing rates was ordered. This was part of a general 
measure of enhancement throughout the paddy producing 
districts of Lower Burma consequent on the large increase 
in the price of paddy. Excepting in Yandoon, Tage and 
Ingabu Circles, a general enhancement was made by the 
Deputy Commissioner after a local enquiry and the 
increases varied from 59 per cent. in the Inzaya Circle to 25 
per cent. inthe Pantanaw Circle. The enquiry preliminary 
to this enhancement can hardly be described as a 
settlement as it was more or less of asummary nature. It 
‘was about this time that the general question of the share 
of the produce which the State was entitled to take as land 
mevenue, came under discussion and it was ultimately 
decided that the theoretical maximum of one half of the 
nett profits after deducting from the value of the gross 
produce the cost of cultivation and the cost of living, 
should be aimed at. 

The first regular settlement of the district, on the lines 
of an Indian settlement, was started in 1888-89 by 
Mr. Mathews who completed in that year, the settlement 
of 27 kwéns which formed part of the Zayathla Circle of 
the Pantanaw township. The next year saw the inception 
-of settlement operations over the whole of the area which 
now comprises the Danubyu Yandoon and Pantanaw 
townships. The work was continued by Mr. Mathews in 
the following year and the remainder of what was then 
Known asthe Thongwa district. comprising the present 
townships of Maubin, Dedaye and Pyap6n was settled. 

The settlements done during the years 1885 to 1891 
were a great improvement on the existing order of things 
because the previous rates were fixed after a summary 
‘enquiry and inequalities in incidence were inevitable. No 
-attempt had hitherto been made to classify the soil accord- 
ing to fertility and the incidence of the taxation on the good 
and bad lands was therefore the same, At Mr. Mathews’ 
‘settlement statistics were collected for the first time, the 
Soil was classified in two grades, the cost of cultivation and 
the cost of living were calculated on sound lines and an 
estimate of the tertility of each soil class was made in 
accordance with a series of crop reapings. The whole 
country was divided into assessment tracts composed of 
£wins similar in fertility, cost of cultivation and proximity 
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to a central market. Eight assessment tracts subsequently 
reduced to three were formed in the area settled in 1889-9¢ 
and rates varying from Rs. 1-6-0 to Rs. 2-8-0 were proposed 
involving an increase of Rs. 43,937 or 16°30 per cent, on 
the exlsting demand. Inconsidering the report, the opinion 
was expressed that the proposed rates were only half the 
rates obtained by the half net produce standard in no less 
than five tracts, 35 per cent, and 70 per cent, in two tracts 
and about equal in one tract only. It was considered that 
too liberal an estimate was made of the cultivator’s outlay 
while his resources were much underestimated with the 
result that too large a reduction was made of the deduced 
and theoretically correct ratesof assessment. Accordingly 
a higher pitch of assessment was ordered in view of the 
fact that the price of paddy had remained consistently high 
fora number of years. Assessment rates varying from 
Rs, 1-8-0 to Rs. 3 were sanctioned, involviog an increase of 
Rs, 1,05.407 or 39 per cent, of the current demand. In 
order to avoid a sudden enhancement, a lower scale of 
rates was sanctioned for a pericd of five years in five tracts. 
In the report on the operations of 1890-91, that is for the 
Maubin, Dedayé and Pyapén townships, Mr. Mathews 
based his proposals on the rates sanctionnd by Government 
in the previous year and his proposals were all accepted. 
A rate of Rs, 3 per acre on gardens and Rs. 2 per acre on 
miscellaneous cultivation was also imposed, The financial 
result of the settlement of 1890-91 was a demand of 
Rs. 7,65,251 or an increase of 34 per cent. on the current 
demand. In arriving at the proposed rates of assessment, 
Mr. Mathews assumed the selling price of paddy at Rs. 53 
to Rs, 63 for the three townships of Yandoon, Danubyu 
and Pantanaw while the selling price of Maubin township, 
owing to the proximity of the Rangoon market was fixed 
at Ks 66 to Rs. 74. The price ot paddy at Rangoon then 
was Rs, 70 and Rs. 80 respectively. The net result of the 
first regular settlement of the district was an increase of 
Rs. 1,22,917 or 29 per cent. on the existing revenue. 


Mr. Mathews’ settlement of the Danubyu, Yandoon and 
Pantanaw townships was sanctioned for a term of 15 years 
and the rates did not expire till the rst July 1906, The 
rates for the Maubin township did not expire till a year 
later. The revision settlement of Danubyu, Yandoon and 
Pantanaw townships was undertaken ty Mr. Lowry in 1904- > 
o§ while that of Maubin township was done in the following 
year by Captain Ormiston, The area resettled by Captaia 

rmiston included not only the Maubin but also the eastern 


parts of the present Moulmyainggyun township, — 
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In the interval between the two settlements, there was 
a remarkable increase in the area under cultivation, The 
increase was 127,565 acres in the area revised by 
Mr, Lowry and 68,104 acres in that done by Captain 
Ormiston, The rise in the price of paddy since the first 
settlement made it possible for Mr. Lowry to assume local — 
selling prices at Rs, 80, Rs. 85 and Rs, go in the three 
price tracts adopted, as compared with Rs, 53 to Rs. 63 
assumed by Mr, Mathews in 1889-90. Captain Ormiston 
after making allowance for the fact that the Maubin town- 
ship was much closer to the central market, assumed 
slightly better prices of Rs, 85, Rs.&8g and Rs. 94, as 
compared with Rs, 60 to Rs. 74, the prices adopted at the 
‘previous settlement. The second settlement of Messrs. 
Lowry and Ormiston was similar to the first regular 
settlement as regards soil classification and price tracting, 
but the substitution of the quarter net produce standard for 
the half net profits of the previous settlement, was a note- 
worthy change. An attempt was made at the second 
settlement to distinguish more correctly ti e varying degrees 
of productiveness in differsnt parts of the settlement area 
by the formation of soil or fertility tracts which were 
imposed on the price tracts to form assessment tracts. 
- Mr. Lowry, the Revision Settlement Officer, recommended 
rates based on three proportions of the net produce namely, 
one-seventh, two-fifteenth and one-eighth but Government 
considered that a higher fraction of the net produce may 
safely be taken and decided that in tracts where the cost 
‘of cultivation exceeded Rs, 9, the proportion should be 
one sixth and in other tracts one-eighth. ‘fhe rates finally 
sanctioned ranged from Rs. 3-4-0 to Rs. 4-4-0 on the 
first class and from Rs, 1-8-0 to Rs, 2-12-0 on tke second 
class of soil. The total land revenue tased on these rates 
was Rs, 8,35,925 or an increase of 32 per cent, The rates 
propused by Captain Ormiston were pitched very high, 
being based on the full demand of one-quarter of the net 
produce. The imposition of such rates as Rs. q to Rs. 9 
on the first class, Rs. 3 to Rs. 7 on the second class and 
Rs, 3 to Rs. § on the third class of soil, though theoreti- 
cally permissible, would have proved too violent an enhance- 
ment and it was decided to take the same proportion of the 
net produce as in the tracts settled by Mr. Lowry in the 
previous year. In spite of the drastic reductions in the 
proposed rates Captain Ormiston’s revision settlement of 
Maubin township produced a revenue demand of 
Rs. 6,07,440 or an increase of nearly 74 per cent. The net 
result of the second revision settlement was a demand of 
Rs. 14,43,371 over the limits of the present district. 
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In 1925-28 revision settlement operations were under- 
taken by U Tin Gyi for the whole area previously settled 
in two sections. The system followed at the previous 
settlement, of forming assessment tracts by super-imposing 
on the soil tracts, the price tracts adopted, was done away 
with and the whole district was divided into twenty assess- 
ment tracts, each tract consisting of a number of contiguous 
Awins in which ‘a) the range of fertility was so uniform 
that it was practicable to divide up the land into a number 
of assessment classes, (4) prices of produce were suffi- 
ciently uniform to enable a single price to be assumed for 
assessment purposes (c) the methods of cultivation, rates of 
hire and purchase of capital requirements were sufficiently 
uniform t» enable the same cost of cultivation to be assumed 
throughout the assessment tract, ‘The tracting adopted at 
this settlement was on simple lines and one which could be 
easily followed. Broadly, the area lying immediately 
behind the protection of the embankments was formed into 
a separate tract absolutely secure from the effects of the 
yearly floods. Behind this area was a moderately flooded 
tract in which the crops were but partially protected while 
adjoining it and lying further inland were the precarious 
tracts in which the crops suffer annually from the annual 


floods. Areas within the tidal zone, were given special treat- 


ment by the formation of tidal tracts as these areas maintain 
their fertility owing to annual silt deposits from the Irra- 
waddy River. In the unprotected parts of the district, such 
as in the Pantanaw and Yandoon townships, the degree and 
intensity of the flooding experienced every year were the 
deciding factors. In the protected tracts the rates pro- 
posed were based on a proportion of one-sixth of the net 
produce while in the unprotected areas, the fraction 
adopted was one-seventh. The classification of gardens 
was uniform throughout the district and only one flat rate 
was proposed, Special crop rates were proposed for mayén 
(spring rice), tobacco, betel vine, dhani and “ thin.” 
Miscellaneous agg cultivation was divided into two 
assessment tracts for which separate rates differing from 
each other by eight annas only were proposed. It is 
anticipated that the new settlement will give considerable 
relief to the poorer class of soils, notably those in the 
lowest levels capable of growing only the tadaungbo 
varieties of paddy. A large enhancement was proposed 
in the tracts protected by the Goverament embankment, 
the highest being in the area behind the Government 
embankments round Yandoon island which had increased 


‘a great deal in fertility since the previous settlement. 
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The orders of Government have not yet (September 
1929) been passed on the settlement proposals. 

Income-tax is collected under the Income Tax Act II of 
1886, which was enforced throughout the district from the 
1st April 1905. Prior to this income-tax was levied in the 
principal towns and villages and produced a revenue of 
Rs, 20,361 in 1890-91. There was a steady inc-ease till 
1903-04 when the new Income Tax Act XI of 1903 came 
into force, Under this new Act, incomes of less than 
Rs, 1,000 a year were exempted whereas formerly the 
income was fixed at Rs. 500 per annum. The effect of the 
new Act was that the tax dropped from Rs. 39,004 in 
1902-03 to Rs, 18,095 in 1993-04. On the rst April 1918, 
the Income Tax Act IV of 1918 was passed in order to 
remove some of the existing defects in the machinery and 


procedure of assessment and appeal and a graduated scale 


of taxation came into force, The minimum taxable income 

was raised to Rs. 2,000 in 1919 by Income Tax Act IV of 

1919, owing to the rise in the cost of living and the prices 

of all commodities since the Great War. The tax which 

‘was Rs, 40,611 in 1918-19, was reduced to Rs. 27,690 

A 1919-20 as a result of the relief given by the new 
ct. 

The Income Tax Act XI of 1922 which came into force 
from the 1st April 1922 repealed all earlier Acts and 
amended some of the laws relating to Income-tax and the 
Supe:-tax. With an improved phraseology and arfange- 
ment, it did much to make clear many doubtful points, and 
to remove the anomalies which existed in the old Act. 

Formerly the Deputy Coramissioner was ex-officto 
Collector for the whole district while the Sub“ivisional 
Officers of Yandoon and Maubin were Income-tax Officers 
in their own subdivisions, From May 1926, a whole time 
Income-tax Officer was appointed for the district and as a 
result of his activities, the income-tax of the district rose 
from Rs, 55,642 in 1924-25 to Ks. 90,486 in 1925-26, 

The thoroughness of the check now done with regard 
to the income of all possible assessees has resulted in a 
steady increase of the revenue from this source 

In pursuance of the present policy of discouraging the 
drink habit and of preventing the illicit manufacture of 
spirits, the tax on spirits and liquors was raised as high as 
possible, consistent with the fulfilment of the above two 
objects and a gradual attempt was made to reduce the 
number of liquor shops in the district. It is believed 
that the present number is commensurate with the public 
demand and at the same time, ensures safety against illicit 
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methods. There are in 1928-29 four opium shops, one at 
each of the township headquarters of Maubin, Yandoon, 
Danubyu and Pantanaw. There are 33 liquor shops of 
which 9 are licensed in form F.L. 13, #.e., foreign liquor 
to be consumed on and off the premises ; 2 in form F.L, 12, 
4.¢., foreign liquor to te consumed off the premises; 4 beer 
shops in form F.L. 10 ; 3 licenses in form C, S. 1, #.e., sale 
of country spirit under the distillery system ; 21 shops in 
form C.F.L. 2 for the sale of “ hlawzaye.” There are also 
5 licenses for the sale of denatured spirit and 5 licenses for 
the sale of opium an its preparations for medical purposes 
only. The total excise revenue from these sources for 
1928-29 was Rs, 3,36,723. - 


Maubin produces the highest fishery revenue in Burma, 
contributing no less than ten to eleven lakhs of rupees 
annually to the provincial revenues of Burma. 


The fisheries are usually in fresh water streams connec” 
ted with the Irrawaddy river, Those on the southern 
boundary of the district are subject to tidal influence. The 
most important fisheries are situated in the Pantanaw 
township, and in the southern portions of Yandoon and 
Thongwa islands in the Maubin township. The greater 
part of the fishery revenue is derived from leased fisheries, 
the income from net licenses being only one per cent. of the 
total revenue. 

The number of fisheries in each townsbip is as 
follows :— —- 


Fisheries, 
Maubin township “il Ses 238 
Pantanaw township ads ey gat 
Yandoon township ave se 99 
Danubyu township ae iiss 315 
Total ee 766 


A list of the leased fisheries is given in Volume B— 
Part I. Table XII of the same volume shows the nearly 
steady increase of fishery revenue since the year 
1893-94. 

No records exist of the amount of the fishery revenue 
which the district produced in Burmese times or in the 
period prior to the formation of the old Thongwa district 
in 1875, In 1875-76 the fishery revenue of the old Thongwa 
district was Rs. 3,27,946. In 1893-94, it was Rs. 6,40,759. 
In 1903-04 when the present district of Maubin was 
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constituted, the fishery revenue stood at Rs. 7,71,215. From 
1903-04 onwards to the year 1920-81, the variations in the 
fishery revenue were generally attributed to the favourable. 
ness or otherwise of the previous fishing season. There was 
a noticeable increase in 1921-22 when the fishery revenue 
rose from Rs, 8,29,735 to Rs, 10,11,204. From this year 
onwards the fishery revenue has always been over ten lakhs 
of rupees per annum. Gambling bids were no doubt 
responsible for some of the large increases buton the whole 
the steady increase was the result of leasing out the 
fisheries for a term of years during which time the fishery 
lessee had the opportunity of improving the fisheries. But 
it was found that though prices were rising, the increase was 
not proportionately large and though evidence was not 
wanting of the handsome profits which fishery lessees made, 
there was little attempt to improve existing conditions, 
The sole idea of the fishery lessees was to obtain as much 
profit as he could so long as the venture proved to bea 
paying proposition. In order to eliminate gambling bids 
and at the same time to establish the fishery industry on a 
stable basis, the fair rent and tender system was tried in 
the years 1926-27 and 1937-28, In introducing the system 
it was declared that the idea was to make honesty a 
commercial proposition and to create a class of fishery 
lessees from whom it would not be necessary to take 
security. The system was given up as_ unsatisfactory 
in 1928-29, The difficulty of fixing a fair rent for any 
fishery which was subject to change owing to floods and 
other causes was insuperable. To allow a fishery lessee 
to surrender the lease, should the fishery deteriorate and 
to permit him to contiaue the lease so long as the venture 
proved prohtable enough, are defects which cannot be 
ignored lightly because the dispensing of security for 
payment of rent under this system enabled the fisherman 
to default and the loss became totally irrecoverable. Nor 
was it possible for Government to force a fisherman to 
abide by the terms of his contract to his utter ruination. 
The term of five years was too long for any fishery in the 
delta which was the subject of constant change and a 
reversion to the old system of selling by auction to the 
highest bidder was therefore inevitable, 
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CHAPTER XI, 


LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 


Maubin Municipality; Danubyu Town Committee; Yandoon 
Municipality ; Constitution of Maubin District Council; Sanitary 
Works ; Civil Work ; School Board ; Circle Boards, 


The records do not indicate that Maubin was ever 
created a Notified area, It was constituted a Municipality 
on the 1st October 1888, The present number of seats on 
the Committee as allotted to each ward or community is 
shown below :— 


Name ot Ward. Seats 


Upper Ward wee 2 
Burmese Community... {cenie Ward wee sf 8 
Lower Ward oe 3 
Mahomedan Community ... wes oo s 
Hindu Community fs age vs 
Total toe 13 


General-tax is imposed at the rate of 3 per cent, on the 
annual rental value of all buildings and lands within the 
Municipality. 

Service-taxes,—Scavenging-tax is imposed at the rate 
of 4 percent, per annum on the annual rental value of all 
houses which have private latrines situated within the 
limits of the Municipality actually served by the conservancy 
establishment of the Municipal Committee, provided that 
the minimum scavenging-tax on any one latrine and one 
bucket liable to the tax shall be Rs. 1-4-0 per month. 

Latvine-tax is imposed at the rate of 2 per cent, per 
annum on the annual rental value of all houses which are 
not provided with private latrine and which are situated 
within 300 yards of a public latrine within the Municipality, 
provided that the minimum latrine tax on any one house 
liable to the tax shall be 6 annas per month. 

Water-tax.—In the case of a building which is situated 
within 200 yards of a public hydrant, but which has no private 
water connection with the service-pipes of the Committee, 
water-tax is imposed at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum 
on the annual rental value of the buildings provided that 
the minimum water-tax on the building shall be 4 annas 
per month, 
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In the case of a building which has private water con- 
nections with the service-pipes of the Committee, water-tax 
is levied at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the annual 
rental value of the building and in addition thereto rupees 
two per month for the first tap and rupee one per month for 
each other tap. 

Lighting-tax is imposed at the rate of 3% per cent. per 
annum on the annual rental value of all buildings within 
the Municipality which are situated within 200 yards of any 
Municifal gas lamp post in a direct line, or are so situated 
as to derive light therefrom. 

For the year 1988-39 the total income of Maubin 
Municipality is Rs, 88,826-10-7, 28 against the total 
expenditure of Rs, 95,577-4-2 and the expenditure on 
Public Works is as follows :— 


Rs, 4. P, 
Veterinary charges ase aoe oes 
* Registration of Births and Deaths o. 448 Tg 0 
Establishment : ass eo 29938 15 0 
Buildings oes . oo ©6088 QO 
The expenditure on Public Instruction is 15,078 2 © 


Danubyu Town Committee was formed in the year 1899 
and on the roth April 1923, it was converted into a 
Municipality, The present number of seats on the 
Committee as allotted according to each ward or community 
is shown below :— 


Name of Ward. Seats. 


Yokethaydan I 
Burmese Community __... ae ve q 10 
Taungbaing oe 3 
Indian Community vee toe -_ t 
Chinese Community vet es I 
Total eos 12 


Geneval-tax is imposed at the rate of 4 per cent, per 
annum on the annual rental value of all buildings and lands 
within the Municipality, 

Service-taxes,—Lighting-tax is imposed at the rate of 
3 per cent, per annum onthe annual rental value of all 
buildings which are situated within 100 yards of any 
Municipal lamp post ina direct line or which are so situated 
as lo derive light therefrom, 

Scavenging-tax is imposed at the rate of 12 annas per 
mensem (per bucket) on all houses which are actually 
served by the Municipal Conservancy establishment. 
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Latrine-tax is imposed at the rate of 6 annas per 
mensem per house on all houses which are situated within 
a distance of 200 yards from a public latrine and which are 
not assessed to the scavenging-tax, 

Water-tax is not imposed in the Danubyu Municipality. 

For the year 1928-29 the total income of Danubyu 
Municipality is Rs. 54,071-3-2 as against the total expendi- 
ture of Rs, 49,862-3-0, and the expenditure on Public 
Works is as follows :— 


Rs. Ae Pe 
Veterinary Charges oe ss eas 
Registration of Births and Deaths wo «95 08 0 
Establishment “ Se 26 avt 
Buildings 


The expenditure on Public Instruction is “Tn,242 9 0 
Yandoon was created a Municipality on and January 
1885, The present number of seats on the Municipal 
Committee as allotted according to each ward or community 
is showa below :— 


Name of Ward. Seats. 
Myenu Ward 3 
Burmese Community ... 4 Tawadaintha Ward 4 10 
Kyundeik Ward .- 4 
Mahomedan Community ove sas Ses 2 
Hindu Community on sis 1 
Total 12 


General-tax is imposed atthe rate of 3 per cent. per 
annum on the annual rental value of all buildings and lands 
situated within the limits of the Municipality, 


Service-taxes.—Scavenging-tax is imposed at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the annual rental value of 
all houses within the limits of the Municipality and are 
actually served by the conservancy establishment of the 
Municipality. es 

Latrine-tax is imposed atthe rate of 4 per cent. per 
annum on the annual rental value of all houses which are 
not provided with private latrines and which are situated 
within 300 yards of a public latrine within the Muni- 
cipality. 

Lighting-tax is imposed at the rates specified below on 
all buildings, within the Municipality, which are situated 
within 100 yards of any lamp post in a direct line, or are so 
situated as to derive light therefrom. 
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Rates for aveas provided with Otl-lamps, 


Per annum. 
Rs. A, P. 
{t) For a building having not more than to feet o 6 o 
of street {rontage. 
(2) For a building having more than ro feet but 013 0o 
not more than 20 feet of street frontage. 
{3) For a building having more than 20 feet but t 4 0 
not more than 30 feet of street frontage. 
(4) For a building having more than 30 feet but 2 0 o 
not more than 40 feet street frontage. 
(5) For a building having more than 40 feet but 3 0 0 
not more than 50 feet of street frontage, 
(6) For every additional 10 feet or part of lo 0 4 o 
feet of street frontage. 


Rates for areas provided with Electric lamps, 
Three per cent. per annum on the annual rental value 
of the building liable to the tax. 
Water-tax is not imposed inthe Yandoon Municipality. 
For the year 1928-29 the total income of Yandoon Income 
Municipality 1s Rs. 97,764-4-3, as against the total expendi- and 
ture of Ks, 1,1£,580-15-0, and the expenditure on Public “*Pendi- 


Works is as follows : — sais 
Rs, a, P. 
Veterinary Charges e ‘as fi 
Registration of Births and Deaths a 120 0 o 
Establishment oes sus ae 680 0 o 
Buildings ove ia 


The expenditure on Public Instruction is  .,. 19,761 12 0, 

The Maubin District Council, constituted under section Constitue 
3 of the Burma Rural Self-Govrament Act, 1921, succeeded tion of 
the old defunct District Cess Fund from the 3rd February Maubin 
1923. There were no areas excluded from the operations Spe 
of the Act. The District is divided into 12 Circles with ° 
131 members distributed as follows :— 








Name of Township. No. Board, Mom bate, 
Danubyu t | Kyaungsu ae 12 
Danubyu .,, 2 | Sagagyi o 11 
Danubyu ... 3 | Thabyu a 1 
Yandoon ... 4 |Thabyechaung ... 11 
VYandoon .. . 5 Mezali gee 10 
Yandoon .. ors 6 | Kyontama ro Io 
Pantanaw .., oe 7 | Mingayu ote 10 
Pantanaw ... vi 8 | Zayathla a ar 
Pantanaw .., ous 9 | Pantanaw 12 
Maubin .., +. | To | Yelegale I 
Maubin ., os | &r | Maletto Ir 
Maubin ati 12 | Kawetkin <i 11 

4 12 12 ala i 
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The district Council is compoied of 27 members; 2 
representatives from each Circle and 3 co-opted members, 
viz, the Civil Surgeon, the Subdivisional Officer, Public 
Works Department and the Veterinary Inspector. 


During the transition period (from 3rd February 1933 
to 31st March 1923) the District Council held two meetings 
while Circle Boards held a meeting each. 


The following shows the number of meetings held and 
the average percentage of attendance of members of each 
meeting of the District Council and Circle Boards during 
the year 1923-24 :— 


No. Name of Local Body. 


1 | District Council eee 
Cirele Boards. 
xr] Kyaungsu_... 
2] Sagagyi -~ 
Thabyu tee ove 
; Thabyechaung ve 
5 | Mezali 
6 | Kyontama 
7 | Mingayu — ... 
8 | Zayathlagyi 
g | Pantanaw 
10 | Yelegale 


ax | Maletto ooo 
12 | Kawetkin 








The main source of income of the Fund is from Cess on 
the Land Revenue collected by the Deputy Commissioner. 
Owing to the Closing Balance being only Rs. 55,571 at 
the beginning of the year 1923.24 as against Rs. 1,23,504 
in the preceding year the Council had to meet its liabili- 
ties by obtaining the sanction of the Local Government to 
a temporary contribution of Rs, 60,000 which was repaid 
within the year when Cess collections were received. 
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The following shows the amount of Revenue and Exe 
penditore from Main Heads during 1923-24 :— 


Revenue. 


i] 
Cess on} Other | Grant Bazaar 


Land Taxes by Rents Other 
































Reve- | and | Govern- Coll Receipts. Total. 
nue. Rates. ment, ti bed 
ion. 
Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs 
559574 |ts149718 | £3,792 | 67,000 | 18,533 | 8558 | 2,92,595 - 
eee 
Exgendtinre. 
Admi- . F - Other 
: Edu- | Medi-| Public | Public i 
"tion. [cation.| cal. |Health. | Works, | Refund: | expendi.) Total. 
Rs Rs. Rs Rs Rs Rs, Rs. Rs. 


81,931 729790[83,794 | 90,656 63025 64,158 10,585 2556939 
Closing| Balance] 21,228 


Conservancy Staffs are entertained in Pintanaw and 
Sagagyi Towns. Two Sanitary Inspectors were enter. 
tained by the Council to look aiter Village Sanitation. 
Eight Vaccinators under an Inspector are also employed 
by the Council. 

Works were carried out through the agency of the 
Public Works Department by payment of overhead charges 
of 24 per cent. of the cost of works. 

There are 7 Ferries administrated by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner who credits the license fees to the District Council, 

There are 2 Ferries the boundaries of which fall both 
in this and in the adjoining district, and the District 
Council receives its due share of the fees. 

There are 4 Veterinary Assistants under an Inspector 
to look after the health of the cattle in the district, 

The District Council has elected 9 of its members to 
form a School Board and has co-opted 3 Deputy Inspectors 
of Schools for their professional advice. 

The income of the Boards was Rs. 77,062 of which 
Government’s contribution is Rs, 3,810 for En glish Teachers 
and the rest is from the District Fund, The expenditure 
on Grant-in-aid alone was Rs. 76,521 out of Rs. 70,697. 

The functions of the Circle Boards were ( 1) to receive 
payments for credit to the District Fund, (2) to disburse 
salaries to employees stationed within their jurisdictions 
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d (3) to Control Bazaara, Cattle Pounds, Slaughter 
Honees and Conservancy staffs in their jurisdictions subject 
to the general control of the Council. There was no Circle 
Board Fund opened during the year. 


CHAPTER XII. 


EDUCATION. 


At the close of the year 1928-29 there were 575 schools 
of all kinds with 19,544 pupils in attendance. Public 
schools, Anglo-Vernacular and Vernacular, numbered 239 
with an attendance of 15,965 pupits, t0,196 boys and 5,769 
girls. Private schools, all vernaculsr and mostly monastic, 
numbered 336 with 3,579 pupils, 3,463 boys and 116 girls, 

Of Public Vernacular Schools, 154 were Burmese, 76 
Karens and 1 Urdu attended by 11,419, 3,087 and 50 pupils, 
respectively. Public Anglo-Vernacular Schools numbered 
8 with an attendance of 1,409 pupils, Of the 231 Public 
Vernacular Schools, 106 were Pirmary, 6: Middle and 4 
High, Of the 8 Anglo-Vernacular Schoo's, 2 were High 
and the rest Middle. 

The Government Anglo Vercacular High School at 
Maubin is the largest and the most important in the district. 
The American Baptist Mission Anglo-Vernacular School 
at’ Maubin caters for the Karens, The two National 
Anglo-Vernacular Schools one at Maubin and the other at 
Pantanaw, follow the curriculun prescribe i by the Council 
of National Eijucation and approved by the Director of 
Pabdlic Instruction. 

Since 1933 Public Vernacular Schools in the district 
have been controlled and financed (with aid from Govern- 
ment) by four Local Education Authorities, namely, the 
District School Board, Maubin, and the Municipal Com- 
mittees of Maubin, Danubyu and Yandoon. The Inspector 
of Schools, Irrawaddy Circle, under the control of the 
Director of Public Instruction, is in charge of the Anglo 
Vernacular Schools, Besides the Inspector of Schools and 
his two Assistant Inspectors with headquarters at Bassein, 
Vernacular Schools in the district are inspected by three 
Deputy Inspectors of Schools (2 Burmese, one stationed 
at Maubin and the other at Yandoon, and 1: Kasen at 
Maubin,) and a Sub-Inspector of Schools at Pantanaw. 
The inspecting officers are also advisers to the Local 
Education Authorities and attend their meetings. 

To facilitate the passage of pupils from Vernacular to 
Anglo-Vernacular Schools, 13 teachers were employed ta 
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teach Engligh as an optional subject in selected Vernacular 
Schools, The teaching of English in Vernacular Schools 
ecorntisues to be popular. 

There were also 6 Elementary Training Classes ag 
Maubin, Yandoon, Danubyu and Pantanaw to provide 
trained teachers for Vernacular Schools. As the Local 
Education Authorities are unable, owing to lack of funds, 
to employ all teachers who have received training, some of 
the Elementary Training Classes are being closed down. 
It is hoped the financial position of the Local Education 
Authorities will improve, There is room in tke district for 
more aided Vernacular Schools, and some of the existing 
ones also need to be more adequately staffed. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Pusiic HEALTH. 


General Administration of Public Health ; Hospitals and Dispen- 
saries ; Diseases commonly treated ; Vital Statistics ; Water 
Supply ; Conservancy ; Infant Welfare ; Venereai Clinic. 


At the head of the Public Health Administration of the 
district is the Civil Surgeon. He is assisted in each town- 
ship by the Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge of the Hospital 
at township headquarters accination is also under the 
general supervision of the Civil Surgeon as Superintendent 
of Vaccination, There are two Inspectors of vaccinatiod, 
one in charge of each subdivision, There are four vaccina- 
tors under each Inspector and these are expected to visit 
every village in their charge twice a year. The rural 
vaccination staff is paid by the District Council. For urban 
areas, the Municipal authorities maintain their own staff of 
vaccinators. Sanitation is ufder the ‘general supervision of 
the Civil Surgeon who is the District Health Officer. He 
is assisted by two fully qualified Public Heaith Inspectors, 
one in each subdivision. Each Municipal town has a 
qualified Inspector in charge of its sanitation. 

Each township headquarters hasa fully equipped hospital 
of its own. Maubin 4s the district headquarters possesses 
ra biggest Hospital and is fully equipped for a district 

ospital. 
_ The hospital at Maubin was Opéned in 1875. It is a 
third class hospital, open throughout the year. There is dt 
resent acconimodation for 51 in-patients, 41 males and fo 
females, The riumber of indoor patients afd that of outdoor 
patients! treated’ during the year 1928-t949 were 619 and 
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41,663 respectively as against 629 and 11,997 respectively: 
during the previous year. The following percentages of 
patients treated show that the largest number of patients 
were those of the Burmese Community :— 


Percentage 
Community, of patients. 
Burmese ses ies sf 
Hindu sek eee 26 
Mohamedan ove ies 18 
oO thers coe eee 4 


The hospital is administered under the Hospital Finance 
Scheme and receives contributions from the Local Govern- 
ment, the Maubin Municipality and the Maubin District 
Council, The total receipts of the hospital for the year 
1928-29, including the opening balance, amounted to 
Rs, 26,603. The total expenditure was Rs. 19,120. 

A new building was recently added to the hospital, the 
cost being entirely borne by a private benefactor. There 
is an up-to-date operating theatre, a contagious diseases 
ward, and a maternity block. A venereal clinic rendering 
free service was opened in 1927. 


The hospital at Yandoon is next in size and importance 
It was opened in 1876 and is a third class hospital. There 
is accommodation for 26 in-patients, 20 males and 6 females, 
The number of indoor patients treated during tiie year 1928- 
39 was 494 and that of outdoor patients 12,021, as against 
423 and 8,950 respectively in the previous year. 

This hospital i¢ alsounder the Hospital Finance Scheme. 
It has a small contagious diseases ward with 4 beds. The 
total income during the year 1928-2y including the opening 
balance amounted to Rs 12,715 and the total expenditure 
Rs. 10,341. : 

The hospital at Danubyu though small, is useful in that 
it lies on the riverine route for those trading between 
Rangoon and Mandalay. It basa contagious diseases ward, 
A maternity ward was recently opened. In the sear 1928- 
‘29, indoor patients numbered 4,528 and outdoor patients 
11,080. The total income of the hospital in 1928-29 was 
Rs. 18,499 and the total expenditure Rs. S,768. 

The hospital at Pantanaw is conveniently situated for 
villagers in the Pantanaw Township who would find it very 
difficult to proceed to another hospital in the district, In 
the year 1928-29 the total number of indoor patients was 251 
and that of outdoor patients was 11,582. The total income 

“of the hospital for the same year was Rs, 26,012 
and the total expenditure Rs. 21,115. This hospital also- 
‘has a maternity block and a contagious diseases ward. 
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The diseases commonly treated are cholera, plagues 
small-pox, diarrhoea, dysentry, tuberculosis, round 
worms, venereal disases, respiratory diseases and skin 
diseases, 

Cholera is very common in the district, It takes a 
severe form asin other Delta districts, and proved fatal 
every year among a large number of people. The following 
figures for 1928 and 1929 show how widely prevalent it 
still is in the district and what is the extent to which pro- 
phylactic cholera inoculation is resorted to :— 


No. of No. of anti- 


Year. No. of cholera 








attacks, deaths, inoculations. 
1928 is 603 535 9,780 
1929... 436 367 10,57! 


Anti-cholera inoculation is more popular than anti- 
plague inoculation. The reason is that the dose required 
in the latter is three or four times that required in the 
former and that in the latter high fever, pain, and swelling 
are generally caused whereas they are absent in the former. 
Vaccination is perhaps more popular in the villages thanin 
the towns. On the whole, however. it appeirs to be 
steadily gaining ground among people of all classes in the 
district. ; 

Headmen are Registrars of Births and Deaths in the 
villages, but many of them seem to fail to realise the 
dmportance of their duties. They do not seem to have been 
sufficiently impressed with the need for enquiring carefully 
into the causes of deaths, and they take but lukewarm 
interest in their work. The present average annual birth 
rate for the district is 21°46 per mille and the averaze annual 
death rate 15 19 per mille. 

Maubin Town has an excellent water supply system. 
The water is obtained from deep tube wells and is of good 
‘quality. The supply has recently shown a tendency to fall 
short of the demand, but steps are being takea by the 
Municipality to increase the supply considerably in the 
near future, 

The supply outside the limits of the Maubin Municipality 
is unfortunately of poor quality. The District Council 
appears, however to be making efforts by the digging of 
wells, to provide all villages before long with wholesome 
water in sufficient quantities. 
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All the municipalities have conservancy systems for day 
and for night, a Public Health Inspector with a staff of 
sweepers being employed by each. 1 day conservancy the 
street rubbish is swept and carried away to the dumping: 
ground, while in aight conservancy what is known as 
the ‘‘ bucket system ’’ is adopted. Inthe Maubin Munici- 
pality, the rubbish of the streets is removed in a motor 
truck while for the night soil waggons running on light 
fails are used. In the other municipalities, only bullock 
carts are in use at present in both day conservancy and 
night conservancy. 

There is a Society for the Promotion of Infant Welfare 
at Maubin. it is administered by a Committee composed 
of ladies of the town. The number of its members is fairly 
large. It is the only society of its kind in the district. 

Each municipality employs a Result-System midwife in 
addition to the nurse midwife attached to the hospita] under 
its control. There are also three, Kesult-System midwives, 
stationed respectively at Yelegale, Pantanaw and Mezali, 
who are paid by the District Council, 

A Venereal Clinic at which free treatment could be 
obtained was opened at Maubin in 1927. Although 
venereal diseases are fairly numerous in the district, the 
clinic has not been used as much as it could be, Govern- 
ment gives a rxed annual contribution of Rs, 1,000 towards 
the expenses of the clinic. The municipality and District 
Council also give varying contributions to it as occasions. 
arise. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


MINOR ARTICLES. 


Maubin Subdivision ; Maubin Township; Maubin; Yelegale 
Sitchaung ; “ywedon ; Kyonsok ; Maletto ; Tani and Thongwa ; 
Kawetkin; Pantanaw Township; Pantanaw ; Mingayu and. 
Shwele ; Inma, Intakaw and Kyonton; Banit and Pathwe ; 
Wedaung ; Zayathlagyi; Kyondainggy:; Pyalin; Yandoon 
Subdivision ; Yandoon Township ; Yandoon ; Sangin ; 
Smalauk ; Mezali : Kattiya ; Gangyaung ; Dinubyu Township ; 
Danubyu ; Akyaw ; Kyontani; Setkaw ; Sagagyi ; Famous. 
Pagodas ; Maha Bandhula Min. 

The Maubin Subd'‘vision occupies the southern half of 
the Maubin district. ‘he northern boundary starts from: 
the village of Kyontani and follows the courses of the 
Bawdi Chaung up to the village of Mingayu; it then follows 
the course of several small fishery streams first in a north-- 
easterly direction for about six miles and then across the’ 
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country due south till it meets the Irrawaddy River just 
below the large village of Setkaw. It then follows the 
course of the Irrawaddy River till the village of Mithwe 
Chaung is reached when it again takes an easterly course 
across the island of Yandoon till it reaches the Kattiya~ 
yegyaw Chaung just telow Kattiya. The eastera,southern 
and western boundaries coincide wit) the district bouudary. 
The Subdivision includes the townships of Maubin and 
Pantanaw. Maubin township formed part of the old Thoa- 
gwa district before it was split into the Pyapon and \aubia 
districts in 1903. Pantaraw township formed part of 
Myaungmya district until the forma‘ion of the Manbin 
district in 1903. 

The Maubin township oc: upies the southern portion of 
the Maubia subdivision and is divided into three portions, 
Damely, the southern half of Yandoon island, and the whole 
of Thongwa and Maubin islands 

Maubin island is encircled on the north by the Irra- 
waddy River, on the east by the To River, onthe south by 
-the Singu, Khamon aad Thaunvtu Chaungs ard on the west 
by the mum Irrawaddy River. Th nwa island is encircled 
on the north and east by the To, on the south by the Tayaw 
Chaung and on the west by the Pantabut River which 


Maubin 
township, 


forms the connecting link between Maubin and the other ' 


delta towns like Kyaiklat, Pyapon and Bogal>. The towne 
ship is a large alluvial plain, 503 squa e mles in area and 
protected on all sides excepting the southern tounda 
ofeach portion, by the Government embankm-nts, Like all 
islands in the deita, the rim or boundary of the is'ands is 
high and above the level of the annual floods while the :nterior 
forms a saucer-like depression in which the drainage of the 
surrounding country accumulates. The southern half of 
Yandoon island is drained by the Malett> and Tani Chaungs, 
but the level of sh: country is so low that much 9f it is 
marshy swamp and except on the edges little cultivation is 
ossibie. The Maubin island is drained by the Thaungtu- 
haung which ‘orms an efficient outlet for the pent up waters 
within the island, The drainage of Tnongwa island is 
effected by small streams which unfortunately form part of 
fisheries and in consequance, much of the interior still 
remains a flooded waste. Th: bad drainage is attributed 
to the presence cf ala-ge myimwunsé 
Almost the whole of the township except the flooded 
waste is given over to the cultivation of rice, Owing to 
the protection afforded by the embankmen‘s, the crops are 
always successful and large quantities of grain are exported 
every year. Miscellaneous kegmg crops are grown on the 
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islands in the Irrawaddy and on the inundated lands lying 
outside the embankments. Holdings are fairly large and 
the people are on the whole well off. The whole township 
excepting the southern half of Yandoon island is densely 
populated and in 1921 the density was 175 persons to the 
square mile, The majority of the inhabitants are Burmans 
with a large sprinkling of Karens who are fond scattered all 
over the township. Its population at the last three 
censuses was : —1901, 72,)79 persons; 1911, 79,008 persons, 
and 1921 89,502 persons, In 1928, the township had 
88 village-tracts, and 39 kwéns with a gross area of 
321,851 acres and on occupied area of 203,652 acres 


Maubin, the headquarters of the district was, as has 
been mentioned before, only a small fishing village when in 
1876 Sir Ashley Eden selected it as the headquarters of 
the old Thongwa District. In 1877 it had 588 houses and 
a population of 1178. When Colonel Ormiston settled the 
district in 1905-06, it had gt1 houses and poculation of 
6,623 people. At the census of 1921, the number of houses 
was 1,147 and the population 6.125. The town derives its 
name from the presence of a large max tree, the Sarcoce- 
phalus Cordatus, near the Gymkhana Club. The original 
tree was enveloped by a banyan tree and diéd but Major 
A. S.B Roberts, the Deputy Commissioner, had another 
“ mau" tree planted close to the original one in 1910. 
Under the shade of this mau tree stands the shrine of the 
guardian mat of the town, a place to which all and sundry 
come to pay their respects, either in case of sickness 
or on the occasion of a shinpyu ceremony. The town has 
little trade of its own and does not show signs of increasing 
rapidly inimportance. It has a piped water-supply from 
artesian wells and the roads are electrically lighted. It 
has an old Court House, built just after the old Thongwa 
District was constituted, a Circuit House near the river 
‘bank and a Dak bungalow situated sone distance away | 
from the main road. A new Court House was recently 
built for the District and Sessions Judge and the Judicial 
Officers subordinate to him. Government quarters have 
been provided for the Deputy Commissioner, the Sessions 
Judge, the Headquarters Assistant, the District 
Superintendent of Police, the Civil Surgeon and the 
Superintendents of Land Records and of Excise, 
These are situated north of the Court House and within 
easy access of the town. Maubin possesses two clubs, 
The Gymkhana club for the use of the officers is very old 
‘and looks dilapidated in spite of the efforts made to keep it 
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in good repair, The otherclub is for the use of Police 
. Officers and was recently built out of the materials obtained 
from the old Deputy Commissioner’s quarters which were 
dismantled on the departure of the Settlement Officer from 
Maubin. 

A large village at the terminus of the only metalled 
road in the Maubin township. It lies g miles due west of 
Maubin town and forms an important trade centre. It has 
a large bazaar and there is an incessant stream of triffic 
throuzh it as the people living to the north and south of 
Yelegale come to the village by cart or by cycles along the 
embankments and then trave! to viaubin by motor car. It 
has a Post Office and a small Public Works Department 
bungalow for the use of travellers. The Police-station in 
the village which existed as such till 1025 is now used as an 
office building for the Land R- cords Inspector and his staff 
of surveyors. The village also owes its impo‘tance to the 
fact that it forms the strong hold of landlordism in the 
western portions of Maubin island, Inig2t it had 885 
houses with a population of 4,970 persons, including the 
adjoining village of Panbinzu. 

A village of 416 houses situated about 12 miles north of 
Maubin on the right bank of the Irrawaddy River. It is an 
important paddy trading centre and is the principal market 
place of the vil'ages in the neighbourbood. It has a well 
built bazaar and a Post office. Its population in 1921 was 
2,016 persons. 


A village of 382 houses with popu'ation of 1,446 people 
at the north-western corner of Maubin islanu. It is a 
centre for paddy export during the dry months of the year. 
M st of its: inhavitan s work £atmg and mayin paddy on the 
islands in the neighbourhood. it possesses a small rest 
house maintained by the Public Works Department. 


An important paddy loading centre 8 miles south of 
Maubin on the right bank of the Pantabut River In 1g21 
it had 305 hous-s with a population of 1,807 persons. It 
has a Post Office and also several tranches of the Chetty 
money-lenders living at Maubin and Rangoon. . 


A village situated at the mouth of the stream of the 
same name, on th: left bank of the Irrawaddy River In 
1921 it had 491 houses with a population of 2,695. Its 
population is entirely dependent on the many fisheries which 
exist inland along the banks of the Maletto Chaung. The 
produce of the fisheries is brought down to Maletto and 
then sent by steamer to Rangoon. Fresh fish is often sent 
to Rangoon from this village packed in ice. 
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Tani is a large village situated at the mouth of the stream 
of thesame name. Thogwais on the opposite bank of the | 
Irrawaddy River. Both villages are dependent on the 
many fsheries which exist on Yandoon island. Few of its 
inhabitants are agriculturists, Large quantities of salted 
fish, dried fish and fish packed in ice are exported from both 
these villages. In 1921 while Ttongwa had 374 houses 
with a population of 1, .54. 

A village situated at the north-east corner of Thongwa 
island. In 1921 it h«d 303 houses with a population of 
1,704 persons It is an important fishing village and 
exports arge quanties of dried tish and mgapi which are 


taken in sami.ans to Rangoon’ The village noted for 


the bilsa fish which sent daily to Rangoon }y the Irrawaddy 
Flottilla Company's steamers. It has a small Police 
outpost 

The Pantanaw township occupies the northern portion 
of the Maubin Subdivision. It is bounced on the east and 
south by the Irrawaddv and Shwelaung Rivers and on the 
north by the Bawdi Chaung and other small fishery 
streams which divide it from the Danubyu township, The 
western boundary coi-cides with the d strict boundary. 
The entire area is intersected by a network of small creeks 
which form part of fisheries. The township is drained by 
four important streams, the Bawdi, Pantanaw, Thongwa 
KinwagyiChaungs, The Pantanaw river tranches off from 
the main Irrawaddy river afew miles kelow Yandoon and 
ultimately joins the Shwelaung River about 6 miles east of 
the town of the same name. For half its length, from its off 
take at Kyauksalit to Wedaung, it is unnavigable except 
during the rains when small launches sometimes use it but 
the Irrawaddy Flotilla launches either make Wedaung or 
Pantanaw the terminus according to the season and 
always use the southern opening. ‘he Thongwa and 
Kinwagyi Chaungs drain the who'e of the western portion 
of the township. The former is navigable for steamers of 
light draught up to Kyondaingvyi and the latter up to the 
village of Pathwe. The township owes its importance to 
its numerous fishereis which produce yearly a large fishery 
revenue, the highest in the delta. Owing to the absence 
of protective works by Government, the greater part of the 
area is subject to floods an crops are often totally destroy- 
ed. The lSarze area of lowlyinz land to the south of 
Pantanaw is specially subject to heavy destruction through 
the action of floods but the people generally make a living 
by cultivating 4aixg crops which thrive well on the myensz 
formations near the southern edges of the township. . 
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The township covers an area of 501 square miles and 
has a population of 81,238 persons according to the census 
of 1931, In 1911, there was a population of only 71,239. 
Its density in 1931 was 169 per square mile, and is the 
lowest for the district, This is due to the fact that the 
large area of lowlying land while offering excellent breed- 
ing grounds for the fisherman is practically unculturable 
or at best gives only a poor crop. In 1928, there were 60 
village-tracts and 372 Awins, having a gross area of 318,321 
acres and an occupied area 15°,2§2 acres. 

Situated near the junction of the Pantanaw River with 
the Bawdi River, it form the headquarters of the township 
of the same name. Like Danubyu, was also the head- 
quarters of a myothugvi under the Burmese rule, In 1887 
it had a population of 5,824 souls. It had 989 houses and 
a population of 4,7; in 1911, but in 1921 there were 1,068 
houses and 5,059 inhabitants, 


The town has suffered a decline as the Pantanaw river 
is becoming shallower, During the dry weather, launches 
can go up the river orly as far as Wedaung, the rest of the 
jour.ey to the town having to be performed by a sampan 
ora motor boat, There was formerly a considerable trade 
in gag; and dried and salted fish. A ‘considerable propor- 
tion of the inhabitants are now engaged in making mats 
(thinbyus), It has a small hospital, a bazaar and dak 
bungalow, 


Two villages on the Bawdi River about 12 miles due 
_ north of Pantanaw town, Mingayu which has 285 houses 
’ and 1,416 inhabitants in 1921 is situated on the western 
bank while Shwele which has 191 houses with a population 
of 910 persons is on the opposite bank. Both villages do a 
considerable amount of trade in the products of the neigh- 
bouring fisheries, such as gag and salt fish, It has an 
a pagoda, the scene of an annual festival in the month of 
arch, 


These there large villages adjoin each other and are 
situated on the Inma Chaung, an offshoot of the Kinwagyi- 
Chaung. In 1ga1, Inma had 231 houses with a population 
of 1,225, Intakaw 188 houses with a population of 1,208 
and Kyonton 221 houses with a population of 1,147. 
Intakaw is said to have been the headquarters of a Penix 
under Burmese rule, There is s brass image of Buddha at 
Kyonton, said to be a replica ot the famous Mahamuni of 
Mandalay. There are also several old pagodas near these 
villages. The inhabitants are afl dependent on the neigh- 
bouring fisheries fora tiving. Only a smatl percentage 
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devote their attention to agriculture, Most of the latter 
are tenants of the fishery lessees who own the greater part 
of the paddy lands in the vicinity. 


These two villages are situated at the head waters of the 
Kinwagyior Zayathla-Chaung and owe their imrortance to 
the existance of several large and important fisheries in the 
neighbourhood. In 19381 Banit had 34 houses with a popula- 
yet of 2,022 and Pathwe 413 houses with a population of 
25304, 

A small vil'age situated on the western bank of the 
Pantanaw River It serves as the terminus of the Irrawaddy 
Flotilla Company’s launches during the dry weather and 
has a busy appearance owing to the large number of sam- 
pans and boats which come from various parts ot the town- 
ship. It has a small dak bungalow for the use of travellers. 
In 981 it had 238 houses with a population of 1,210. 

A village on the Kinwagyi or Zayathla Chaung. In 
1921 it had 313 houses with a population of 1,741. Its 
inhabitants are dependent on the neighbouring fisheries for 
a living. It has a Police-station and a small dak bungalow 
for the use of travellers. 

A large straggling village on the left bank of the Thon- 
gwa Chaung near its source. All its inhabitants work in the © 
neighbouring fisheries, some of which are fairly important 
from the revenue point of view As almost all the houses 
are engaged either in making gagt, or storing it, the 
atmosphere of the place is by no means wholesome. In 
1921 it had 312 houses with a population of 1,426 persons. 

A long straggling village on the Pyalin Chaung, a few 
miles to the east of Wedaung, In 1921 it had 484 houses 
with a population of 2,924 persons but the village bas 
declined a great deal since then owing to repeated floods 
which breached the cultivator’s bunds and destroyed the 
crops almost every year. 

The Yandoon Subdivision comprises the northern half 
of the Maubin district, The northern and eastern bounda- 
ries coincide with the district boundary. The southern 
boundary is a line running fron a point just below Kattiya 
village due west toa point near Mithwe Chaung where it 
meets the Irrawaddy river. It diviies the island of Yandoon 
into two portions, the northern portioy falling within the 
Yandoon township and the southern portion in the Maubin 
township. The western boundary follows the course of 
the Irrawaddy from the village of Mithwe Chaung due north 
till it reaches a point jast below the large village of Set- 
kaw ; it then follows the course of small and unimportant 
fishery streams in a northerly direction till it reaches the 
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village of Mingayu ; the boundary then continues along the 
course of the Bawdi Chaung till Kyontani is reached on the 
borders of the Bassein district, The subdivision includes 
the townships of Danubyu and Yandoon. 


The Yandoon township occupies the southern half of 
- the Yandoon Subdivision and is divided by the Panhlaing 

River into two portions. The northern portion lies between 
the Irrawaddy on the west and the Bawle River on the 
east. Ths area is much subject to floods asthe smail 
cultivator’s bund from Sangin to Yanginsanya, about 13 
miles in length is breached almost every year and the crops 
are often destroyed on a large scale. In most parts late 
planting is resorted to and extensive failures are not an 
uncommon feature of this tract.t 


The southern portion of the township is fully protected 
from the effects of floods by a large Government embank- 
ment which encircles the whole of the eastern, northern 
and western portions of the island. This area is therefore 
secure from flooding and good crops are obtained every 
year. The inhabitants of Yandoon island are therefore 
well off and comparatively free from debt in sharp contrast 
to the poverty of the people living to the north of the 
Fanhlaing River, In years of unseasonable rainfall or when 
the Irrawaddy floods are heavy, large remissions of land 
revcnue have to be granted in this area. 


The central portion of the area on Yandoon island 
contains a large Government Estate whichis administered 
by the Adminisirator of Government Estates, Burma. The 
township has an area of 340 square miles and its population 
at the last three censuses was :—190!, §7,923 persons ; 
tgtt, 64,478 and '1y21, 72,126, Its density in 1921 

“was 212 persons to the square mile. Ip 1922, there were 
48 village-tracts and 293 4wéns having a gross area of 
222,066 acres and an occupied’ area of 153,864 acres. 


Yandoon is situated at the junction of the Panhlaing with 
the Irrawaddy river and is important as the headquarters 
of the township «nd subdivison of the same name. In 
spite of the decrease in its population in recent years on 
acccunt of the decline of the agafé trade, it still remains a 
busy trading centre. The zgagz trade, though not as large 
as it has been is still very much in evidence. Traders come 
from Upper Burma in large “ launggos,” boats with high 
carved stems, bringing tamarind, Jaggery, sessamum oil 
and other provisions about September or October and they 
return with large quantities of ngag¢ brought into Yandooa 
by traders from the seaside villages of the Pyapon and 
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Myaungmya districts, The trade at Yandoon has suffered 
because these traders now show a tendency to take the 
stuff to Rangoon whence they can send to various places in 
Upper Burma by rail. 

As pronounced in Burmese (Nyaung-don), the town. 
owes its name to a huge log of the banyan tree at the site 
where a small village of 100 houses existed in Burmese 
times. The present town sprung up entirely in 1853, In 
1877, it had a population of 6,900 persons. In 1grt it had 
2,307 houses and a population of 13,500 persons, but at the 
Census of 1921, the number of houses had been reduced to 
1,835 and the population to 8,874. 

The town possesses a municipality and has electric 
lights, a conservancy system and a good bazaar. 


A large village on the let bank of the Irrawaddy River 
opposite the town of Danubyu. It possesses a small rice 
mill and is also a busy paddy trading centre. Its inhabi- 
tants are mostly engaged in agriculture but the women folk 
generally do a little mat-weaving in their spare time. In 
1921 it had 331 houses with a population of :,76: persons, 

A large village of 495 houses on the southern bank of 
the Panhlaing River, about six miles south-east of Yandoon,. 
It isa busy paddy loading centre and in 1921 it had a 
population of 2,440 persons. 

A village of 394 houses situated at the junction of the 
Panhlaing with the Kokkowa River. It is a paddy trading 
centre. In 1921 it had a population of 1,100 persons. It 
possesses a small police outpost. 

A small village on the eastern border of the district. It 
Ties on the western bank of the Panhblaing River, just three 
miles east of the place where the Padhlaing has completely 
silted up. It has well laid brick paths and shows signs of 
haviag been established siace Burmese times. It forms 
the terminus of a daily service of launches run by the 
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company between Rangoon and Kate 
tiya. It has an old Pagoda known as Cagapit, said to have 
been built in the third century before Christ by Tissa and 
his brother Cunda, two émissaries of Asoka. In 1921 it had 
161 houses with a population of 771. Before the Panhlaing 
route to Yandoon was closed it was a busy trading centré 
with a population of more than three times the present 
number, 

A large village about ten miles south-west of Yandoon 
on the left bank of the Irrawaddy river. It is an important 
paddy trading centre, In 1921 it had 363. houses with a 
population of 2,043. 
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The Danubya township occupies the north-western 
<ornes of the district. The township is divided into two 
parts by the Irrawaddy river. The eastern portion which 
lies on the left bank of the Irrawaddy occupies about one- 
fifth of the total area of the township. Both parts are 
protecied from floods by Government embankments, the 
one on the western bank being a continuation of the main 
embankment from Myanaung southwards while the one on 
the eastern bank is a continuation of the embankment from 
Apyauk in the Henzada district. The township is there- 
fore fully protected from the direct effects of the annual 
floods in the Irrawaddy and a fairly good crop is obtained 
every year. The interior of the township is, however, much 
water-logged, and only flood resisting varieties of paddy 
like the tadaungbo kind can be grown. In the area lyin 
close to the Government embankments, the people are we 
-off owing to the certainty of a good crop every year, but 
elsewhere there is much poverty. Villages are generally 
built of the poorest materials, such as bamboo and thatch, 
-and a lower standard of living seems to prevail in most of the 
interiur villages, Except on the islands in the Irrawaddy 
river, the whole of the township is cultivated with rice. 
The township is densely populated, its density being 300 
persons tothe square mile, whichis the highest in the 
district. Its population at the last three censuses was :— 
1901, 85,033 ; 1911, 91,893 and 1921, 87,240. In 1928, 
it had a gross area of 290 spuare miles and an occupied 
area of 138,134 acres. There are 271 Awéns and 81 village. 
tracts. 


Danubyu, the headquarters of the township of the same 
‘name, had a population of 4,860 at the census of 1921. In 
19118 the population was 7,695. The town is fairly prospere 
ous inspite of the decrease in population. There was a 
myothugyt at this place io the time of the Burmese kings. 
There is in the town a famous pagoda called the Kyaik- 
kalunpun said to have been built by the Talaing Princess 
‘Onmadandi. 


It isan important centre for the paddy trade, a large 
quantity of grain from the interior of the district being 
loaded here into fonkins. Cigar-making seems to bea 
‘fairly prosperous industry with the inhabitants. A number 
-of people make their living by the manufacture of carts. 
The weaving of mats callzd “ thinbyus ” seems to give 
empleyment to many, 

The place is of historical. interest in that it was here 
‘that the famous Burmese General, Maha.Bandula met his 
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heroic death. A monument bearing a tablet inscribed to 
his memory has been erected at the place where he fell, 
struck by a splinter from a bomb shell, 


A large village 5 miles dueg west of Danubyu on the 
metalled road connecting Danubyu with Kyontani. Its 
inhabitants are mostly agriculturists, In 191 it had 270 
houses «ith a population of 1,587. It possesses a small 
rest-house for the use of travellers. 

A village situated 14$ miles west of Danubyu on the 
metall d rvad connecting the fatter place with Kyonpyaw 
in the Bassein district, It lies on the extreme western 
border of the township. It is an important paddy loading 
centre and in 1921 it had 225 houses with a popuiation of 
1,174 persons, Its inhabitants are mostly agriculturists, It 
possesses a small rest-house maintained by the Public 
Works Department. 

A large village opposite the town of Yandoon on the 
right hank o: the Irrawaddy river. In 1g2r it had 640 
houses with a population of 2,971. its inhabitants are 
mostly agriculturists. Pottery-making gives employment 
to a small numper of people. The making of fishing 
nets forms a subsidiary occupation to many of its 
inhabitants and a considerable number of agriculturists 
are engaged on this industry during the dry months of 
the year. 

A small town on the eastern bank of the Irrawaddy 
river, about six miles to the north of Danubyu, It forms 
the principal market centre of the villages in_ the neigh- 
bourhood. There isa Post and Telegraph Office and a 
rest-house maintained by the Public Works Department, 
The town possesses electric lights and a good bazaar. In 
3921 there were 621 houses with a population of 3,294 
persons. 

The Shwemyindin pagoda at Pantanaw is in the cus- 
tody of payalugyts, and is in a good state of preservation, 
It is said to have been built in the tenth century after 
Christ by Kosana, a prince of Ceylon, who came on a jour- 
ney to Bassein to sue for the hand of Princess Onmadandi, 
whose fame for beauty had travelled even to that island. 
At the spat where he received the unwelcome news of his. 
having been forestalled by another suitor (Nagayi Mintha), 
he built the pagoda to commemorate the disappointment 
of his hopes. It is said to have been enlarged on his acces- 
sion to the throne of Ceylon. : 

The Pagayit pagoda at Kattiya in the Yandoon _Town- 
ship is in the custody of the villagers, and is in a fair state 
of preservation, ae 
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It is said to have been built ia the third ceatuty befdre 
Christ by Tissa and his brother Cunda, emissaries of 
Asoka, over twenty-one corporeal relics of the Baddha, 
under the name of ‘' Thetkyamuni-shwe.yit-tan”. In the 
_ eleventh ceatury after Christ, it is said Kyanzittha artived 
atthe pagoda and made two frogs of gold weighing 
seventy-five ticals. Looking in the direction of the pagoda, 
he prayed that the frogs might croak thrice if he were to 
become king. They did so; hence the name “ Pagayit ”, 
The Kyaik-kalun.pun pagoda at Danubyu is in the custody 
of pgayalugyts and is ina good state of preservation. 


It is said to have becn built in 1386 A.D. by Dhanuleas 
son of the king of Bassein, over some hairs of Gotama 
Buddha, on the site where the Buddhisat had his abode 
when once he was born as a peacock, 

The following account of the last fight of Maha Bat 
-dula against the British and of the erection of a memorial 
to him at Danubyu in 1918 on the spot where he fell fs 
taken from the Annual Archealogical Report for 1914-18, 

U Yit, the Wes or Governot of Tabayin, who is knowh 
in Burmese history as Bandula or Maha Bandula was 
a striking and stimulating personality, who pussessed 
commanding military genius, Kagyidaw (1819-1837) had 


Maha 
Bandula 
Min. 


inherited from his grandfather and predecessor, Bodaw- | 


-paya (1781-1819), a legacy of friction and untriendliness 
with the East India Company and Bandhula was specially 
selected to stem the tide of British invasion. He served 
with distinction and comparative success in Assam and 
Arakan, and was latterly transferred to the Irrawaddv Delta, 
with head quarters at Danubyu, because the British had sent 
afresh expedition up the Irrawaddy rivet ts menace Ava, 
the capital of Burma, which, in the eyes of the Burmans, 
should be kept secluded, sacred, and inviolate. The Bri. 
tish had sea power on their side, and they could simulta- 
neously attack several parts of the Burmese Kingdom, 
especially its extensive sea-cost. Moreover, their superior 
discipline, organization, and artillery told in their favour. 
They were defective only in their transport arrangements, 
‘in their experience of tropical warfare, and in their not 
being acclimatized to the torrid heat of the tice plains of 
Lower Burma. The Burmese Generalissimo, Bandhula, 
was perfectly aware of these circumstances, and from the 
moment of this arrival at Danubyu, he realized that he 
was playing a losing game. On the ist April 1825 he 
moved about conspicuously in his camp with a golden 
umbrella spread over his head, ostentatiously giving orders, 
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His captains earnestly begged of him to close down his 
umbrella and seek a place of safety because they felt that 
his life, like that of Lord Kitchener’s, was worth more 
than an army corps. Fut he indignantly refused to comply 
with their request although British bomb shells continued 
to fall fast and furious around him, He said, in reply, 
that the British were bound to win in the war, and that, 
if he sacrificed his own life, which was not of much value, 
the enemy would say that the Burmese Army was beaten, 
not for want of valour or power of resistance, but owing 
to the death of its Commander. He added that by such 
means, the prestige of their King and country would be 
saved, and that Burmese supremacy would still be acknow- 
ledged by the neighbouriug Indo-Chinese nations, How 
wise, brave, and inspiring are these words of Bandhula, 
who sacrificed himself most voluntarily on the altar of 
patriotism, His memory is still kept green by the Bur- 
mans, while the chain armour he wore, before he was 
blown into atoms by the British bomb shells on that faithful 
morning of the rst April 1825, is still preserved with ten- 
der care in the Tower of London, 

Major A,S. B, Roberts, I.A., now Battalion Commandant 
at Bhamo, was Deputy Commissioner of Maub:n in 1913, 
and he prevailed upon the lo al elders of Danubyu headed 
~ by U San Gauk and Maung Myit to raise a public subscrip- 
tion and put up a memorial stone pillar on the spot where 
Maha Bandula fell. Owing to the outbreak of the 
European War, a considerable delay ensued, and the work 
was not completed till the 7th February 1918. The 
following incriptions, in English and Burmese, have been 
engraved on the tablet:— 

‘Maha Bandhula Min was struck by a piece of shell 
bonzan on tst April 1825 and was mortally injured dying 
almost immediately,” 


-_ sepbooggep® 909 agbiefoo 9 qbegogea cp aaah si 
afozcocpcnopsdgehebjoh objoozecen hgaght sagoneo72 
e099 

The spot for the location of the memorial was ascer- 
tained by Major Roberts after local enquiries and after 
consulting the map of the Danubyu fort contained in “Two 


years in Ava” by Captain T, A, Trant of the 95th, which 
was published in 1827, 
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Ahlu—a charitable offering. 

Akaungsa—the good or best class. 

Alatsa—the middling class. 

Anyansa—the poor or worst class, 

Beda—the water hyacinth weed, , 

Dahset—an agricultural implement consisting of a revolving cylin- 
drical pole of wood set with iron blades tocut up grass and 
clods of earth. 

Chaung—a stream or rivulet. 

Dhani—N ipata fructens—a kind of palm. 

Hlainggauk—a form of payment for reaping at a fixed proportion of 
the number of sheaves of paddy reaped. 

Hingyo—a kind of vegetable soup. 

Kaing— Dry weather cultivation on alluvial formations. 

Kaukkyi—the main winter crop of paddy, also applied to the late 
maturing variety of paddy, 

Kauklat—autumn rice or the early maturing kind of paddy. 

Kon—high ground. 

Kazin—a field bund, 

Kaingyo—a kind of reed growing in marshy places, 

Lettet—a tributary stream. 

Myeyin—permanent island formation. 

Myenu—impermanent alluvial soil. 

Mayin—hot weather irrigated paddy. _. 

Myinwunst—a screened obstruction across a streem with a sloping 
chute at one end to catch the fish, 

Micha—fizing of iron tyres to cartwheel. 

Mogaung—unirrigated upland paddy depending entirely on rainfall 

Ngapi—a kind of fish paste. 

Nauklaik—junior ploughman. 

Pwé—a musical entertainment. 

Pyobaw or pyosok—a bundle of seedlings of the paddy plant. 

Pyi—a Burmese measure—the sixteenth part of a basket of nine 
gallons capacity, 

Pindaing—a whole time labourer engaged by the season, 

Pyanpe—anything held to ranson. 

Sabape des eg loan—the principal and interest being repayable 
in ly. 

Shinpyu—the novitiate ceremony of the Buddhist priesthood, 

Setton—the clod cutter, see dahset. 

Seyo—the pounded roct of the tobacco plant. 

Thetké—a kind of grass used for thatching purposes, 

Taman—a dam of earth thrown acrOss a stream. 

Lilaertr amelie piece of ground for the initiation of Buddhist 
monks. 

Tonkin—a large boat for the conveyance of paddy. 

Tazaung—a shrine or chapel having images of Buddha, 

Thin—Clinogyne Dichotama—a kind of reed plant. 

Wunsa—padcy stored for home consumption. 

Ya—upland dry cultivation. 

Yinsé—screens of split bamboos placed across a stream. 
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